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UNITED AIRCRAFT'S "TURBO" -----

THE MAIN PROTOTYPE ATTRACTION OF OUR FALL
CONVENTION OCT, 8,9,&10 IS SHOWN AT PROVIDENCE STATION WITH "THE BILTMORE"
NER'S CONVENTION HOTEL IN THE BACKGROUND,

...Photo by Alan Bialek
Providence Convention Committee
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WE’RE NUMBER 1!

P

On July 30, Bob Bast sat dQwn
to tally the Region-by-Region
membership data from the past 12
months. It didn't take him long
to find.that Northeastern Region
earned the TOP spot in ''"Honor
Region" competition for 1970-71.

According to Bob's trusty old
abacus, NER was well over the
‘'quota' on total NMRA membership
(2929 actual vs. 2793 quota), on
100% Clubs (7 vs. 5) and.on Life
memberships (174 vs. 173).. Says
the Canton Sage, ''NER went over
the top by a total 138 members.
The nearest rival was PNR, which
was over the total quota by 63.

In addition to NER and PNR,
NMRA '""Honor Region'" awards go to
BR, MCoR, MWR, NCR, NFR and SER."
Niagara. Frontier took individual
honors in the 100% club ''depart-
ment'', Mid-Eastern was number 1
in the Life Member category and
PCR topped: the Regular Member
category. Pacific Coast and MER
fell short, however, of the full
""Honor Region'' quotas for their
respective Regions.

To each and every one of you
who took time this past year to
introduce another modeler to the
National Model Railroad Associ-
ation and Northeastern Region,
‘-THE COUPLER says thanks. A real
note of appreciation goes to all,
especially. Ted Ritter, Dick Towle
and the Bettingers ... our '"on-
the-ball'" members-~ip boosters in
NER. Y'all surely deserve a big
~at un i1ne back!
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“I'VE BEEN THERE
BEFORE!... 8X!126s$”

Ever read about NER Board of
Directors meetings and picture
stuffed shirts, smoke-filled .
rooms and political boredom ram-
pant on a field of hot-air blue?
| f you have, bunky ... well, you
ain't NEVER seen the real thing:

Oh, I'"11 admit our recent get-
together in Manchester-by-the-Sea
saw some work accomplished! We
put in two four-hour sessions
gettiing the Region's business in
order so we wouldn't need day-
long meetings in Providence that
would.be guaranteed to cure the
more intelligent [i.e., non-elec-
ted] member of the most severe
case of insomnia. But that was
only the beginning, Moishe!

Picture two cars, one piloted
by Doc Dias and the other by Fred
Dr.iscoll, touring the north shore
of Massachusetts Bay. Object of
the tour, of course, was seeing
a group of Hub Division layouts
built by members of the ''NER
Machine.'" First stop was Al and

Rita Lalime's place in Swampscott
Limey's fantastic dis-

[where?].
patcher-controlled and prototypi-
cally operated pike left us awed
and jealous. Next, we went to
Danvers and lvon Preble's house.
One gets the strangest feeling as
he stands over -lvon's famous pike
and hears an '"old master' tell of
how it hasn't'run in two years. A
certain President will cure that,

though, in time for the Salem '72

gathering of the clan.
(Continued on Page 5)
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This edition of THE COUPLER is
going to ALL members of the NMRA
who live within Northeastern Re-
gion. Consider it my personal
invitation to all to share in the
wide-ranging enjoyment NER brings
to its members and their families.
We've got a lot to offer ... the
Providence Convention, for exam-
ple ... and we want everyone to
JOIN in the fun. After all, we
are model railroaders for the FUN
of it right?! R.S.V.P.

Conventions, whether National,
Regional or Divisional, are a very
informal way of extending our hob-
by beyond the basement, club room
or wherever that favorite pike is
located. They may seem '"old hat"
or "stuffed shirt' but, believe me,
they're not. No way! Conventions
have opened goodness-knows number
of friendships and have brought a
pile of great times. They never
really turn out to be ''summer re-
runs'' of ones before them. They're
just part of the icing on the cake
of model railroading.

lcing? Now the plug! 1'd like
very much to meet each one of you
and broaden MY world (and, maybe,
yours). We cut NER's 25th Anni-
versary cake at Providence ... I|'d
like to share it and all the rest
of the big doings with y'all.

For the F-U-N of it,
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ANNUNCIATOR

bY% Donald Minnich
57-E Garden Road
Northshore Gardens
Peabody, MA, 01960

T'he National has its excellent
Tape-Slide Clinics program; NER
now has a motion picture library
program to compliment it. By a
judicial pulling of a few strings
and by contacting certain myster-
ious friends, we've managed to
begin accumulating a rather wide-
ranging movie roster for use by
-NER members. For full particu-
lars, drop me a line.

Last issue we began a discus-
sion on books for the railroader's
library. Next issue, once again
by way of judicial string-pulling
and contacting of mysterious fri-
ends, this column will take the
wraps off a special book offer
[reduced rates on excellent titles
and such] and an interesting con-
test that will provide y'all with
a good chance to finance more ma-
terials for the pike or books for
the railroad library [or whatever
else you feel like using the $100
prize for].

Now is the time to start think-
ing about the year ahead. We've
got two big Region clan gatherings
coming up; Salem in Spring, New
York City in Fall. There's also
the National Convention in Seattle
[beautiful courtry]. This is also
the time to do some thinking about
THE COUPLER and what we'll present
in the coming 12 months. Anything
you care to suggest will be wel-
comed ... we '"volunteers' can only
do so much. We'd appreciate hear-
ing from you ... even if you've a
big bone to pick!

73,

Don

YOUR OWN
ROAD NAME

IVIRGINIA SOUTHERN|

Mﬂ capan
@ ({:’ ?
one ¢ OHIO
t SOUTHERN
'JR"“ LINES.

LETTER YOUR CARS AND LOCOS

. WITH
CUSTOM DRY TRANSFERS

BY

¢} MmopEL PRODUCTS
1904 S.W. 104th
Seattle, Washington 881486

T you're on the Outside
you're missing half . & @
theFun! - ="
St

National Model Railroad lsmlulmn Iru

Box 1328, Sta. 'C, Canton, Ohio 41708

MOHAWK CENTRAL
RAIL ROAD COMPANY
(A Delaware & Hudson Subsidiary)

GENERAL OFFICES

5 Edyewood Drive
Syosset, New Yark 11791

John W. Nelsen Lorraine Nelsen
System Manager Tratfic Manager

N.M.RA - Life Member—N.E R
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"08X!1768$" con't.

You say that's just normal,
Marmaduke? Well, Saturday night's
finale was still to come!

Freddy was the guide; he swore
he had "been there before!!' So,
we headed for George and Trudi
Konrad's place at 5 Terri Road in
West Peabody.

The route we followed looked
like the quarterings of a hungry
ant; up and down, back and forth.
Our eyes were all peeled for that
mysterious road called Terri. But
all we found was Temi -- almost!
We passed Temi twice and drove a
bit of it the third time around.
Then some policemen found us and
were able to be persuaded that we
WERE lost -- so we wouldn't spend
the night in jail as would-be cat
burgulars. The Brothers Hayden
must look honest -- which shows
the basic naivety of certain of
the local constabulary. They set
down explicit directions which
led us to --- THE OTHER END OF
TEMI! | must see what the middle
of that road looks like some day
now that we've thoroughly explor-
ed both ends.

Back to a roadside phone we
went. Freddy and Doc chimed in
unison, '"Call Trudi!'" We must've
found an English phone because
not only wouldn't it accept the
dime Freddy had, it wouldn't dial
the right number for him and
wouldn't get an operator either!
So, we used my dime and a swift
kick: Trudi then gave us more
left and rights [rights and lefts]
and off we went down Roosevelt

Drive [or was it Avenue]. Then --
NO, Fred, Trudi said left around
the curve and THEN right ... or
was it right-left-left? |If only

the sun was up and we could shoot
the sun for bearings!

We then woke up some poor soul
with a plea for H-E-L-P!! He had
no map but did have a gazeteer.
There WAS a Terri! Where? Well,
It ran into Heath. And Heath? It
was off of Hamilton. So? "Oh, |
know where Hamilton is! We went
by it twice about an hour ago,"
Doc said. So now, with me navi-
gating [roger, wilco and WAY out],
we moved off again ... and got to
our destination! As we turned up
Terri Road, Freddy yelled 'I KNEW
| knew this placel"

lts a good thing we later wound
up at Jack Brown's place to watch
the Region press at work! Jack
and Kitty know the way to George's
and are kind to those of us who
don't. ''Make the next one a double
DOUBLE, Jack!' A good, stiff one
always goes good with a table full
of Kosher ham, melon salad and any
number of other diet killers.

Now then, Murgatroyd, still think
your "Official Family'" is sane? Did
you ever boil lobsters and .corn in
garbage cans over charcoal fires
[they were brand-new pails, Doc]?

And if you haven't eaten Don Minnich
clam chowder, son =-- well, you just
haven't lived. Best be wary though,

for when Judy Harvey cracks a lob-
ster [juicy] shell she does it with
a certaln finesse. All over Gordon
Teel! |Is that a political hint?
Graham, by the way, was pretty well
to himself -- too busy picking corn
out of that beard and remembering
the reason he came late. Did YOU
ever lose a trailer wheel on the LI
Expressway? And watch it roll by?

For the FUN of it,

Iha
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MOVEMENTS BURLAU

Get. 1 Bay State Society of
Model Railroad Engineers holds
3rd annual open house and auc-
tion; Clubroom at 45 Poplar
Street, Roslindale Square,
Boston. Contact: Dave Wad-
dington, Box 162, Boston, MA
©02101.

Oct. 3 300-mile fantrip via
Grand Trunk Railway through
Maine, New Hampshire and Ver-
mont. Sponsored by 470 Rail-
road Club. Contact: Phillips
Prince, 73 Skylark Road,
Portland, ME.

OCct. 3-4 DeH Fall Foliage
Excursion, Albany, NY to Kil-
lington, VT; stops for side
tours; overnight lodging and
much more. Fares: §$39.50,
Adults; $19, Kids. Contact:
Rail Associates, Dean Hill
Road, Killington, VT 05751.

Nct. 23-24 Boston Street
Railway Association Meet,
Holiday Inn, Route 9, Fram-
ingham, MA. Contact: Frank
Muise, 20 Lodi Street, Marl-
borough, MA 01752.

Cct. 30 Sunrise Trail Divi-
sion open house, Dowling Coll-
ege Gymnasium, Oakdale, NY.
Contact: Bill Lorence, 82 Ed-
more Lane, West Islip, NY
FE298 .

Nov. Nat'l Model Railroad Month

Nov. 6 Garden State Division
"Rolling Meet' to Baltimore
Trolley Museum and B&0 Museum.
Special P-C "Metroliner' from
Newark. Contact: Rix Beals, 2
Lexington Road, Somerset, NJ

08873

Nov. 6 Hub Division open
house and meet. Displays, etc.
Contact: Larry Bailey, 522 Gra-
fton Street, Worcester, MA
01604.

Nov. 26-28 West Island Model
Railroaders, Inc., host National
Model Railroad Month Open House,
372 01d Country Road, Hicksville,
NY. Operating 20'x60' layout,
prize raffle [complete 4'x8' lay-
out as first prize]. Contact:
John W. Nelsen, 5 Edgewood Drive,
Syosset, NY 11791

ALL "MOVEMENTS BUREAU'" INFORMATION
SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE NER
SECRETARY, AS THIS IS HIS COLUMN:!
THE ADDRESS: Bill Maclver, 200 E.
Willow Grove Avenue, Philadelphia,
PA 19118.

ERRATA

Surely proving that editors and,
staffers make misteaks (huh?), it
must be pointed out that we erred
several places in the last issue.
To make matters even worse, our
errors involved US!

""Service Suspended', which de-
buted last issue, was penned by
lya Rothberg; the \DEH 2-8-0 arti-
cle was concocted by Ye Editor;
the 0-8-0 emerging from the snow-
shed in '"Whistle Stops' is owned
by Engineering Editor George Kon-
rad and runs on his Mineral Point
and Western.
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TRACTION PERIODICALS

In addition to MODEL RAILROADER
and RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN, we
traction types have two other
publications to keep us informed.
One is the monthly TRACTION AND
MODELS; the other is TROLLEY TALK,
a bi-monthly bill-of-fare.

TRACTION AND MODELS is entering
its 7th year of publication. At
75¢ per copy, its now available at
many model shops and also directly
from the publisher: Vane Jones,
6710 Hampton Drive East, Indian-
apolis, IN 46226. Mail subscrip-
tions are $7.50 annually. T&M has
been averaging 50 pages in recent
issues and has an excellent mix of
articles, plans,
events information.

TROLLEY TALK has been around for
some 15 years. A subscription is
$2.00 a year -- don't believe its

currently available at hobby shops.

TT's address is 59 Euclid Avenue,
Wyoming, OH 45215. In an average
issue, there are usually 10-12
pages, excellent photos and much
useful data. The last few issues
have covered the Atlantic City
Transportation System, Brilliners,
the '"Red Arrow Lines', and an ex-
cellent survey of traction work
equipment. The model side of TT
favors O-scale, but prototype
articles, excellent photographs
and car plans make it a valuable
addition to any fan's reading

MOVING A TROLLEY LAyout

As this column
ed out,

is being pound-
my Littleton & Northern

COUPLER

photos and current

list.

is temporarily out of service.
The old cellar had clear walls
for a distance of 30 feet, with
the controls in the middle of
the line, and the line was built
in five sections along these
walls. When we moved into the
old house, the line was not set
down with thoughts in mind of a
move. We did, however, built it
so that it could, if necessary,
be dismantled for a move without
destroying all the work. Some--
both?--of this column's readers
might find our ideas useful in
building their own lines.

First, build on a series of
tables no wider than your widest
exit in the train room. |In our
case the width was 30", which is
not a bad width for traction
considering the reach to the far
edge when a car decides to jump
the track. The length should be
no GREATER than 8 feet. This is
an easily handled length when
you've got two able bodies; per-
haps one man could move it if a

.good bracing system were used in

initial construction [and with
the assumption the one man's back
was in tip-top shape]. We found
that two tables of this approxi-
mate size can be cartopped very
easily.

Second, give strong consider-
ation to which sections are to be
reuseable and which can be taken
as '"'expendible."

Most of us have a leaning for
a particular type of railroad and
we'll build that line wherever we
may move. uJkay, so what we have
to do is builad the major 'features
of the favorite line on those

(Continued on ngf_l?)
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ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT

EX-1:&N POWER GIVES DAN MORE DASH

by John W. Nelsen
Some 90,000 rush-hour commuter
types may not agree, but Governor
Nelson Rockefeller was right when
he said the Long Island Rail Road
would be the ''nation's finest!"
Where else but on the '""Route of
Dashing Dan' could you find FA-2s
sharing top billing with new high
speed Budd m.u. cars- as equipment

destined to move the carrier into
the '70s? '"FA~2s?'", | hear ya
askin'.,

Yup, and in "push-pull'" commuter
service-to boot! Six Alco FA-2s,
former Louisville & Nashville jobs
of 1956 vintage, sharing the cream
of non-electrified territory runs;
much like the D&H and its classic
PA-1s, the LIRR has achieved major
accomplishment.

LIRR Mechanical Engineer Frank
.Field, Jr. tells us the FAs and
the "push-pull" consists they ride
are proving to be '""damned good
units.'" Frank says crews assigned
to the new lash-ups are running
the wheels off of them and are now
proving that ''more such equipment
is not far over the horizon."

We recently queried Frank as to
why LIRR *brass chose the ex-LE&EN"
freight locomotives for this new

"rail

commuter service. He replied, '"we
are an all-Alco road and the FAs
were the best engines we could get
for the money available. Looking®
over everything the 'market' had
to offer, we felt sure the FAs
would be our best all-around bet!"

The typical LIRR "push-pull'’,
according to Frank, consists of an
FA-2 [converted to a ''power car'],
a slightly-modified Alco C-420 die-
sel locomotive and up to 8 convert-
ed T-72 class m.u. trailer cars.
The modified (-420s always run &n
the west end of the trains; the
FA-2 conversions on the easterly
end. Thus, the C-420s pull: the
westbound runs and push all east
movements.

""To convert the FAs,'" Frank
says, ''we had General Electric
[our supplier] remove the trac-
tion motors and certain train con-
trol equipment.. Through the use
of special 'jumper' cabling sys-
tems, the engines now provide 650
VDC for heating, lighting and air-
conditioning the cars."

As noted above, the cars are T-
72 class m.u. trailer convers+ions.
The conversion job, according to
Frank, amounted to removal of 3rd
shoes and shoe beams and re-
placing automatic air hose coupler

systems with the conventional non-
electric air hose couplings. Frank
tells us that ''each car still has

its traditional air-door system,
the power for samec°coming from the
converted FA-2. As with all other
functions that pormally obtained
power via the 3rd rail,' he says,

"""the boarding doors are dependent

upon the FA power generators."

The 12-cylinder Model 24k prime
movers tucked into :the classic
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BRAND : Amsterdam Color World
TYPE: Special
COLORS: Platinum Mist

9" numbers carry 1/8"

have 18'" space between; 20°

Finish Porcelain Enamel

(4PM89)
Striping Blue (2300)

4" Nombers d Letters [aass

if@*kk__x;ffm_

black borders and
slant

right

PLATINUM Mr-s‘r —=

-
. | az;r“* STrRiIPING BLue —

|60/, Sl

spE ) ="

9" Num ber s.('b‘lue.)

'®
2cale: Yiwo

chop-nose' PA-style Alcos run at
constant speed to produce the 650
Lv. Hormal throttle is 6th posi-
ion, 4th transition; equivalent,
ink tells us, to a peak load of
out 25%. Even a die-hard Alco
-uff such as | finds the constant
ble of the FAs a bit unnerving,
cspecially when riding the cab and
the revs don't match the varying
loads of starting, stopping, etc.
but, in this day and age, one can-
not have everything just right; |
feel fortunate in that my backyard
is part of the largest FA fleet in
cheduled operation's '"turf."

The "jumper'" system designed by
the LIRR mechanical brains is a
gem. The 650 VDC is carried via
pairs of 4-point jumpers to auxil-
iary equipment on the cars. Return
is accomplished via pairs of sin-
gle point jumpers. The various
train control circuits are run on

a 27-point jumper, while all re-
maining circuits are carried in a
final ]2-point jumper. A bit con-

fusing, 1'11 admit ,,, but really
simple when [or if] you get right
down to it.

LIRR FA-Z

1M Trucks & Unper Feame
BLack

NGL T 29T
VITAL STATISTICS
Builder: Alco-GE
VYear Built: 1956
Year Converted: 1971
Weight: 243,500
Tractive Effort: 60,875%*

Power Plant:
Numbering Data:

12 Cyl.-Model 244

LIRR L&N
601 317
602 309
603 315
604 314
605 310
606 321

(*) Not applicable on LIRR units.

But, enough of the technical in-
formation time | turn my whole
attention to some LIRR/L&EN FA-2
history

(Continued on Page 13)
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PROTOTYPE =2
PRACTICES

by charlie gerow, jr.

We'd like to start off by exam-
ining the various uses of a simple
trailing-point crossover, located
about 30 minutes time out on a
double-tracked suburban zone trunk
line [see diagram below].

The primary use of this cross-
over is in "turning' m.u. trains;
during off-peak hours, every other
train goes only to this point and
doubles back to the metropolitan
terminal. Since the trains to be
turned here are only scheduled as
far as this point, and scheduled
to return, no train orders are re-
quired by the Rules.

Such an eastbound train stops at
the station, discharges its passen-
gers, and leaves a flagman on the
platform to protect against follow-
ing trains (Rule 99). The train
then pulls past the crossover and
the conductor looks to see if any
westbound train is approaching [in
this case, signals east of the sta-
tion are clearly visable from the
crossover].

Aligning the turnouts for the di-
verging route protects against any
westbound train that has not passed
the signal and the motorman, who
has by now reached the other end of
the train, pulls his consist across
onto the westbound main. The cross~-

THE COUPLER

over is restored to ''mormal'' and
the train proceeds back into the
station to pick up passengers and
recall the flagman (No other pro-
tection is required because of the
provisions of Rules 99 and 251 in
Automatic Block Zones).

Another use of the crossover here
is to allow an inferior train, such
as a local freight, to be passed by
a following superior train. Let™
us assume a westbound freight has
work to do on the house track but
that a following passenger train
is due before the moves can be
completed. The schedule also in-
dicates no eastbound train is due
for at least 10 minutes after the
wes tbound.

The DS is called from a line-
side phone and permission is ob-
tained from him to have the freight
occupy the eastbound track until
the passenger string has passed.
Since the signals west of the sta-
tion are not visable, protection
must be provided against eastbound
trains. When Rule 99 has been com-
plied with, the local backs across;
when the westbound passenger train
passes, the DS is notified, and
permission is requested to again
occupy the westbound track. |If it
is granted, the local freight can
pull back out onto the main, do its
house track work and then leave for
other stops on the line.

If an eastbound superior train
had been due in within 5 minutes of
the time the local should have.
cleared for the westbound passenger
Rule 87 would have called for use o
a Train Order. Otherwise, the loca
would have had to wait for the east-

bound's departure before calling for"
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Industry Tean “ouse
S :
Lan [Stati@n | _/////“ l—f_
_______ . - T~ |
—e Platforn —®
Ap-raximate Sc2le: 1" = 1000
«— Torwercs City (8 nmiles) Gastr-rd —

temporary clearance on the eastbound
nain. The latter option would have
been the more likely one, since the
eastbound train would not expect a
westbound train to be occupying an
opposing track. Moreover, Rule 208
states that orders restricting train
movements must not be delivered at
the point of restriction if at all
possible.

A third use for such a crossover
would be to allow an eastbound local
to switch the industry shown in the
diagram.

Yet another use would be to
permit one of the two mains to
be taken out of service for MofW
work. In this instance, the zone
between 2 such crossovers would
become single track temporarily.
If this condition of operation
were to be scheduled for more
than a few hours, normal practice
would be to set up an Absolute
Manual Block through the work zo-
ne. The '"AMB'" would have tempor-
ary train order stations at the

crossovers at each end of the zo-
ne. This would eliminate the re-
quirement for issuing orders to
every train running against the
normal direction of movement. In-
stead, the normal Manual Block
Rules (305-373) would be in force
by the authority of a Special In-
struction.

For the modeler, these examples
will readily illustrate how some
interesting and complicated situ-
ations (problems) can easily crop

up on a double-track main. How
many of us have thought to incor-
porate such a simple device into

our scheme of model operations?

[Our terminology in this new
COUPLER series comes directly from
the Standard Code of Operating
Rules, copies of which can be ob-
tained from the Association of
American Railroads, Washington, DC
20036. In some respects, termin-
ology may differ from that found
in the "NMRA Glossary.']
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RESTORING YOUR RAILROAD FLEET

by David R. Marlowe

| was recently contracted by
the management of the Lone Wolf &
Independence Railway to help re-
furbish a fleet of some 200 loco-
motives and freight cars. It
seems that, like modelers, the
LW&|l uses FLOQUIL and SCALECOAT
products in their paint schemes.
Also, as with all up-to-date model
equipment, the LW&l's equipment is
assembled from various grades of
polystyrene materials.

Now, the problem that faced the
LW&!l was '""how to remove all traces
of older paint without destroying
plastic structures. They had dis-
covered that when they submerged
the equipment in commercial paint
solvents [i.e., DIO-SOL] the plas-

tic was destroyed. |If they re-
painted and relettered over an old
finish, most details would be hid-
den and old lettering would show
through.

The LWél was at a dead end when

| was called in to review the pro-
blem and, hopefully, come up with
a viable solution.

I knew of only one possible way
to do the job ... use a solution
of potassium hydroxide in non-met-
allic containers. Preliminary re-
sults had been excellent and it
was decided the entire LWEl fleet

would be given the preparatory
treatment of a potassium hydroxide
wash. In short order, the equip-
ment was cleaned down to its vir-
gin surface for refinishing.

Application of this refurbish-
ing system is simple. First,
obtain at least one pound of KOH
(potassium hydroxide) pellets at
a local chemical or photographic
supply house. Second, mix one
pound of the pellets in a gallon
of water. Be sure to add the
pellets to the water, NEVER the
other way around. Spread your
mixing time over at least TEN
minutes.

NEVER use a glass
container ... as the mixture be-
comes very hot. Once the solu-
tion has cooled sufficiently,
immerse your to-be-cleaned equip-
ment carefully in the container.
A heavily-painted plastic car
will take between six and twenty-
four hours to become totally void
of paint; a brass car or loco
will normally take less than one
hour.

In mixing,

Once the immersion time is up,
carefully remove the model and
hold -it under a rapidly running
stream of water for about four
minutes. Make sure you wash off
all traces of the KOH, or your
new paint job will not adhere.
Any stubborn paint spots that did
not come off with the KOH and/or
water can be whisked away with an
old toothbrush.

ONE NOTE OF CAUTION:! Potassium
hydroxide is extremely dangerous.
It will dissolve YOU as rapidly
as it will FLOQUIL or SCALECOAT
paints. When you use KOH, make

(Continued on Page 14)
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Rebuilt Alco FA-2 serves strictly as a "power car"" and as
remote-control point for running push-pull consist on the
outbound, or eastbound trips from Jamaica.

---Original LIRR Photo from Nelsen Collection

MORE DASH FOR DAN, con’T,

So well have the first two '"push-
pull'" .consists performed, they now
share 'Second Section' assignments
on the LIRR "Cannonball'" to Montauk
[America's only post-Amtrak "first-
class/parlor car' consist].

Before coming over to the Long
Island, the Alcos ran on the Louis-
ville & Nashville. Charlie Castner
of the L&N Public Relations Office,
and an NMRA member as well, tells
me that during their L&EN service,
""the FAs were concentrated on the
Cincinnati and Knoxville-Atlanta

Divisions, hauling fast freights

and tonnage coal trains.' They
also worked L&N branches into the
Southeastern Kentucky coal fields

in the Cumberland Valley Division
area. 'Certain of the engines,"
Charlie adds, ''were equipped for
passenger service [steam genera-
tors, etc.] and sometimes pulled
Kentucky Derby Specials into the
Louisville Station in time for
the 'Running of the Roses!'."

In all, the newest additions to
""Dashing Dan's'" roster have an
unusual tale of transition to tell,
As Charlie recently wrote us, ''the
LIRR's use of our oldsters is quite
unique, to say the least."
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I"CUSTRY SEEKS ASSIST

Start digging through your pile
of old kits and rolling stock!
The Model Railroad Industry Assoc-
iation (MRIA) is looking for kits
that were limited runs by many
manufacturers and/or have not been
produced for some time. Also on
the "wanted list'", according to
Herb Braun [MRIA REPORTER Editor],
are antique-type kits or those not
manufactured for many, many years.

MRIA is planning a display of
these kits at its next public show
and is in need of all the assist-
ance available. |If you can be of
ANY help, please contact Lynston
Dick, c/o Historical Scale Minia-
tures, 829 EIm Avenue, San Gabriel,
CA 91775. All items received by
“Lonnie'" will be catalogued by num-
ber and name, so the owner will
have his item returned upon request
without snafu.

This is a novel idea in displays
and THE . COUPLER would like to see
NER members help our friends in the
industry. Remember, these folks
are in business to meet our needs
and demands a good friendship
between consumer and crafter is a
commodity never to be slighted. We,
as hobbyists, stand to gain much
from even the slightest of aid.

RESTORING, con'T.

sure you wear glasses and rubber
gIoYes. I'f you should splash any
of it on your skin, flush the

spot with cold water for AT LEAST
10 minutes.

If you follow the aforementioned
procedures, there's no reason why
you, like the LWel, cannot upgrade
all your old paint schemes and er-
rors that once meant the scrap heap
for otherwise useful equipment.

THE COUPLER
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THE NORTHEASTERN REGION OF
The National Model Railread Association, Inc.

ADVERTISING RATE SCHEDULE

Full Page (7"x8%") $70.00
Half Page (7"x4") 37.50
Col. Inch (3-3/8") 5.00

All rates are for four insertions
(February, May, October,December)
annually. No artwork supplied-no
reply boxes supplied. Keying in-
serted upon request. Further in-
formation from Business Manager.

Non-commercial "pike" ads: $3.00
per year; limit five copy lines.

Reproduction of
Historic Material
fram the
®fficial Archives

~of the
Long Jsland
Railroad

INTERESTED IN RAILROADIANA? TRY
BROWSING THROUGH THE LONG ISLAND'S
LATEST MEMORABILIA CATALOGUE! YoOU

CAN GET A COPY, FREE, BY SENDING A
STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE
TO:

JOSEPH PAPA, MGR.

SPECIAL PROJECTS

LONG ISLAND RR

JAMAICA, NY 11435
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FROM THE BR '"'ROUNDHOUSE"

STACKS AND STACKS

by Bernie Myers

|'ve made a few notes and sket-
ches of the more popular types of
spark arrestors in use on logging
locomotives at the turn of the
century and later. These may be
o1 interest to readers.

Figure #1 [a & b] shows the Se-
g.oniu spark arrestor. |t was the.
ge-ign of the Williamette lron &
St Company of Portland, Oregon.

was the maker of all
~2s of ogging equipment and,
coursc, of Shay-type locomo-

.:s. Paotographs show the stack

use on early Climax locomotives
and un adapted strut railway en-
Jrovs .
FIGURE #]:

The Sequoia Spark Arrestot

[b]

A quarter-inch mesh wire screen
projected above a hopper-shaped

[a]

clinder pan attached to the stack.

Outlet pipes led cinders from this
pan to a receptacle below. A light
metal deflector inside the pan de-

15

flected cinders into the outlet
pipes, the cihders being arrested
by the screen. It was claimed the
engine exhaust kept the screen
clean, and it didn't interfere
with the draft.

Figure #2 [a & b] shows the Sou-
th Bend; manufacturer being the
South Bend Spark Arrestor Company
in Indiana. South Bend was also
famous as the home of The Oken
Recording Company, to which we owe
so much for jazz of the Thirties
on record.

FIGURE #2:

South Bend

[b]

To return to the arrestor, it
was used extensively in the woods
of the Northwest. |t varied in
proportion from a short, squat
form used on heavier locomotives,
to a tall, thin version used lar-
gely on stationary donkeys. |Its
interesting to note, however, PFM
had a model of the '"B'" Climax
with Stephenson valve gear and
what appeared to be the tall ver-
sion of the South Bend stack.

(Continued on Page 16)
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STACKS, con'T,

The stack form was a round tap-
ered shell with an inner wall,
and contained a cone-shaped

screen of quarter-inch mesh. This

was hung from a sheet iron cover
which cauld be raised on hinges.
The gases escaped through the
screen and it was that the coni-
cal form could not clog. Outlet
pipes led the cinders and sparks
to a receptacle. Actual size of
the spark arrestor was directly
related to the locomotive's cy’l~
inder area.

Figure #3, identified as one
in the so-called ''cabbage stack"
family, is the Radley-Hunter
spark arrestor manufactured by
the Lima Locomotive and Machine
Company of Lima, Ohio. As would
be expected, it was fitted to
many wood-burning Shay loco-
motives, including early '"B2"
models_ from PFM.

FIGURE #3:
The '"Cabbage Stack"

The exhaust passed up the
stack and struck against a cen-
trifugal spiral metal come. This
gave the exhaust a whirling mo-
tion and large cinders were
thrown outwards by centrifugal
force against a perforated

screen cylinder. Cinders and
larger sparks were thus thrown
beyond the main draft and would
drop into the bottom of the hop-
per; the lighter sparks, which
were carried up through the per-
forated sheild, were screened by
the fine netting in the cap of
the stack. :

The draft passed freely thro®
ugh the centrifuge and was un-
obstructed by the usual mesh
screen. The top and bottom of
the cylinder of netting was
open, only the side screens
were necessary due to the pat-
tern of flow. Clogging was e-
liminated and the firing up of
a stationary locomotive without
a blower was made much easier.

Other spark arrestors were
simple mesh stack caps, cones
and cylinders which could be
easily placed when necessary.

e —

. ———JEFF FRENCH, Gen'l Mgr
- ———————19170 Duncaster Road
Bloomfield, Conn.

“Td Wke o repert a wash-out st Mile
Post 14
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WAS IT LEFT,RIGHT, LEFT,
oR R\GHT, LEFT, LgeT 7

MEMBERSHIP OPEN

newly-formed Skaneateles
Railroad and Historical So-
has an open membership ros-
ter. The SMR&HS is an HO-scale
club, with headquarters located
in the Skaneateles railroad sta-
tion. Meetings are held every
Friday evening at 8 pm. Further
information can be obtained from
Bill Brundage, c/o Depot Camera,
62 East Genesee Street, Skaneate-
les, NY 13152.

Ty B R T e S 1 N ST R e W SR AT

SHENANDOAH & TIDEWATER R.R.
William G. Lorence, Pres.
MANUNKA CHUNCH
Marilyn Lorence, Pres,
82 Edmore Lane
West Islip, N.Y. 11795
Passes & carse exchanged

JOIN
FRIENDS OF STEAMTOWN

The
Model
ciety

SEAFORD & OYSTER BAY
RAILROAD
Frank W. Murray, Pres.
3846 Voorhis Lane
Seaford, d.Y. 11783

Juniors - $5, Regular - $10 &
$25, Sponsors - $100, and re-
ceive free pass, news letters,
and numerous special benefits.,
Your tax deductible donation
helps preserve the collection.

. Write Steamtown, Box 71,
Bellows Falls, Vermont 05101

R T e S RS e = Tl = =)

L
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OVERHEAD, con'T.

sections most
carnated in the new

Perhaps the reversing
terminal can be located
section and the carbarn
another -- or something along
this line of thinking. In our
own case, we're saving three 8'
sections; a reversing loop, a
passing siding section and the
"city line'" suburban terminal.
New sections to connect these
reusables will soon be built at
our new location.

likely to be rein-
location.
loop and
on one
area on

| f
tion
door
able

you decide to go for a sec-
of greater width than the
of your room, you might be
to make out fairly well,
IF. |IF your scenery can be re-
moved, or |F it is well=-fastened
when first installed. Just turn
the section on its side after
picking up any loose bits of
trackwork and scenery. Watch
out for the overhead and poles!

NEWw ADDRESS

If either of my readers has an
item of three they would like to
share in "Under the Overhead',
my new address is 15 Mechanic
Street, Haverhill, MA 01830. In
hopes of hearing from you soon,
I1'11 close 'til #95. Take care!

DEPOT CAMERA

Re(‘ur{f ”t I &R IN (‘u., lre

Tu[w

62 E. GENESEE STHRCp T
SKANEATELES. N ¥ | 7I8%
315 . 585 7143
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g
THE DINING CAR

This section of "The Dining

Car' features a grammatical

fish receipe from the New York
and South Shore Railway Company
Commissary Department.

Why grammatical? 'Well,' the
French NY&SS chef said to us
not long ago, ''eet iz ze past
pluperfect!"

SCROD BROLLED in LEMON BUTTER
To serve four:

6 tablespoons butter, melted

2 tablespoons strained fresh
lemon juice

| teaspoon salt

2 pounds skinless fresh scrod
[young cod or haddock] filets

2 tablespoons soft fresh crumbs
made from homemade-type fresh
white bread, pulverized in a
blender or finely shredded
with a fork

Preheat the broiler to its maxi-
mum setting. In a 13x8x2-inch
baking-serving dish, mix the
melted butter, lemon juice, salt
and a few grindings of pepper.
Dip the scrod filets in the mix-
ture and when they are evenly
coated on both sides arrange
them in one layer in the dish.

Broil the fish 3-to-4 inches
f-om the heat for 5 minutes.
Then, with a spoon or bulb bas-
ter, baste the filets with the
lemon-and-butter mixture.

Scatter the crumbs over the fi-
lets and broil for another 5
minutes, or until the fish is
easily flaked when gently prod-
ded with a fork. Serve AT ONCE
from the baking dish, or arran-
ge the scrod attractively on a
heated dish and moisten it with
more of the lemon-and-butter
mixture.

SOUTH BRANCH LAKE
CAMPS

Seboeis, Maine

No finer fishing will be found
in New England than at the South
Branch Lake Camps of Seboeis, ME.

At South Branch, you'll really
come to know the true feeling of
relaxation and thq tase of food
cooked t®© delight the palate of
A gourmet.

If you crave .a .special "get-
away-from-it-ail" vacation, call
or write Skip Haskell and Edgar
Hall at South Brgneh Lake Camps,
Seboeis, ME., (207) 732-4286G.
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MEMBERSHIP
BLANK

Please enter (renew) my Northeastern Region membership for the term
Full dues payment is enclosed herewith.

indicated below.
( ) Life Membership
( ) Regular - & years
( ) Regular - 2 years

Ted Ritter, Office Manager
42 Sunget Terrace
Vernon, CT 06066

$30.00
$ €.00
$ 3.00
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NAME : MAIN GAUGE OR SCALE:
ADDRESS: TOTAL LENGTH OF TRACK: FEET
CITY: MAIN;HOBBY INTEREST:
STATE: ZIP: AGE: NMRA #: NER #:
Courtesp
0 This column is for the use of those in Northeastern
[ Region who would like to extend the courtesy of their
1 home or club pike to others. A request for a listing
should be sent, accompanied by a sample pass, to:
£ William G. Lorence, 82 Edmore Lane, West Islip, NY 11795
L

CONEY ISLAND DOCK RAILROAD
Joseph D. Korman, President
2958 West 8th Street - Apt 20K
Brooklyn, NY 11224

CHESTNUT RTDGE RAILWAY
Roman N. Sohor, President
217 Niles Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

THE NEW ENGLAND RAILWAY
Ronald B. Smith, President
RFD #1

New Fairfield, CT 06810
SCOTTSDALE & BONN RAILROAD
Richard E. Carpenter, President
78 Overlook Drive

Florence, MA 01060

ATLANTIC NORTHERN RAILROAD
J.L. Hamilton, Comptroller
Walnut Street Extension
Auburn, NY 13021

EAST PENN LINES

Lone Eagle Payne, Brass Hat
1028 Whaley Road, RD #4

New Carlisle, OH 45344

THE MOUNTAIN ROAD
Al Robinson, President
3 Fern Street

Worcester, MA 01610

SCHUYLKILL NORTHERN RAILWAY
R.A. Meyer, President

Box 138, 1932 Comm. Sq.

APO New York 09677

FERROCARRIL del VITAL LAUQUEN
Armando E. Calvo, President
Misiones No. 106, Don Bosco
Buenos Aires, Argentina

AMYVILLE & STANTON RAILROAD
Stanley W. Filipek

6 0'Donnell Drive
Attleboro, MA 027038




TENS COURLE

42 Sunset Terrace
Vernon, CT (06066

THIRD CLASS MAIL

Robert Strobel
1203 - 89th St.
North Bergan, N.J. 07047

Address Correction Requested
Return Postage Guaranteed

A 1957 portrait catches Louisville & Nashville Railroad
FA-2s #357 and #355 spliced to FB-2 #203 on the point of
a long string of empties headed back to the coal fields
of Eastern Kentucky.

--=-C. Norman Beasley Photo from L&N Collection



