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As a first order of business as your
new nresident, I thinkit is important for
you to krnow whe will be working for the
NER during the next year, Many of our pre-
vious chairmen have asked to be rrplaced
so that they could get the dust off the
ralling stock and get the pike back into
onerntion,

tlur new Permanent Convention Chairman,
Jack Alexander of East Bridgewater, Mass.,
brings a wealth of NER experience with
him, Jack replaces urahamHarvey, of Hock-
ville Uentre, new York, our new vice-presi-
dent. lrwin Lloyd of tilastonbury, Connect-
icut - that familiar face at the conven-
tion registration table continues as PCC
treasurer; assisted by rorbes Hauptman of
West Hartford, Doug Handy of Springfield,
Vermont will be our new ballot committee
chairman, taking over from Bal Abrams. Dob
Judge of Long Branch, New Jersey will be
at the throttle of our National model Rail-
road week program. Dob's experience as a
newspaperman ard convention committeeman
at Wast Orange will he a great asset in
the promotionof this all imnortant facet
of our hobby.

Nill Maclver, Jr., of North Weymouth,
r'assachusctts will head up the Megional
Mominating Commitiee for 1970, and S5tan
Bradleyof Tenafly, vew Jersey has accept-
rd the position of Region auditer, The all
important area of model contests finds
Gordon 'leel, of Chateauguay, Juebec, as
Chairman; nssisting will be lLeorge nonrad
of Peabody, Massachusetts - amodel builder
of both regional and national note.

Don Robinson, VMR, of Greenfield,!ass,,
is the new achievement chairman, and with
von's expertise in this field, you conbe
assured this program will be promoted vig-
orously.

Another new nropram, which Al Lalime
has apreed to undertake will be n special
nrojects committee. The iden of this groun
will be to nrovide assistance — education-
al or instructional - to underprivileged or
handicapned children who are interested
in our hobby. We will cooperate with any
orphanage, state hospitel, or interested

groun, 1t is my hope that each one of you
will look into the possibility of giving
a helping hand in this area, and if ‘you
krowof agroup as might be contacted let
us know of what assistance we can be in
furthering an existing program or in be-
ginning a new one - be it a slide show,
a demonstration of models, or the build-
ing or refurbishingof a model pike. !'ore
importent, we will be meking » contribu-
tion to the prowth of our great hobby.
Ihiz is a project that both individuals
and a division could urdertake to every-
one's advantage., Anyone intcrested with
ideas on a group should contact Al at 11
llock Awenue, Swampscott, Massachusetts for
further details. He will be most nleased
to hear from fellow nadel rTails.

Getting back to Committee Heads, Hal
Smith of Uossayuna, N.Y, will cortinue as
chairman of our industrial exhibits com-
mittee, e have enlarged this group to
include Jack Brownof Yakefield, Massachu-
setts, and 1ill Brundage of Williamstown,
}'assachusetts, as committeemen. The fol-
lowing people are continueing in their
nositinns for the ensueing yeer: Office
manager - Toni Marlowe, syracuse, New York;
secretary, Dave Marlowe, Syracuse, New
York; rarliamentarian, ur, Johny, Dias;
wmrtmouth, “assachusetts; Ireasurer,rrank
Skutsch, Garden City, Mew York; assisted
by lra Rothberg, vestbury, new York, and
tiordon Teel of Lanada; NER Official edit—
or, “aul Mallery, urray Hill, 4.J.

We still have some appointments to make
and you will be dinformed in the Coupler
ahout them,

Looking ahead to 1971 your board of
directors has approved the formation of
n London trip committee, 1've nsked Irwin
'loyd to act as chairman, Some interest
has been shown in a sea trin so we have
Charlie ferowand Paul Mallery looking into
this mode of travel,

in addition to the plans being Tormud
lated by irwin for the llegional trin, =
charter plane from New Yorkis being or-
ganized for a two-week period. Asdetails
become nvailable, we will keep you posted.
However, | urge everyone to plan now for
what will be a memory of a lifetime ...
"London in *'71I"

Inthe meantime, let's continue to keep
the model railroads moving, and from here
on the right-hand side of the cab may 1
wish you all a verymerry christﬁrﬁ\g and a

happy new year, y' *
7
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JOIN UP AT THE QLD RATE NOW!

NOTICE

*t the anmucl meeting held nfter the
banquet nt the ZUast Orange Convention it
was voted unanimously by the membership
to raise the dues to three doellers for
two yenrs; five dollars for six years; and
330 for 1ife~ life members must bhe NMRA life
memhors,

At the "0Dmeet on Dec, Tth it was decid
ded that the o!d ratewould he in effect for
T days after receint of this Coupler. 30,
iT you send in your dollar mow, you can
extend your membership in the NS for one
year at the o'd rete. Jues shou'ld he sent
to the office mannger, address left., NER
Canadian members should zend their duaes
vo mne wrnadien Treasurcr, .ordon Jeel,

umecial Bulletin ot tne Northeastern Regior.
of the Nationa! Model Railroad Association

Subscription

81. Membership renewals and

changes of address to the Office Manager.

The old

dendline is ovad! Long live

the new deadlinel

Thotos in this issue are by Alfred
Thomas Prange, Richard Towle, Graham It.
Harvey, '!ichard Henschka, Jack Alexnnder,
0liver C. Billings 1II, Norman Briskman,
“alter Olevsky, Jeff Alexander, Villiam
MacIver, Jr., Cover Zip loco by L, Hill,
of Temple City, Californin, Processing by
Norman Triskman and “nlter Olevsky.




THE COUPLER

The unpredictable, haywire,
and generally late arrivals of
recent Couplershas prompted the
Board of Directors to take nction
at their December 7 meeting to
insure that the membership has
a reasonable chance of expecting
an issue every ninety days; leap

You MiGHT AT WELL HAWE THE

years, Februarys, and thirty-one
day months notwithstanding.
Therefore, the present editor
sho obviously has a complete lack
of familiarity with either cloek
or cnlendar was immediately voted
ex—editor,
"orthwith henceforth.

BOARD VOTES THE
COUPLER _ON TIME

T WEAR THEYRE PyTTm
A clock o THE ielmng
TOWER BF Frifaieee

1 you HAVE THE /NcunATION
TiMES
LN

effective et once and

next issue a
bang-up job!

EDITOR UN-COUPLING

Nomore 69, That year slid by as quick-
ly as 68 did and 70 will, The same unlaid
track, unbuilt kits, and unpainted engines
still stockpile on our workbenches. 1t
seemed to me a good year to outdo even an
0 gauger end 1 acquired a full scalecabin
car to keep me busy calculating how many
bottles of Flogquil it will take to cover
it. {hat means 1 have temporarily side-
tracked my full circle roundhouse project
and the one hundred PRR ore cars L wanted
to seratch build this yeer. Sound familiar?
Well, besides all that 1 was still trying
to squeeze out a Coupler every three months
and you know better than me thet they al-
ways were late.

“hy they were late mnkes a long, un-
interesting story, but what malies it hard
to tolerate from this end is certain of
the eriticism fram quarters \more like
nickels and dimes) which sre least in a
positionto pass judgement on a metrononic
scele. e have seenour divisions grow out
of their metiér to strutting political
entities, pleying st games of Little Re-
gion, Part of the political scene neces-
serily is windbaggery, snd some of them
have been particularly good at it., From
a divisionwhos e entire annual social cal-
ender consistsof little more than an an-
nunl summer oienic amd a once a yeor ben-
quet to install new officers, ! have heard
the most unflinching complaint, That they
heve done to encourape model reilroading
in their state had eluded me, and where
their responsibility lies in living up to
the NMRA goals 1 easily question. Yet, it
has been a demand of theirs that the Cou-
pler cane out exactly every three months:
on the dot. "hy, their past division sec-
retary never sent any report of nctivities
to the Uoupler, md ignored requests to
do so, The present secretarymust be tele-
phoned for this information,

A second divisionat this way with much
politiecal talent, and whose imaginative
programs duplicate each other with tedious
regularity has put » disproportionate a-
mount of their effort in nsking on the

larly, elsewvhere, (no
direction of the conpass is without
uncast stone) I get the most unflago-
ing hkind of critiaue,

Coupler.

Certaninly the Couplerschedule hns been
totnlly defenseless., that is not to say
that a number of persons haven't beenvery
solicitous and helpful directly in toelkl-
ing the vnrious problems between typewriter
and printing press, Hut, for an instance,
of nll the events listed on the enclosed
rlysheet, not one, not one - was sent in
to the Coupler. Tying upall the loose ends
is the editor's job, Iknow, but there has
been just n single contributor to the NER
Coupler who has BLeen nlveys (and patho-
losically so) on time. He is the only per-
son who con noint to the difficulties of
1ate touplers and be listened to by me.

“hy I have suddenly become thinskinned

to this hind of feces of the male species
of » cowis thet the Coupler schedule lor
1ack of it) has become the favorite dump-
inr pround of our admin istm tive problems.
The slidins membership drop is directly
nttributed to the Zonpler. 1et, I ques-
tion the statisties which leave out an
rntire quarter of renewals to bolster up
the panicky rjumbers. The accountingof the
Coupler costshas similarly been presented
with alarm, and indiscriminrntly thrown
-about with little regard for the fact that
90% of our membership receives directly
little more than the Coupler and if we
have 120" members at s dollar npiece, 1
think 4/5 of thet should po Tor the Cou-
pler and not on motel chrrrpes. Is vhere
nnyone who wants less photopre shiccorer-
rnee here? Do you not feel that pictures
of the model contest nrc more important
toyur viewing nleasure than endless re-
ports of hoavd meeting trivie? I say we
ave n deliberrte tendency to complicnte
our operations just so our winded ones
cen malke themselves Teel importont., Then
the printed version of our new constitu-
tion was ohjceted to on the floor of our
annunrl meeting, it was beecuse r fow hy-
shens wrr- missine and some letters were
not cepitnlized thet should have becni
Is that model railroading? When that new
constitution was nroposed it was to sim-
plify our very tengled ground rules, yet
after the proposed changes were vobed, it
loter turned out thnt some associnted sec-
tion was not in exect wording with the
voted change, so in the next ballot you
will have to vote AGAIN on » part of the
constitution. Here the BOD bypnssed an
apportunity to sect in the spirit of the
rote and instead encoursged our unendur-
‘ble, endless non-model railroading busi-
1888,

Where it hurts you is »t pleces like
the last convention. where it was notpos-
sible to show n fantastic, great Tilmat
the bonquet hecause of little time (the
antunl meeting had to he schednled Sat-—
urday night so » mpjority of the sttend-
rnee could vote on the innortant once-and-
for-all (or so we thourht) constitution
chenge., instead the 40 minute film was
shown well afte~ midnight to a deserted
hall and watched primarily by a nnndful of
lnte stayer-uppers smid a desolste scene
o disarrrved tnbhles,

A messure of how extensive this poli-
tienl rumbling is - comes to the surface
when divisions outde enchother in trying
to meke Region conventions in their area
fantnstically prof itable for the tegion.
1t has become a yerdsticlkof how success—
ful a convention was, even thourh our re-
sistr-tionfers have soared, nnd the ban-
quet costs alone discourage much nttend-
enece ot conventions, I think the Coupler
schednle has unnecessnrily cobsorbed some
comalrint ~bout low convention nttendence
where, for femilies especirlly, the cost
of n weekend comes to the eruivelent of
not one, hut tro brass locomotives., That
becories n major consideration, then, whe-
ther one should jump nll over the Region
in senrch of what might turn out to be n
nleasent ~eelrond, or bypass the social a-
spect nnd stay ~t home,

We even heve had our self-important
divisions so over-rencting to the Consti-
tution thet it easily proved to me thet
the hagzard in the Region is not the late
Coupler (I'mnot defending tordiness) but
the blowherd verbosity that alienates the
muy who is in r11 this because he likes
trains, Trains?? Trains? What rre they??
One division declrar-d thet it weuld post-
haste pull itself out of the Repion (some-
thing it cennot do) if = minor chrnge pre-
wvented seeting one of their dirretors from
out o *Meir erea. A second insisted un-
equivocally thatit wouldout if the ducs
went up even a penny, Surreptitisus pet—
itions circulated rbout sinking the new
drart for other imnvined slights, -~nd it
one ‘nrhed on the constitution committee
itwas incomnrehensible that zo much steam
was genrrated over points whichwere erre-
fully considered to the point of tedium,
rear shout the director balance was ram-
pant pnd ~11 the time what was sought by
the committee vas the simplest, most fair
kind of rrrangement, ¥hat wvas substituted
for discussion was the vorstlkind of pro-
vincialism, and it still seems amazing that
in the face of these retnrded threats, any
constitution at nll was saved, much less
the markedly direct one we now do have.

"hat direction the Region now takes is
still unclear, and I very fronklyam sorry
1 just don't hnve the ktind of time to de—
vote to the Coupler resulerly. I think
a fevorrble resctionto the model-reilroad-
ing-is-fun approach was apparant tome nsthe
result of the Coupler's refuszl to be too
serinus, I would quess n reprint of "A
Dillar n Dollar," might be approprinte
now, cxcept that 1L always felt that it's
lrst three lines were patently obscene.
Printinemy eobincar should keep me even
more occupied, md I was very surprised
to Tind those little Northeasternbasswood
voof wall strips nrereally 1x6's, Almost
melies me feel like an "O" gauger, and the
little eirlin the bank who certified the
check fb r the caboose vants to be the first
to have dinner gbonrd, Maybe I shouldn't
tell her thet she may have to help pul-
verize the 3b punds of chunk iron ore I
recently pickedw for the ore car pro-
ject. I do have a croctery replica of the
"Jupiter” full of bourben, which will do
until the stove is in working order. I
wouldn't want to freeze nny bank teller.
Her meme is mariettn, nnd I'11 let you
know if she's naushty. g
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EAST ORANGE
A JUICY WEEKEND!

BOME Juicy CONVENTION]
ALL_THEY 010 WS Brb

While it isless common for a NER week-
end convention to be loaded with diesel,
electric traction AND steam ection, rare
is the word for a weekend which packs in
all threeplus the usual model activities
and then adds a chance to see Nickel Plate's
berkshire #759 ona nearby fantrip haul ing
a former N&W suxiliary tender and the PRR
Broadway Limited's observation lounge
"Mountain View" - albeit painted blue and
gold in belated tribute to the Golden Spike
ceremonies. Though that early Saturday AM
plum for photographers wens marred with a
heavy cover of impenetrable mist, it did
set an early nace Tor the weekend's act-
ivities. The extra-ecarly birds who arrived
on Friday night were in for = real start
as carloads of modelers visited the first
rate railroadsof GeneWolfe, Dick Patter-
son, and some of the local model railroad
clubs. 1nevitable bull sessions made it
a long and late Friday night.

While the Saturdaymorning clinics were
on in full blast, Htﬁ Smith supervised the
elaborate manufacturer's displays. Blind-
ing brass competed with invisible "N" and
a new N&W 2-B-8-2 smaller than your fist
stole the show in that new, populnr scale
#hich everyone finds hard to resist just
picking up & car or two, and then a sect-
ion of track...and that's all it takesto
start, A large collection of magazines
from an estate were sold in just over an
hour by possibly the most impromptu white
elephant sale we have yet scen. It was even
renorted that the buyers ren up to their
rooms immediately to read their "finds."

What very often -roves to be the most
popular event of our semi-annual werkends,
the fantrip, then emntied the hotel of all
but the contest judges. Aunique half-hour
tripvia Erie-Lackawanna MU cars (complete
with old glass globes and cane seats) took
the picture-snapping group to Morristown,
where the Morristown& Erie connects with
the E-L,. A local diesel shifter busily set

NEW PRESIDENT

out ecarsas diehard steam railfans looked
the other way, awaiting thet unmistakeable
chuge—chugg - the torris County Central
2-8=0 which came to the end of the line
to meet us. "e were ranidly away and the
welcoming einders rained down in nice pro-
fusion,

The long, nleasant -~fternoon was over
too soon, rnd back to the hotel via 3-L,
again, where two overeager fans measured
the car interior, the objecting conductor,
& then one of them cnlled out to his re-
cording pal from behind the washroom door
with the 1pst of the dimensions, "It's
fifteen inches across, and the opening
runs clear through to the tracks,"

e vok < m
= SEset

The banquet was NER usual, immensely
overpriced (with no provision for child-
ren's specinl fee), but adequate if you
need something to gripe about besides the
convention commitiees' unending thank yous
to themselves, which, however, the Garden
State Division went out of their way to
not do, a very welcome change, indeed!

The installation of the new president
followed, and plans for the new year vere
announced. Qutgoing president Glenn Yagner
presented awards fo Poul Mallery, Frank
Skutsch, and Kenny Martin (for lateness).

A later showing of the BBC film about
the Flying Scotsman proved to be oneof
the finest rail filmsofkll time in every-
one's judgement, and it was reeretted no
time was available to feature it at the
banquet. The annuanl meeting Tollowed des-
sert, Aspirins were served.

: Port varibou and west
yn Company RR. was an unfor
eat to convention home layout wis

PHOTO CONTEST

Black & White — Prototype
1st prize - Donald S. Robinson- Colorado
and Southern; Extra East

Color - Prototype
ist prize - Louis Palisano - Gngine 89

Golor 5lide - Prutotype
1st prize - Bob DuPont - Southern Pacific
#a78,

From the Office Manager:

ATTENTION CANADIEN MEMBERS: Lue to a fee
for exchanging Canadian cheques, NER dues
should be mailed to the Canadien treasurer,
Gordon Teel (address on masthead - page 2).




THE COUPLER

Model Contest

MOTIVE POWER — STEAM

3rd Prize - Thomas C. Malden- DERGW 2-#-2

M OF W EQUIPMENT

2nd prize - Hobert E. Bird - "Big Mouse"
erane car,

3rd prize — Robert B. Bird - Lopgging E-
quipment tie car.

Merit Award Hobert 7. Bird - Logping e-
quipment rail ear.

Honorable —~ David W. Messer - purlington
rail and tie car,

STRUCTURES

1st prize - Lou Lehrman- Fulleourt ‘ress
building,

2nd prize - D.W, Messer - HO roclk bunker

3rd prize - Hev. B, Ilelsey - Cilleyville

covered bridge

DIORAMA

3rd prize - il. Terry Nesbit - Mine head
frame

For a Repion which is quite netive in
model railroading, the number of models
entered at the East Orange model contest
was very disapnointing, | total of twenty-
five modrls were entered by 12 entrants,
and only nine of these were prize winners.

The Delaware Trovhy for the Best In Show
was awarded to Lou Lehrman for his scratch-
built model of a Pullcourt Press bhuild-
ing. Of special note is the fact that this
vas his first attempt at serateh buildinge,
and, his second sttempt at model buildine.
iis first model was built from o kit,

Lt almost seemed like Lou Lehrman night
as he firstwon the Sunrise Trail Divisiods
Hew Modeler award: at which nresentation
it was lenked that he was the Delnwnre
Trophy winner, comnletely disarming any
semblence of susnpense,

The Hub Division's Runner-up award was
nresented to David Vesser for his HO rocl
oroducts bumker., Nne was very tempted to
toss in a scale roct just to see what
wonld happen. 'he judmes were JormBrisk-
man, “nlter Olevsky and Hob Mohowski all
of whom mave up their aTternoonto judpe.
Glenn Wagner, Jack Alexander, Norm Brish-
mzn and Yick Towle judged the photo con-
test. lfordon Teel was the NER contest's
chairman, assisted by lob Herman of the
farden 3tate Division, who divided his
time hetween looking into thevarious de-
tails of the contest, eod visiti v o new
son. In the lost Tour =odel cortests this
is the second chairman whosze wi®e had n
haby shortly heTore the cosvention which
melkes you worder if we aren't nresentine
awards for the wrone things,
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LONDON, ENGLAND 1871 - The NMRA Convention
Chairman has auwthorized a group tour to
leave from New York City for London, Eng-
land for the August 1971 NMRA National
convention, A considerable saving on air,
hotel and sightseeing fares will be pos-
sible fbr a large grouwp. Present plans
call fora five-day stay in London,for the
conventionend another tento fifteen days
elsewhere in Europe st places of bothrail-
road and general interest.For furtherdat a
write to Robert Kirsh, 210 East Broadway,
Long Beach, New York 11561.

LONDON, ENGLAND 1971¢ the NER is plan-
ning a three-week trip to London for the
1971 NMRA National Convention. Following
the convention, two weeks will be devoted
to touring Burope. Details will be avnil-
able shortly. For information write to
irwin ¥, B, Lloyd, 44 Lincoln Orive, tlas-
tonbury, Connecticut 06033. This tour is
expected to leave from Boston,

LONG BRANCH, NEW JERSEY - Garden State
Central model railroad c¢lub, 160 Broad-
way. Open house to celebrate National Model
Railroad Week. Operating HO model railroad
and railroad movies, ¥ree ndmission. Sat-
irday and Sunday February 21 and 22; 1-b PM
triday February 27, 7-9 M. Saturdey and
jundey February 28 and March 1lst, 1870;
l-o PM. More information from Bob Judge,
the guy who creates his own swards, 508
Lakewood Hoad, Neptune, New Jersey 07Tb3.

READING, PENNSYLVANIA - April 17, 18,
and 19, 1970, the Hotel Abraham Lincoln
will be the site for the Mid-Eastern ite-
gion spring Convention,

NORTH CONWAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE - June b,
6, and 7. Northeastern Region Spring Con-
vention.

MARCH 15, 1970 - MORRISTOWN, NEW JER-
sey. Morristown Club Auction. Information
from Oliver Billings IIT, Fox Hollow lload,
Convent, New Jersey OT961.

THTNGS TO RFEADWHEN YOUR COUPLER DOESN' T COME

Newto the scenec of grasping onto that
dwindling store of railroad history, and
with the aim of providinga central meet-—
ing c¢lub of li%e-intercsted members, the
Ontario snd Western Technicel and Hist-
orienl society (Robert Mohowski, V. 0. Box
405, Franklin Lakes, New Jersey 07417) has
come off to a rapid-fire start with their
paper right up in quality snd rich in con-
tent in its first issue. An Annuel banquet
frlready was launched and more famous HR.
nuthors and big nemes were in attendence
than not, The attraction of this nunint
road is intense, and you should want to
join up right now, Dues 33 per year.

The Railroed Station Historical Soc-
iety (Sanford C. Downs, oecretary, 901
Dale Urive, uincoln, Nebraska 68501) is
devoted to preserving that wvast amount
of data on stetions, and other railroad
buildings such as coaling towers, round-
houses, signal towers, and they publish
a =ix times a year bulletin complete with
plans end photos end all kinds of inter-
esting items. vues nre rhree dollars,

Pennsylvania Railroad fans (Pennsy nuts
finally orgenized their scattered numbers
together early in 1962 to form the Penn-
sylvania wnesearch and Informntion assoc-
intion (PREIA), @imer M. Steuernagel, 515
miranda noad, rittsburgh, rennsylvania,
15241, president, uues are three dollars
per year and bring you lour 1ssues of the
heystone, a well put together paper which
comes closer cach issue to exploring the
immense store of dats lknown ns the PRR.

Last summer's annual NMRA Convention —

1t Minneapolis featured the usual heavy
schedule of eventscrowded into four days.
"ithat least six things to do at any one
time, it almost seemed gunrnnteed thet
a modeler would havea great time, and he
did, While it is hard to capture in pic-
tures some of the warm camaraderie that
the common interest in treins and model
trains can create, a view hers of some of
the scenes at thet 1969 convention should
be of interest to nnyone who was unable

to erttend last yerrs, and who might like
to plan attending the 1970 NMRA Fetional
in St, Lonis,

Minneapolis
highpoints |

‘the 500 Line shop tour of their Shore-
hom yerds was highlighted with a number
of interesting pieces of equipment which
the gracious S00 spotted for our nleasure,
this strrnge car is used to haul lorge
rubber hees of polyethylene pellets.

) NorthernPacific struttec their fomous
"Minnetonka" - which was shinped a numboer
of miles tobe on viewing display for the

MMRA Convertion.

MISPLACED ot the wast Orange Uonvention:
A large manila envelope, addressed to Paul
heeler, containing photographs and slides
was misplaced the Saturday night of the
convention and should be sent to Charles
terow, addressin NMRA directory, if any-
one inadvertantly came ncross it.

President Glenn Wegner was missing a case
conteining certain DERGW £ilm & Rio Grande
slides which are irreplaceable, He would
apnreciate loenrting same, if it turns up
to have been included with someone else's

luggage in error. (hank you.

NMRA Office Manaper Bob Bast receives
an award from cigar-toting president Whit
Towers, ns Fen Mortimer, next president,
enjoys the merriment,

todel railroading is 11 thingsto all
people - heres Nid-Central member unrolls
pages ol miles of suver-rnilroad, bench-
worl Tor whieh will berin soon.

= — - e ad

‘Hichlight of the nwards banqguet, which
fentured a speech by the president of the
Grent Northern on the dismel outlook for
pessenger trains, was the picketing of
Alturrs and Lone Pine president Towers
by his dispruntled help. Here, Linn West-
cott, editor of R, narad s throush.

The Friday fantrip featured a GN jaunt
to the Allouez ore docks =t Duluth where
the water is oxide red from the iron, and
here the entire train was edged out onto
the pier - "irst time for a passenger train,
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THE COUPLER

Locomotive desions, the wheel arrange-
ment of which were hased on an entrants'
ZIP CODE, were Teastured in o special NER
contest this past snriny., Surprisingly,
the best response came {rom the west (and
even Hawaiil) where zips nhound in nines
and eights, The judges were hord put to
pick the three winners as each entry out-
did the other for ingenuity =nd {even!)
sound engineering practice. Model rnil-
voaders proved themselves to be very eouanl

sent in by vayne
Weslowski of iuscon, Arizensa, where they
have the room for wide radius engines.

45" long entry was

i ST L QHDTE

g A0 =
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Holler—wheeled 94308 by A. D. Pearlman
of Palo Alto, valifornia paves hetween the
rails and flanges pavement simultnnecusly.

11373 Z1p entry by Lou Palisano of &lm-
hurst, New York, was locked in car trunk
the weekend of the judping and unfortun-
ately missed the judges' eyes.

A first prize $25 union Pacific share
of stock was awarded to qugd Larsen of
Grand Island, Nebraska for a 68801 Siber-
ian camelback switcher (with muffleri).

to the task of designing machinery which
very often made use of odd axle arrange-
ments, More than one entry even provided
brake shoes for zero axles.

lngenious swing-axle suspensionon the
rear 5 wheels keeps the firebox coffeepot
from spilling. 4-6-2-0-5 by E. J. Mousley,
of Indianapolis, Indiana,.

9-6-T-6-1 by James N. Martin was the
entry from furthest away - Lahainaluna,
Hawaii and featured an antlered headlight.

WHEEL& CAM ARRANGEMENT

WORLD'S FIRST 3-RAIL, CAM ACTION,
DUPLEY- DESIGNED, 1969 by L -PALISANO
ALL BSHTS EELITVED.

"ELMHURST” Type 11'37'3 - ClassZ-1p
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LAYOUT VISITS
TO GSNE WOLFE
AND RICHARD
PATTERSON
RAILROADS A
BIG MIGHLIGHT
OF CAST OnANGE
CONVENTICN!

WATCITUMNG, TASSATS end NORTHERN RR,., daily
vas electric run stares up at water tank
it hosno need for. Note code 70 fine track,
At left WPEN Treicht makes shadows on the
roundnouse on Gene ¥Wolfe's pike. ‘elow, two
closeun scenes on Dick Patterson's fabn-
lously drtaniled Port Caribou & Western.

il 3
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OFFICE MANAGER

Toni Marlowe

126 Winchell Road
University Heights
Syracuse, New York 13210

=Y
Rebert Strobel
1203 - gYyth St.
North Bergan, NeJ. Q7047

ADDRESS
gﬂRREG‘
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THE NORTHEASTERN REGION OF

r The Nationa! Model Railroad Association, Inc.

December 10, 1969

Dear Fellow Model Railroader &% NER Member:

Last Sunday December 7th your NER Board of Directors met in Glaston-
bury, Connecticut. Two extremely important actions were voted by
your BOD which I feel merited immediate communication to you.

First, our quarterly newsletter "The Coupler" has been off schedule
due to the tremendous amount of time needed to prepare it. Uur Editor,
Ken Martin, 1s employed by the Penn-Central and with his required
overtime for P-C and other committments, he has found it increasingly
difficult to perform his Coupler editorial duties. This edition of
"The Coupler" will bs Ken's last, although you will no doubt continue
to see some of Ken's talented work wilthin its pages.

We are looking for a new Coupler editor. However, in the meantime
you will continue to receive your Coupler on schedule. The winter
edition will be edited by myself with the help of the Hub Division
as staff, and the spring edition will be handled by Don Robinson.

The deadlines are December 31, 1969 for the winter edition with all
material going to Dick Towle, Box 328, Manchester, Mass. 01944, and
March 30, 1970 for our spring Coupler with all material going to

Don Robinson, 408 Davis St., Greenfleld, Mass. We need good feature
articles, plans, photographs, and news of coming events. So if you
want your Coupler on time, then send us your material on time!

Secondly, I had the unpleasant duty of informing the Board of a
large membershlip drop in the Region during the past year. When I
took office in October 1969 we had lost approximately 35 per cent of
our January 1968 membership rolls. I presented to the BOD the
corrective actions which, as your Pregident, I am taking to reverse
this trend. Among these are:

1. Our Membership Committee will be sending a special
letter to all of our former members, asking them to re-
join the NER.

2. Our Membershlp Committee will be setting up a con-
test for recrulting new members in which the first
prize will be a free weekend at our North Conway
Convention.

3. I am asking all Division Heads to serve on an ad-
visory commlttee to the President to coordinate pro=-
grams aimed at Divisional/Regional growth.

4, The Region's Industry Relations Committee, com-
prised of Hal Smith, Chairman with members Jack Brown,

and Bill Brundage have been requested to work with our
Divisions in arranging "Open House" programs through

over--



the winter and spring months of 19?6.

5. Your Dirsctors were requested to viqit and work. nith
\ ; clubs, for the mutual benefit of all. So please lat?#
S\ TR them know whan and where the activity ia.

.S

I WItHTEIIoTTUs puIling togethef e am, sure that nqwcan*
he downwérd,Membership trend that ‘we ‘havé evidenced .
““"the programs which have already been annocunced are:

January l4--Providence, R.I. Little Rhody Division Slide
Show by Dr. John ¥, Dias, Jr,
Contacts Bill Robertson,43 Dennis 3t.,
Attleboro, Mass. 02703

January 17--New London, Conn. Nutmeg Div, Annuel Dinner .= a0

Meeting.
crodpalD gl ftem g ;5,_- Contact: Ralph Higgins, 24, Powder Ridga hd.,
vd W W Hazardville,gﬁonn. 06036 _

“" January 25--Jamacia, 'L.I. Sunrise Trail Mesting at the -~ 777
ssiton Y96 fasd . American Red Crogs Bullding. )
3 el ed n ‘Contact: Ira Rothberg, 2714 Hyacinth St., pee LY
AW wds O Westbury, Vew York 11590 it od

Jénuary 31--Lwnn, Mass. Open House Prcgram sponqorod by
1o el 30 B e | - the HUB-SEACOAST and LITTLHE RHODY Diviuions.
siieidmon dduof o |, Contact: Paul Carlton, 4 Honard St.,-
Wenham, Mass. Q1984

o Janaary 31--Ramsey, New Jersey. Garden State Divisian
Wl ’ Meet. ;
Contacty Charles F. Gerow,Jr.; 75’ Geldner
Ave., Staten. Ialand Vewn York 10506

IIs diz ‘Feb. (2 1--March 1--Hatianal Hodel RR. Week--See fortheoming:;.
boys . SLE L B3 i Winter Coupler for schedule of events. ‘

Feb. 27 . =--Boston, Mass. Bay State Soclety of Model _

- Enginesrs--Open House and Auction, 45 Popilr '
St., Roslindale, Mass. = e
Contact: BISME; Box' 162, Boston, Mass. 02101 ¢

a L R June !5;6,7--North Conway Convention, North Conway, W.H..
u};oét;:g 10 11~ Tri Regional Convention, Binghampton, N.Y«

o }g&ﬁhx,ﬁbﬁ!p you take in some of  these events? Past or preséﬂt NER
member, I think you will find them interesting and 1nformative. ity

The second item which I wanted to report on concerns our
GOnstitﬂtion/By Laws, and Dués structure. At the East Orange
Converition Annual Meeting, the membership voted affirmiatively on
the new Constitution. On Sunday your Directors followed suit with
the By-Laws. These documents now govern us &s & group and under
the new-Constitution, our dues are now set at $3.00 for 2 years;
$6.00 for 5 years, or .$30 for life. . This $.50 per year_dues
increase. is NER's first since 1946, and by going to a 2-year cycle
it was felt that some of the Office Manager's work load could be
cut, plus saving on printing and postage, which has been the ‘ma jor
factor in our having to increase the dues.

The ‘only oversite made in the Constitution was an effective
date for the dues increase. So I have set the date of Janusry 1,
1970 as the effective increase date.To those of you who have let
your VER wmembership lapse, I am making a personal request that
you send your buck to our Of fice Manager, Mrs. David Marlowe,

126 Winchell Road, University Helghts, Syracuse, New York, 13210,
before the first of the year.

Tn closing, my thanks to all of you for your éﬁppoft'bf“tﬁe
Region in the past, and I hope that you will be with us in the
future.

May the Blessings of the Season be with you and yours.

-
i

S
- g /f?,:i”

Dick Towle, Preslident



