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PORTLAND,MAINE NEXT STOP

ALBANY CONVENTION
HUGE SUCCESS;

HUGGER, SMALLSHAW,
WAGNER,YOUNG ELECT-
ED TO BOD

Nearly 300 NER members, their wives,
children and friends converged on Al-
bany's Thruway Motor Inn to attend the
annual Spring Convention, May 20-22, 1966

Activities got underwsy early Friday
evening with & number of cocktell psrties
followed by dinner and genersl reunion
gatherings. The feature event wes & con-
tinuous showing of excellent railroad
moviea that lasted until midnight. These
were so populer that some were run sgasin
Saturday night for viewing by those who
were uneble to arrive Fridsy. The usual
bull sessions extended fer into the small
hours of the morning snd many laste appet-
ites were satiated at Luigi's Pizzeris.

Post-breakfest activities on Ssturdsy
morning featured clinics on reilroad pho-
tography, scldering on brass end other
scratch-building techniques, and layout
and scenery constructlion methods. These
were conducted by Jim Shaughnessy, George
Hockedey, Paul Rivers and Glenn Wagner.
Concurrently models snd photogrephs were
reglstered for entry in the various con-
tests,

Three busloeds of asdult maledConven-
tioneers deperted on the sfternoon fen-
trip to view the operetlion of Lock # 7 on
the Erie Csnal, en emhiryonic transit mus-
eum at the seme locale, and to visit the

Gontinued on page 4, See ALBANY

OFFICIAL REGION NOTICE

At 8 duly constituted meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Northeastern
Region, NMRA, on Mey 22, 1966 at the
Thruway Motor Inn, Albany, W.Y. the
following Amendment to the By-laws was
proposed for action at the Annual Meet-
ing during the Fall Convention:

"that the By-laws be amended by adding
the following ss Section 5 of Article
III, the present Sectlon 5 becoming Sec-
tion 6: If any member of the Bosrd of
Directors fall to sttend three success-
ive meatings of the Bosrd without sub-
mitting acceptable reason(s) for the ab-
sences to the Boerd of Directors; the
Board, in regular meeting, may declsare
his offfice vacant and eppoint & member
of the Region in good standing to serve
in his plsce untll the next Annual or
Electlon meeting, when the vecancy shall
be filled ss provided for in case of res-
ignation."

ACTIONS A
of the BOARD

At a Special Meeting of those Directors
who will take office snd who will contin-
ue in office during the year beglnning
October, 1966, called by Presldent Jack
Alexander at the Thruway Motor Inn, Al-
bany, N.Y, on Mey 22, 1966, the follow-
ing were elected by the Board %o serve as
Regional Officers for the coming year:
PRESIDENT JACK ALEXANTER

East Bridgewater, Mass.
VICE PRESIDENRT PETER N. HUGGER
Westflield, N.J.

SECRETARY  PAUL W, HACKETT
Manchester, Mass.
TREASURER DOROTHY HYSLOP

Strstford, Conn.
OFFICE MANAGER KENNETH HYSLOP
Stratford, Conn.

Other actlons teken by the Board of Dir-
cetors and at the Business-Election
Meeting of the Members at the Albany
Convention which are of general inter-
est to the membership ere published be-
low send elsewhere in the Coupler:

1966

Board of Directors Meetlng, Mey 20,

The Reglonal Representation Committee
submitted its formal report, end outlined
its suggestlions regarding chenges in the
present methods of electing Directors.

Director Gooding felt that something
should be done about the present sltua-
tion of sbsent Directors snd suggested
that an amendment be made to the forth-
coming recommendations for election chan-
ges, to the effect that e Director shou
be dropped from the Board after missing
a8 certeln number of meetings.

Dirsector Prange moved that the new plen
for election, along with the amendment
covering asttendsnce of Directors be tab-
led untll the meeting on Mey 22. It was
8o voted with sll in favor.

ED. NOTE: The report of the Regional Rep-
resentation Committee, together with =a
Minority Report are published elsewhere
in the pages of this issue of The Coup-
ler. A proposed Amendment relative to
attendance of Directors 1s also called
to the members sttention.

Discussion ensued on the feults in the
present auction rules, as covered in the
editorisl in the last issue of The Coup-
ler. It was decided that Irwin Lloyd will
call together the present members of the
Auctlion Rules Committee to discuss the
new proposals, conclude thelr observa-
tions, end make recommendations for pre-
sentetion prior to the next convention.

Continued on page 7, see BOARD ACTIONS

ALL CONVENTION SEPT.30-

OCT.2; TO FEATURE CLINICS,

CN 4:8-4 No.6218 FANTRIP,
SHORE DINNER, CONTESTS"

The followlng informetion on the Fall
Conventlion to be held at Portlend, Meine
hes been provided by Conventlion Vice
Chairman Paul Hackett. Although the next
1ssue of The Coupler is not scheduled
for publication until after the Conven-
tion & special flyer with smnouncements
about the program end eccommodations will
be mailed to the members by the Conven-
tion Committee early in September.

The northeastern end of the Reglon will
be the site of our Fall Convention as
plans are formelly drawn for Portland,
Maine on the weekend of Sept. 30 - QOct.2.

Centrel base for the meet will be the
Sheraton-Eastland Motor Hotel in the cen-
ter of Maine's largest city. Excellent
highways such es the Massaschusetts Turn-
pike snd the Meine Turnpilke will meke
this an easy convention to reach from all
sectlons of the Reglon. Driving time can
be computed on the basis of s distance
of 100 miles from Boston.

(photo by Dick Towle)
The Shernton-Eastlend Motor Hotel, Port-
land, Meine will be the scene of the Pall
Convention, Sept. 30-Cct. 2, 1966

As & convention city, Portland excels
with some of the finest shops and rest-
surants in northern Wew England. The out-
standing views of the surrounding hills
;nd waters should not be missed while

ere.

The Conventlion banquet will offer a
unique highlight in Reglonal functions,
as 8 resl Malne shore dinner will be
served on Saturdsy night with srrange-

‘ments to facilitate speedy service. Such
suthentic New England favorites ss Stesm-
ed Clams, Corn on the Cob, Brolled Live
Lobster and Deep Dish Apple Pie will be

Continued on pege 2, see PORTLAND
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The Editor
Popoff

When your Editor goofs 1%.
comes out in large hesdlines,
not in the small print where
it might be overlooked. John
Young took one leok 8t the _u &l
writeup of his pike on page JA\
& of the May lssue, end for,
ell I know he may still be in orbit. It
seems there 1s a fine line of distinetion
of which your Editor wes not awere, be-
tween John's B & M “Colong Division" and
the Wew Hsven's moribund "01d Colony Div-
ision". So, fof the record, John operstes
the "Colony Division", end I will try not
to let my imeginetion run rempsnt in the
future .

Editoriel opinions expressed in the
Mey Coupler came in for considerable att-
ention and .sction at the Albany Conven-
tion. The extensive efforts of our Office
Meneger and Membership Committee have
produced gratifying results, and member-
ghip through renewsls end new members has
brought enrollment in NER to over 1,000.
The Board of Directors felt (snd your Ed-
itor agreed) that this level of member-
ghip, supplemented by merchandise ssles
and convention surpluses, provides suff-

“icient income to obviete the necessity

of & dues increase at the present time.
However, we do have to wetch expenses,
end e1]l members cen save the region mon-
ey by renewing on time, thus cutting dom
on postage, Further, Office Meneger Ken
Hyslop hes teken on the sdded responsi-
bility of Advertising Mensger end will
meke 8 poaitive effort to promote Pike
Ads to be cerried in these pages. Twenty
of these ads at §5.00 will cover the mall-
ing costs for two issues of the Coupler.

I literally had to est my words about
slow banquets before the ink was dry on
the May Editorisl. To the everlasting

celibre of the competition, An Honorsble
Mention Awerd ensbles the model to meet
this quelification. President Alexander
agreed to cell this matter to the atten-
tion of the Model Contest Cheirman, and
although no Honorable Mention Awerds
were made the judges did provide merit
ratlngs to severasl excellent models. In
most model building categories the merit
certificste cen be substituted for an
award, although 1t takes more of them to
qualify. Agein with reference to our mod-
el contests I consider it s step in the

‘right direction thaet the Executive Bosard

voted to recommend that the Model Contest
Cheirmen examine the feesibllity of NER
adopting the scoring end judging system-
as set forth in the NMRA Handbook, Sec-
tion 9.

Pinelly, I would like to Fop Off with
the opinion thet our experiment of re-
stricting contest entries to locos and
dierames at Fall Conventions end csrs
and structures at Spring Conventions does
a8 disservice to the Achievement Program.
Where else, except at our Regionsl Con-
ventions, will our members cbtain the
necessary awards to meet the reguire-
ments for qualification? If the oppor-
tunity to obtain awerds 1s presented
only once a yeasr in any given category,
it 1s no wonder NER is in Bth plsce in
the NMRA standings. I am not awere of any
other regiona which find 1t necessary to
so divide and limlt their contests, so
let's be done with 1t.

s

THE COUPLER

OFFICIAL NOTICGES

COUPLER DEADLINE: The desdline for sub-
mitting meteriel for publicstion in the
October 1ssue of The Coupler will te
Oct. 2nd. The issue will be purposely
held back to include & report on the
Portlend Convention activities,

credit of the Albany Convention Commltt-,
ee and the Thruway Motor Imnn this stert-
ed promptly on the sdvertised at 6:30
p.m. and wes over st B:15, leaving plen-
ty of time for evening mctivities. Con-
gldering thet approximetely 230 persons
were served, 65 door prlzes swarded, and
the names of the model contest winners
announced, this really moved along.

President Alexender revitelized the
Auction Stenderds Committee of Stan Brad-
ley, Irwin Lloyd and Forbes Hsuptman,
and directed that they examine the merit
of the Editorial suggestion of holding s
White Elephsnt ssles table for the myriad
of ltems which are suctioned off for less

then § 3.00. This Committee hes sgreed
this should be tried et the Fall Conven-
tion and will proceed to esteblish rules
governing these sales. Further, becsause
unreslistic minimums are placed on meny
euctionsbles by thelr owners, in the fut-
nre 1t wlll be necessary for the owner
to "bail out" his unsold items at 10% of
his esteblicshed minimum up to & meximum
fee of § 1.00. Thus if you plece & mimi-
mum of $£0.00 on an item which cen be
bought new for $15.00, you cen be sure of]|
peying the Region §1.00 to retrieve the
item after the auction.

At the Fridey night BOD meeting in Al-
bany your Editor ventured the opinion
that all models entered in our Regional
contests which scored sufficlent judging
points to quelify for s first, second or
third place awerd, but which did not re-
celve an ewerd becesuse other entrles
scored higher, be given Honorable Men-
tion. I feel that this reccgnition hes
been overlooked by our judges durlng re-
cent years. Meny excellent models cannot
be used by thelr owners to fulfill the
requirements for the Achlevement Program
because they did not receive an award st
e Reglonal Convention due to the high
Continued on Next Column

PORTLAND: Continued from page 1

on the blll-of-fare presented in the
Sheraton-Esstland's spacious State of
Maine Ballroom.

Not Jjust one, but two fen trips will
be mede on Ssturday and Sunday. The first
will be a special walking tour of the i
Rlgby Yards, the mse jor rall gatewey be-
tween the Maine Centrsl and the B & ¥
Rallrosds, ss well ss the home terminal
of the Portland Terminel Company. There
1s always & large concentration of motive
power of all three rosds, and freight
equipment galore. Pilcture tsking oppor-
tunities will be everywhere and with sub-
Jects to sult every interest.

]

The highlight of the weekend will be
the appesrance of the Cenedisn Nationslt's
4-B-4 #6218, This will be the last trip
of any type in the United States for the
mammoth Northern clsss engine, since the
I.C.C. rules governing the operational
1ife of the loco will expire st that
time. The conventlion committee has arp-
anged with the 470 Club of Portlend, trip
sponsors, for a speclal coach to be re-
served for NER members who wish to take
the trip whieh will run from Portlend to
Islsnd Pond, Vermont, & distence of 150
miles. The #6218 will be cut off then end
returned to Montresl, the lasst time it
will cross our borders. A Grand Trunk
diesel will haul the train on its return

-trip to Portlend Sunday afternoon. More

detalls will be included in the Conven-
tion Flyers to be malled at a leter date.
It 1s stressed thst this trip will be
limited in capmscity end reservations will
have to be in early to insure spsce on
the special cosch. This will be &n extra
event for Conventionsers and will be st
the option of the members. Those who do
not wish to teske the trip will find &n
excellent opportunity for photos as the

Continued on page &, see PORTLAND
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DISPATCHER’S
TOWER

The NER succeeds by the principle of
one member eiding another to the best of
his talents and abilities. This holds
true whether 1t be & committee putting
on & convention, & master .cer builder
assisting a neophyte scretch builder, an
estate counsellor edvising the family of
s deceesed member, or just a group in the
corner of & cellar telking shop. This is.
the cement that binds our orgenization
together and gives it & reeson for exist-
ing. In an organization the size of ours,
it 1s impossible to know the tulents end
interests of each member so let's not be
reticent asbout offering asssistance to
others both individuelly and collective-
ly, for there is much oppertunlty.

I heve just returned from Portlend,
JMeine with Membership Chelrmen Richard
Towle and Secretery Prul Heckekt. Our
mission wes to set up & Conventlon for
this fall inasmuch as nowhere in NER has'
8 group offered to sponsor a convention.
Dick, who was recently appointed to the
Permenent Conventlon Commlttee, hes agreed
to Chairman the Portland Convention.

It disturbs me to find that while we
hsve no schedule of future conventions,
the Mid Esstern Region, our neighbor to
the south, has commitments for their next
8ix conventions. That's for the next 3
years., I can't belleve thet thelir members
are more Interested or more dedicated
then the NER members, but they certainly
are more inspired. I hope that this will
serve to motivate some of you to conbact
our Permenent Convention Cheirman, Wslt
Syrett of Pittsfield, Mess. with an offer
to held & convention In your sres.

I will soon be writing s report for
the Nationsl BOT meeting in Cincinnatl on
progress in the NER for the past six
months and our significant incresse in
membership, more than £5%, will be &
plessure to report. There sre, however,
some areas where we sre falling down, for
example, in 100% NMRA cluba, we have the
dismel record of only two in 1966, I'm
sure we can improve on this. Club offi-
cers plesse note that a current list of
members, all of whom are in NMRA, should
be submitted to Bob Bast to qualify. Some
clubs require NMRA membership, how about
yours? Another srea where we cen stand
sglf improvement concerns participetion
in the Achlievement Program. We have & new
man a8t _the helm, Don Clerke of VWapplng
Gonn. If you believe bhat you cen quellify
as "Master Builder" of cars, structures
or motive power, for civil or electrical
engineer, for chief dispetcher, author,
sssociation volunteer or offlcial, plesse
contatt Don for en appllcstion. By doing
so you will be helping NER in two ways,
first by holding yourself out as a qusl-
ified member resdy to lend mssistence to,
others and secondly by putting the NER,
now in Bth place 1ln Reglonel stending, up
in front. Remember, the NER 1s the great-
est region in numbers, let's make it the
greatest in participation. Help yourself,
your Reglon end your hobby.

Jack Alexander

G GTIN

Germantown Railway Co.

NMERA
NER

Tom Prange
GTI

MANHATTAN

PORTLAND: Continued from pege 2
train leaves Portland.

An all-dsy Sundsy fantrip behind CN 4-8-4
#6218 will be an optional ettrsction.

night's activities will kick-
off with reglstration snd follow with =

frlday

thost of movies and slides provided, along]

with seversal home lsyoubts thet will be
open for conventlon sttendees. Among the
movies offered wlll be some excellent
footeg® of some of the originsl Malne two
foot gauge rallroads, never before shown
at Reglonal Conventlions.

Meny new and unususl clinics will be
given on Seturdey with some to be repest-
ed to provide opportunity to take in as
meny as possible. Movies and some of the
Watlonal tepe-slide clinics, as can be
arranged, will also be offered.

The regulsr model contest, unleas con-
fredicted by later informstion in the
Convention Flyer will be limited to mot-
ive power and disramas. There will slsc
be & special contest for the NER 20th
Anniverssry car kit. These will be held
in cne of the many function rooms thst
the hotel has for our use.

For those not teking the Sundey opt-
ional stesm trip there is the Annusl
Business Meeting, snd later some of the
home layouts wlill sguin be opened for
our anjorment.

The ladies will not be forgotten, ss
there are msny lnteresting stores In
Portland for weekend'bargein hunting.
The Eheraton-Eestlsnds new roof-tep pool
will be & good refresher for those who
enjoy an afternoon swim in the Fsll sun-
shine.

The biggest surprise of a8ll will be
the low price of the convention psckage.
It is hoped end plenned by the Committee
that this will be one of the lowest
priced of recent conventions, meking 1t
doubly worth while ettending.

Within the hotel there are meny spa-
cious resteursnts and comforteble loung-
es. Noteble emong the former 1s the Egyp-
tisn Room, believed to be the flrst, 1if
not the only, public dining room of 1its
type in Americe. The figures on the walls
are represented es being carved in stone
after the encient Egyptian menner. Not to
be missed 1s the "Top of the Eest" Roof-
top Lounge, overlooking Scenlc Cesco Bay
end the White Mountelns.

The Committee thus fsr consists of:
Dick Towle, Chainmen; Faul W, Heclkett,
Vice Cheirmen; Dave MecDoneld, Cliniecs;
Forbes Hsuptmen and John Grover, auction;

end Dwight Smith, Dr., Sidney Breénson, Fred

‘Brannick end J, Emmons, all of Portlend,
eres lisison.

GARDEN STATE [.JODEL
RAILRCAD CLUS, INC,
575 HIGH MT. ROAD
NORTH HALEDON, N. J.

Every Friday 7:00PM

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
by/Earl Smallshaw

This will be my last column concerning
the Achievement Program since, by the

time you resd this, T will have stepped

down. After %% years I declded it was
time to get back in full swing on the
Mystic Mines RR and let someone else take
over the reins. This, plus my new job as
NER Director, will keep me busy for the
next year or two.

I would like to thank publieally .all
of you that have taken time out to apply
for Achievement Certificates. All of you
are to be commended for the work you
heve done 1n the hobby. Your Achidvement
Certiflcnte sttests to that., I have ben-
efitted, slso, with meeting many NER mem-
bers through the msil and at conventlions.
I heve processed over 119 certificetes
in the past 3% years including 5 Mester
Mod=1 Railroader Certificates to RoysDohn,
Watbty House, Ivon Prebles, Don Robinaon,
and Doug Smith.

Your new Achlievement Cheirman will be Don-
ald A. Clerke, 132 Laurel 5t., Wapping,
Conn. 06087. Don has been eager to take
over a8 Cheirmen for the past year. With
this enthuslasm for the job, he should
make & fine Cheirmsn, Any future or pend-
ing spplications will be processed by
Don. Let's Flood him with plenty of app-
licetions t& start him off on the right
foot.

In keeping with your Editor's request
to spell out the details of the various
cantegories, I am conbtinuing with 7 3:

MASTER BUILDER - STRUCTURES

The regquirements for this cetegory
sound quite impressive at first glance
but in reality, 1t shouldn't pose any
problems for the averzge model raillrosder.

The applicent must bulld st lesst 12
structures to qualify fer this certifi-
cate. Twelve structures mey sound like a
lot but the average locomotive feellit-
ies alone, with an englne house, water
tower, coaling station, sand house, and
turntsble, bring thias total down consid-
erably, You may be surprised to sss just
how meny structures you alreasdy have,

0f the twelve structures, there must
be six different types represented, snd
ong of those must be 8 brldgs, culvert or

-trestle. You are not limited to reilroad

structures, necessarily. Stores, = church,
or similar structure can epply towsrd the
12 structures if the store or church will
be part of your finished railroad,

The applicant must demonstrzte hls mo-
daeling sbility by stratch bullding a min-
imum of six of the twelve structures. To
be considered scratch bullt the only com-
mercial perts the modeler is sllowed to
use are wood, metal, snd plastlc sheets
end shdpes, detalled castings, peint, de-
cals, and electrlicul matarisls. The other
structures, if not scratch built, must be
superdetalled from thelr kit form.

Superdetslling 8 kit means thet the
modeler has provided more detail on the
model than comes In the kit. Quallty of
detall 1s more 1lmportent than gusntity,
however. Astructure with two or three
well placed and finely done detalls 1s
far better then the structure losded down
with gobs of castings, slopplly done.

The award requirements for this cate=-
gory are one National Award or 3 Reglon-
al Awards, or 6 Merit Awards, (Merit
Awards ere glven when, for one reason or
anpther, the models haven't been sble to
be entered inte Nstlonsl and Reglonal
contests., The models are judged in the
spplicent's basement or some other agref-

Continued on pege 12, see ACHIEVEMENT
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Alco Locomotive Division plent of General
Electric in Schenectady. About a hslf mile
from the Locks the passengers disembarked
and hiked the remsining distance when the
buses were unable to negotlate & narrow
"s" curve underpass. After a brief time
bus #1 appeared in the parking lot below
the dem but nelther 8f the other two made
it and hed to back up a half mile until
they could be turned. After leaving the
Locks the passengers of the first bus
were rewarded with a fascinating battle
between the courageous operstor and the
underpass. The basic problem wes & lack
of room in which to maneuver, since the
nine foot wide bus had to be positioned
directly in line with the opening of the
9' 2" underpess, This left exactly 1"
clesrence on either side. The length of
the bus precluded turning directly into
the underpass without scraping on the
sbutments and it required all the oper-
ator's sklll end abllity to Jjockey his
bus into position.

At the Alco plant the railfsns were

glven & gulded tour through the assembly
line and hed the opportunity of sesing
several of GE's Century line of dilesels
undér construction, from the machining

of the underframe all the way to the fin-
ished product lesving the paint shop.

Since plent regulations prohibited
femele visitors end children under 16
from meking the regulsr trip, e specisl
sightseeingtour
8sightseeing tour of Albeny wss enjoyed
by some of the ladies &nd youngsters dur-
ing the afternoon while others shopped at
the meny fine stores in the sree.

daetes for Director as submitted by the
Nominating Commlttee were: Peter Hugger,
Glenn Wagner, Frank Skutsch, John Young,
end Earl Smellshaw. Nominated from the
floor: Len Frsnkel snd Tom Prsnge. The
following were elected by majority vote
of the members present and legally pre-
‘sented proxies:

For 2-yeer terms as Director

Peter N, Hugger, Westfield, W.J.

Glenn A, Wegner, Delmar, N.Y,

Eerl Smallshaw, Middletown, Conn.

and for l-yeasr term as Director

John A, Young, Keene; N.H.

F

Director-elect Glenn Wagner

Other actions teken st the business
meeting are described in the Secretary's
report elsewhere in this 1ssus &nd in a
separete report of the "Committee to
Study Regionel Representetion", Ivon Pre-
ble, Cheirmen, Your thorough review of
these reports prior to the Fall Conven-
tion is considered essentisl, since they
will be ected upon 8t the Annual Meeting
to be held at thaet time.

YOUR PIKE AD COULU GO HERE

The ladies enjoy modeling tool In the
latest Frankel Fashions are, standing,
l.to r.: Betty Heubenthal, Alice Prebile,
Fran French, Tex Brown; foreground seat-
ed: Ruth Roundy end Nita Smith

Following & social hour the banquet
started promptly at 6:30 in the Four Sea-
sons Room of tHe Motor Imnn. Some 230
guests were served an excellent dinner
of fruit cup, salad, breast of capon Eug-
ien, dessert and coffee with efficiency

|HOBBY SHOPS

|pairing; Custom Building. All gauges - S,

|North Easton, Mass., Phone Cedar 8 6224,

OUTSTANDING

TRAINS - Bought, sold or exchanged. Re-
HO, 0, Tinplate. LINDSTROM'S, 50 Elm St,

and dispaetch. During the banguet the
award winners in the model and photo-
graphic contests were ennounced, and the
members of the Convention Committee were
introduced end their efforts acknowledged
with appreciation. Some 65 door prizes
drawn and taken into custody by the lucky
winners brought the banquet to a close,
The suctlion was held during the baslance
of the evening, and slthough there was s
noticeeble lack of "big" spenders and
spirited bildding this wes more then made
up for by the quantity of items offered.
ks 8 result, $52 found its wey into the
NER coffer as 1ts share of the sales. As
mentioned previocusly, those not attend-
ing the suction hed en opportunity to
view the excellent films shown on Friday
night

Sundey morning & business meeflng of
the members convened for the purpose of
election of Directors, discussion of Comn
ittee reports and such other business as
might properly be presented. The candi-

Continued Top of Next Column

1 COLUMBIA CENTRAL HOBBY SHOP

3636 Main St. STRATFORD, CONN.

Model Railroad Hobby Supplies J
Harry Leet, Route 6, Columbia, Con
Phone Ac 8 9072,

*#*********tttt*‘*‘1*1*#;********&‘*1****
DRY TRANSFER LETTERING custom made with
your own railroad's name,herald and
reporting marks, SAE for details.

PARK'S HOBBY & SUPPLY CO.
P.0. BOX 310 ASBURY PARK,N.J.

s e e o o e o b o o R o o o R o o R ok o o o ok o ko e ok

TRAIN EXCHANGE CENTER

06497 Mail Order- All Gauges
Repair ‘Service - OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS
TILL 9PM  Ken & Dorothy Hyslop

MODEL CONTESTS

BRT CABOOSE WINS
DELAWARE TROPHY

An HO scale BRT caboose, modeled from
the D & H #10 prototype by Normen Brisk-
man and entered in both the regular con-'
test and the special BRT contest, ran a-
way with the Delaware Trophy and other
honors at the Albany Convention by scor-
ing a perfect 125 points., Considered
flawless in the opinlon of Judgea Doug
Smith, MMR, Don Robinson, MMR, and Mr.
T.P,Devis of the BRT, this model was com-
plete from underfreme to smoke jack, ex-
pertly constructed ana painted, and de-
tsiled to the Nth degree including such
festures s s bracket lantern,trsin-line
and reel, snd upholstered cushions. A
close second in the BRT contest with 120
points was s model constructed in the
awe-1nspiring scsle of §" to a foot.

Meny an HQOer was seen to sheke his hesd
in disbelief and sweer off alcoholic bev-
erasges for life.

DELAWARE TROPHY end BRT CONTEET WINNING
D & H #10 CABOOSE

Sharing the Judging duties in the reg-
ulsr contest whose entries at the Spring
Convention were limited to cars and
structures were W. Olevsky, J, Hartz and
P. Bertan, Our thanks to these men for
providing the necessery time and exper-
tise.

NER contest judges Hertz, Olevsky, snd
Berten et work under the wstchful eye of
Model Contest Chairmen Don Robinson and
BRT judge Doug Smith.(Photo by Doug Smith)

AWARDS

MODEL CONTEST AWARDS, ALBANY CONVENTL1ON

CARB :
Passenger, double-0 snd smeller
Eit Seotion CLASEIFICATION
3rd Awerd: Harold Horner (Craftsman
Scratch Section
Erd Awerd: Mike Pearsell Master
3rd Awerd: Al Westerfield Craftsmen

Frelght end MofW, double-0 and smeller
Kit Section

3rd Awerd: Robert Bird Masater
2nd Awsrd: John Johnson Craftsman
Srd Award: Al Westerfield Craftsman

Continued on page 10, see AWARDS
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REPORT of PREBLE STUDY COMMITTEE on REG-
IONAL REPRESENTATION

PECO¥YERTF D PROCEZDURE FOR KER WOLIKATIONS AKD ELECTICHS
A. Beslc:

1. Por the purpose of Norminstions and elections, the Northesstern Reglen
will be divided into & election sress according to Stete Line Boundariesg

6. New Jersey

b. New York State

¢. Rhode Islend & Connecticut

d, Mess., WN.k., Vermcnt, % Meine
e. Canede

2. Pre Bosrd of Directors shall consist of @ members, elected for a two yesr
term: 5 to te elected by sres on the odd numbered yesrs, end 4 to bte elec-
ted "et lsrpe" on the even numbered yeurs.

3. Belloting shell be by msil bellot sent to &ll peid up NER menmters only, es
evidenced by the Coupler meiling list,

4. Withlr 3C deys efter the Spring Conventien, the Incomlng Reglon President
ghell appolnt 8 Nomlneting Committee for the following year's dlection.
The Committee shell consist of § members, one belng from esch of the geo-
graphle sress, end not more then one of these shsll be from the BOD, Tre
President shell sppolnt one of the 5 as Cheirmen. The Fresident shell see
tret announcement of these spreointments ere in the next issue of the Coup-
ler, (Aug.) following thke Conventicn.

Nominsting Committes:

1. Immedistely followirs eppointment, the Chelrmen of the Nomirsting Committ-
ee shell prepere s steterment for the next Llssue of the Coupler, This
stetement shell inform the merbership of the vecencies to be voted on the
following yesr, the member of the Committee to be contacted ir esch ares,
the method to be followed in presenting nomirees to the Committee, and the
deed-1ine dete for the nomlnetlons.

o

w

Nominetiens cen be presented to the Commlttee by eny group, division, or
individusl, but they must be meobers of NER. Nominations should be sent to
the Committee member for thet gecgrephic sres, and must be sccompsnied by
& brief description of the nominees' gualificetions snd = signed stetement
by the nomiree of his willirngneiés to serve if elected.

]

Tre Nominetirg Committee mey slso soliclt cendidstes in eny sres, obtain-
ing the seme background informstlcen snd signed stetement ss sbove.

4, By either or both of the sbove methods, the Nominsting Committee shall
fermulete a slate of &t lesst 2 cendicstes for esch vacency. There mey be
more . On the odd numbered yeers, this shell mesn at lesst 10 cendidstes,
2 from esch ares. On the even numbered yeers, this shsll mesn et lesst
8 cendldetes, no more then £ from any one &res.

. The Chairmen shall so orgenize his committee that the sbove sletes are
completed end publication in the February Coupler is sssured. A copy of
tre slete furnished the Coupler shsll be sent to the Reglon President oy
the Nomineting Committee Cheirmsn.

L]

The Bellot shall be one pegsr of the Februery Coupler and the reverse side
of the Bellot shell conteirn the bsckground informaetion on the nomirees,
The fsce of the Ballot shall contsin all necesssry informstion for vot-
ing and meiling to Bellot Committee Cheirmer (Neme & Address), and the
deedline date for receipt of basllots. (See exhibits & & B).

The deedline dete for receipt of Bellots must not be longer than one
montk from issue dete of Coupler.

7. The Nominating Committee's duties shsll be considered complete upon pub-
licetion of the Bellot.

C. Ballot Committes:

1. The Fresident shell asppoint & T member Bellot Commlittee, prefersbly in
the seme locel eres to fecllitete close cooperation, designeting one mem=-
ber as Chalrmen,

2. The Bellot Committee Cheirman shall be the one to whom all Bellots are
meiled,

Z. Promptly after the Bellot deedline hes expired, tte Ballot Commlttee
gshell meet, open, end count the Bellote.

4. The tszbuleted results of the election shall be prepsred by the Bellot
Committee Chelrman, and certified by the other two members of the Fellot
Committee. Coples of this tsbuletion shall be sent immedistely to the
Coupler Editor to be published in the Mey isszue, slso to the Presicent,
eurrent Directors, snd to all nominees sppesring on the Bsllot.

5. Ir the event of & tie vote between two nominees from the seme sres, it
srell be so published and & vote teken at the Spring Convention smong
trose present, to bresk the tle. 4

€. A1l beilots recelved shall be peckeged end forwerded to the President, who

shell retair possession of them until those elected hsve teken offilce.
Bellots shell then be destroyed.

Continued on page 6, see PREBLE HEPORT

PIKE REGISTER

PIKE REGISTRATION NEWS
Frank W. Skutsch

At this time, there have not been enough
new registrations to make it worth while
to publish them 2t this time. They will
be published in the next issues of the
Coupler, together with any new Pikes
registered.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Oue to some mix-up on the part of the
NINRA Pike committee, only the First set
of registrations which we sent them were
registered Dy them. We sent them a
second bhatch 12/29/65, but they state
that they have not received this, or
acted wupon it. As we are not at this
time =ble to send them a duplicate list,
we must advise you that if you have
registered a pike with this (NER) commi-
ttee, and have received the NER certifie
cate, but have not by now received =n
MMRA pike certificate For any or all the
pikes registered with us, you should now
sand you registration direct to the
NIM2A committes. In your 1letter, note
that this is registered with NER, ogiving
the date of our registration, and our
(NER) registration number. The place to
send this is:

James H, Whaley, “hairman

NMRA Pike Registration Committee

3108 5.W. Seaverton Highway

Portland, Oregon. 97201

Also, our NER pike committee will not
forwsrd any more registrations to the
dnaley committes, but will act only for
NER.

Please keep the registrations comming to
us, @as we hope, in the not too distant
future, to print the whold list of KER
registrations - probably within the next
) GES M

LONG ISLAND-NICKEL SILVER RR Merger 1s
0Kd.
Speclnl to Newsday: April 2nd

Washington: The Interstate Commerce Cpmm-
ission approved yesterdey the merger of
the Long Island Railroed end the Nickel
Silver Railroad. The Commisalon said the
merger Wes In the public interest be-
cause it would lesd to economies that
would result in improved service and low-
er rates.

L

A meeting of the Sunrise Trsil Division,
Northeastern Reglon, NMRA, will be held
at 1:00 p.m,, Sept. 17, 1966, in the
Mecedonia A,i.E, Church Youth Center at
37-22 Unlon 8t., Flushing, L.I. For in-
formatlon, contact Robert A, Miller,
152-27 135 Ave., Jamelca, N,Y, 11434,
Telephone 212-LA B-4077,

+* # +* %% %

Reserve Sunday, Sept. 18th for %he Ann-
ual Pamily Pienic of NER Gerden State Di-
vision to be held at the Morris Junior
Museum, home of the Morris County Hodel
RR Ass'n. in Morristown, W.J. In sddition
to the picnle, visits to the Junilor ius-
cum, the Ford Menslon, the Live Stesmers
ren ta made and 8 fantrip on the Mor—ia
Central RR 18 included, For further in-
formztion contact John Hencock, 51 Head-
ley Rd., Morristown, N.J. 07960.
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WELCOME

The following new members have joelned
us since the last issue of The Coupler

wes publlshed:
CONNECTICUT

Jelkkabs Andersons
30 Tankeroosan Hd,, Vernon

Ward 5, Becker, Jr.
10 Deepwood Dr., Hemden 06517

John C. Clowes
BFD Box 120, Sterling 06377

Psul O, Farnham
30 Storrs Hgts, Rd., Storrs

John XKennedy
6 Msin St., Mesnchester Q8040

MASSACHUSETTS

Ralph R. Devidson, Jr.
11 Hersey St., Hinghem 02043

Leslie H. Ferguson

3 Post Rd., Lenox

Arthur E, Lanesu
Ambroid Co., 305 Franklin &t. ,Boston

Robert Menepace
211 School St., So, Acton 01771

Arthur H, Merritt ILI
72 Best New Lenox Rd., FPistsfield

David Moment
16 Fells Rd., Wellesley 0Z181

Richard G, Fecze
Lexington Manor, Leurel 5t., Lee

Lance P, Powers
98 Lebanon St., Melrose

Alfred V, Simo
199 Dawes Ave,, Plttafield

Henry Trinque
20 Cole S5t., Springfield 01119

David L, Waddington
115 Park St., Brookline 02146

NEW JERSEY

Roger Gregg

7 Kent Rd., Westfleld 07000
Willism J. Lyons

55 Ssndre Circle, Westfield Q7090

Oscur Seyforth

168 Amer, Legion Terr., Dumont

NEYW YORK

Reymond Alberti

98-0%5 156th Ave., Howard Beasch 11314

Bill Behrens
21 Haverstresw Rd., Suffern

Robert E, Duncen
RRE .School Rd. Voorheesville 12186

Jemes A, Heger
Stephentown

Frank Horan, Jr.
135 Fifth Ave., No. Pelhem 10803

Stephen L. LeNier
4 Caldwell Blvd., Slingerlands 12159

Miss Nancy E. Page
115 Whitney S5%., Westbury

Harry J. Wagner
% Ruehl, B6-19 110th St.
Richmond H11l 11417

PHEELE HEPORT: Continued from page &

7. With the notificetlen te the Coupler Editor, the Presldent, Officers end
cendidates of the belloting results and the delivery of the bsllots to the
President, the duties of the Ballot Commlttee shell be consldered completed.

D. Electicn of Fresident & Vice Fresident:

1. Immedistely upon recelpt of the election results from the Bellcot Committee
the NER President shsll arrenge for & vote by the new BOD to select the
Presidernt end Vice President from the BOD. At this meeting the BOD shall
elso eppoint the Secretary, Tressurer, end Office Meneger. The President
shall announce the reaults not later than the Spring Convention and have
the results published in the eerliest possible 1ssue of the Coupler,

E. Implementation - 1966 Spring Election:

1. The ¥sss., N.H., Vt., Meine aree should not heve cendidates in this elec-
tion as there will be 2 on the BOD from thls ares untill the 1567 election.

2, A Director should be elected st the 1566 Spring Conventicn from esch of
the other 4 srses to replsce the 4 Directors whose terms expire,

3. The 1967 election should be conducted according to this new procedure,
and result in the electlon of & Directors; one from esch snres.

4, The 1068 election will result in 4 directors being elected at large and
at this point the procedure will schieve full implementatien.

EDITCR'E NOTE:; Exhibits A & B referred to in Section B, Item 6 above, although
psrt of the full commlittee report, are simply semple ballots for
use in the odd or even numbered yesrs, and heve been eliminsted
from réproductlion herein st the Editort's discreticn teo conserve
Spece.

BRADLEY VOICES MINORITY OPINION

NINCRITY REPORT SUBMITTED BY STAN BRADLEY RE: VUTinG REPRECENTATION IN N. E. R.

At tke Albeny Convention, Ivon Preble presented the report of his Committee,
which hed done & grest desl of work enéd mede various compromises in order to
come up with 2 plesn which would be feir and equitsble to =11 NER menbers. There
were, hewever, seversl smell but seemingly importent ltems where opinions diff-
ered, end 1in all felrness I feel thet the membership should be informed so tret
everyone may perticipete in meking the decisions.

PROBLEM #1:

The recomuendeticn thet the Nomineting Committee must select st leest 2.-cend-
idates for esch post. The Minority seys "What if They cen't get 277 Why make
it mandatqrzﬁ The alternctive of 2llowing additicnel nominations from the
floor, et non-election Conventions (see next item) will, in any event, be the
meens of filling possible vacancles on the slete.

PROBLEM #2:

The recommencetlon that the Nominating Committee must formulste the slate,
by "either or both of 2 methods" - its own selections plus nemes presented
by cothers. The Minority feels that this 1s £ very wesk arrangement, as it

leaves the finel selectlon entirely to the Committee. We sey to let the slate
be formulated as follows:

1. Nomineting Commlittee selects its slete of candidstes for the coming vac-
ancies, end obtsins their comsent ts run,

{1

Trese nemes must be published in the next Coupler, together with en in-
vitetion to submit sdditlionel nemes.

[&

Any group or individuals may then submit sdditionsl names in writing, if
signed by & members plus the nominee's signed consent to run. These add-
itional nemes must be lncluded in the slete to be voted on.

4, péditionsl nemes may also be nomineted from the floor st the non-eslec-
tien Convention, thus enlerging the slste and f1lling zny gaps in 1it.

5. Thereafter the ballots are sent out end returned by mail,

This elternetive method solves several problems. It satisfles those menbers
who "1ilke to see thelr cendidates" and thus oppose s stralght meil bellot. It
8150 mekes possible s wider representstion and diversity of cendidates,

PROBLEN # 3

The recommendstion is for & Ballot Commibtee to tabulete the votes. The Min-
ority feels that a Committee 1s no stronger then its Cheirmen, and that 1f
he 1s not consclenclous, nothing gets done. We have an Off'lce Manager who 1s
thoroughly familisr with our business methods, and who would probebly be a
much more suitable person to count the ballots. We prefer to let the Office
dansger hendle 1t.

Signed: Stan Bradley

HUCKOMOCK RAILROAD CLUB
The Swamp Line Route
Meetings 1lst Sunday of
the month at 8:00 P.M,
50 Elm Street

North Zaston, Mass.

NER HO Gauge NMRA

YOUE PIKE AD COULD GO HERE
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OPERATION

problem/
by ROB ROBINSON

Te start off this summer issue, Il have a
correction to make on a wintry problem,
the December one. The published sclution
(in the day Coupler) is too short by one
move. A move no. 5$ should be inserted,
reading 5-4-L to c¢. This error of omis-
sion was called to my attention by HRudy
mnorgenfruh, The extra move is dictated
by the definition of the 'move' used for
this column, which fgrbids coupling (or
uncoupling} on the fly, This makes thir-
teen moves the best for this problem.
loving to the spring problem (iday):
list of respondents follows:
Rudy sorgenfruh
John Dias (long list, eh?)

Rudy sent me a 27-move solution setting
out cars 10, 11, and 12. John's solution
involved 31 moves to set out #lU and 12,
I interpret the problem to mean that #l1
should not be set out however, so, put-
ting #11 back at £ in lkudy's answer adds
two more moves, 3Sut, cars 8 and 9 might
also need to go; the information given
isn't sufficient to decide, so John in-
cluded an alternate solution of 35 moves
to set out & and 9 as well as 10 and 12,
I hardly think a solution is worth print-
ing, since the two I received were so
different & the instructions left quite a
bit to interpretation. I hope the people
who tried it had a little fun with it

the

anyway, that's really all that counts.

an on-line
could be a division

point with a few additions. ) 4 train
4-3-2-1-L has just arrived on the main
'af ' &l the loco must make a few changes

in its consist, namely: set out car 1 at
g, 3 at b, and 4 at k. tars 0,5,7,and B
are to be picked up. Cars remaining in
the yard may bemoved but must be returned

from whence they cane. oJpur capacities
are indicated by the number following the
letter designation. st the end the train
must be somewhere on the main 'acf' ready
to proceed in the direction of 'f', with
the loco at the front end. I solved this
in 46 moves (really) on my first run-
through, but it can be cut considerably.
Aanyone wishing to show me what he can do
is asked to send it to me at 1285 Lepine
Street, Saint-Laurent, wuebec, Uanada.
and Here's to a Good Summer for All!l!

The summer problem involves

yard (perhaps this

of pipspective membership form has been
used, It 1s similer to the National form
but has sdded one very lmportent questlion
--"What can you do to help your Region?"
Meny varied offers of nelp were made snd
Pres. Jack Alexender 1s being kept sd-
vised as new ones come in.

If you 8s s member of NER know of & mo-
del reil who isn't & menmber of elther
NMRA or WER, then see hlm soon and sign
him up.

See you in Portland this fall.
DICK TOWLE

MEMBERSHIP NOTES

column by

Dick & Andy Towle

Your lMembership Commitbtee has recently
malled 556 invitsations to joln NER, and
over TO peraons responded by joining.
With this large group joining us, and
the large percentage of renewals which
Office Hanager Ken Hyslop hess successful-
ly obtained, Reglon membership polls haw
passed the 1,000 mark.

In the most recent meiling, a new type
Continued Top of NWext Column

CHASE STEAM
THIS SUMMER
Feature by Jeff French

Reilfans and model rails travelling on
vacation this summer will have more opp-
ortunity to ride behind snd photograph
stesm locomotives than hes been poasible
for several yesrs. Your Editor 1s here-
with listing = me jorlty of those operst-
ing in the NWortheastern ststes

#108.

ern 2-6-2 #7.
ery end 5 miles of 4 percent grede. Duel

deperts Resder 10:30 Mondeys, Wednesdeys,
and Frideys, extrs on Ssturdeys during
the summer. Powered by ex-Werren & Sel-
ine River 2-B-0 #1702 or 2-6-2%3 #1l1 or
Allow a full day for the trip-1t's
not & "ouickie" but handles freight en-
route .

THE SILVERTON TRAIN, D&RGW RR, Durango,
Colerede. Ninety mile round trip daily
to Silverton depsrts Durango 9:00 A.M.,
returns 6:00 P,M. MNerrow gaeule Mlkes
provide the steam power, usually 2 sec-
tions, advance reservations necessary,
Reiltens welcome to roem the yerd st Dur-
engo &nd generally other sctivity in pro-
gress 88 nsrrow geuge frelght service 1=z
st1ll opersted to Alemoss, Colo. and
Permington, New Mexlco.

THE BLACK HILLS CENTRAL RR, Hill City or
Keystone, South Dskote.

A twenty mile
round trip using ex-Prescott & Northwest-
Pestures excellent scen-

geuged from Hill City to Oblivion end mey

be opersting 10-mile round trip with 5 ™

foot geuge Shay or 2.8-2, Dsaily during
the summer starting et 8:30 from Hill
City, round trip requires about £ hours.

CONTINUED FROM THE MAY COUPLER
NORTH CAROLINA
If you contemplate & vecetion to the
Grest Smoky dMounteln Netliconal Ferk or
BElue Ridge Wetlonel Perkway, the follow-
ing will not be out of your way:

on U.S.
Indied
is the

TWEETSIE RAILROAD et Blowing Rock
Z2l1. Clrcus etmosphere including
sttaclk, but ex-ET & WHC 4-6-0 #12
femous"Tweetsie" eand the ex-White Pass &
Yukon 2-f+2 is just as suthentic. The 3
mile ride on this 3 foot geuge costs
%2.10 for sdults.

BICHLANDER RR at Maggie on U.S.19, west
of Asheville 18 e stenderd geuge 5 mile
round trip behind either one of two Hels-
lers. Operstion starts st 11:00 A.M,

ORAHAM COUNTY RR, Robbinsville on U.E.
129 to its interchenge with the Southern
RR at Topton. This 1s the genulne arti-
ele using Sheys for power. Does not run
on Sundeys or Mondeys. Letest NMRA Bull-
etin indicates the Graham County also in-
tends to scquire passenger equlpment and
provide rldes for tourists this summer.

TENNESSEE

GOLDRUSH, PIGEON FORGE, GATLINBURG & WEST
ERN, formerly the Rebel:-Reilroad, et Pig-
eon Forge on U.5.441. Three foot gauge,
seme ownership es Tweetsle, just as cir-
cusy, but ex-White Pass & Yukon 2-8-2 3
1¢0 1s genulne. Look out for Rebel attacl

EAST TENNESSEE & WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA,
Johnson City on U.£,11. This is a common
carrier opersting freight only between
Johnson City end Elizebethton with daily
schedule. Uses either 2-8-0 #207 or #
208 end both these Consolidatlons are in
mint condition. Don't miss this before
someone cons them into buylng a diesel.
If you wlsh sccess to the yards prior
permission should be obteined from the
Mensgement ., Traln mekes up about 10 AM.

WEST VIRGINIA
CASS MOUNTAIN SCERIC RY,., st Cess, 5 mlles
from Stete Route 28. Shays, Sheys, end
more Shaye; 5 st letest count, This is
a Stete perk at Cheat Mtn., 8% mile rourd
trip includes switchbacks, teskes 2 hours.
Dsily June through Lebor Dey starting at
11 A.M. 8nd weekends mic-Mey through Oct.

BEST QF 'THE REST
If you are golng farther west on your ve-
cetion, but not all the way to the West
Coast, try to include the following:

REATER RAILROAD, Resder, Arkansas. Trl-
weekly mixed train, 24-mile’ round trip
E

Continued at Top of Next Column

BOARD ACTIUNS; Continued from page 1

NEV BUSINESS:

wes felt by A, Gooding, esnd concurr-
ad by J. Alexander that there is no need
for a dues increese 8t this time because
of the present high in membership fig-
ures, snd therefore could not be justi-
fled.

On a motion by T, Frange, seconded by
A, Gooding, it was voted with all in fav-
or, that a speclal contest for the NER
20th Anniversary reefer be held st the
Fall Convention with & specisl castegory
certificate to be awarded.

On motion by K., Hyslop, second by T.
Prenge, 1t was voted to return the older
Delawsre Trophy to its donors, the Summ-
it-New Providence Model RR Club with the
sincere thenks of the Reglon end those
to whom it has been presented.

Jeff French recommended that the judg-
es at this end at subsequent conventlon
model contests be allowed to sward Hon-
orable Mention certificates, since these
also count towsrds esrning Achlevement
Certificates. On motlon by A, Gooding,
seconded by D,MacDonald, 1t was voted
with =11 in favor, that the President
bring the matter to the ettention of the
Model Contest Chairman.

It was voted to adjourn st 10:57 p.m.

Special Meeting, Boerd of Directors, NER,
NMRA, Mey 21, 1966,Thruwasy Motor Inn, Al-
bany, N.Y.

President Jeck Alexsnder cslled the meet-
ing to order at 10:45 p.m. Directors pre-
sent were Gooding, Hyslop, MscDonald,
Prange, Alexander as proxy for Dohn and
Robinson, snd Hyslop &8 proxy for Anne
Hacketf s

VOTED: That sttendence at Business Meet-
ings be limited to paid up members, as
evidenced by membership cerds snd/or
records of the Secretary or 0ffice Man-
oper.

VOTED: That one ballot must be filled
out for esch proxy submitted st &n El-
ectlon Meeting.

VOTED: That Mike Pearsall be swarded a
speclisl NER car kit as a gift of epp-
recistion for his efforts in producing
the kit.

VOTED: Thet the Secretary send letters te
Art Lanesu and George McCeuslin express-
ing the apprecistion of the Region for
their contributions of effort and mat-

Continued on page 12, sese BOARD ACTIONS
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DIVISION

GARDEN STATE

Fred Huss, Sec'y., 191 West Milton Av.,
Rahway, N. J. 07085

The June 15th meet wes held st the PacH
iflc Southern Club, Rocky Hill, NW.J.
There were 58 people in sttendance, supp-
lying this Division with 21 new members.
Clinics were held explaining the opers-
tion of the layout, its electricsl con-
struction, and their history. A clinic
was also given on the general construc-
tion of models emphasizing the pitfalls
2 modeler can get himself into and how
to avold them. There was operetion before
and after the clinies.

The next meet will be held in Morris-
town, N.J. on Sept. 18 end is our annusl
picnic. There willl be & visit %o the
Morristown Historicsl Museum where the
Morristown Model RR Club is under con-
struction, asnd there will also be the
opportunity of riding behind steam on
the Mopris County Central Railroad. The
picnic is free but there will be a charge
for the steam trip. Subscriptions will
be available to the "Whistle Post" for
$0.50 for 10 issues.

The meet after the sbove will be held
at the Summit-New Providence HO Reilrosd
Club on Rov. 19 and on Jan. 2B, 1967 at
the Garden State Central Model RR Club
in Long Branch, W.J.

8 nlJ AL AR P
‘TTI
ALOUE )
Dr. Darryl E,R.Townsend, 5686 Queen Mary
Rd., Montreal 29, Quebec, Canade

No report was received from the Alousette
Divisicn in time for publicetion in this
lssue of the Coupler.

HUB

Herold I, Clerk, Sec'y 3 Frederick St%t.,
Worcester, Mess. 01605

The Hub Division's Spring Littlé Con-
ventlon, held Saturday,, April 18, at the
Sacred Heart Parlsh Hall, Menchester,
Mass., was attended by 2350 enthusiastic
model railroeders and thelr guests.

SulS

r —

The convention, probably best known be-]
cause of 1ts three dollar reglstrstion
fee (bsnquet included), hed several new
innovetiona for those in attendance. Top-
ping the 1ist was & €0-mile fantrip on
the Boston & Maine's Gloucester Branch.
A two unlt Buddliner took 125 convention-
eers from Manchester to Rockport, where

(ED. NOTE: Formstion of two new Divis-
ions, Sunrise Treil end Rhode Islend,
heve mede 1t necesssry to provide suff-
icient space for Division News, These
reports will no longer be reproduced on
the back page of the Coupler.)

Clinics were handled by Al "Limey" La-
lime and included: "Why Not A Trolley
Line" by Skip Clark; "Scenery" by Earl
Smallshaw; "The Shay-The Climax-The
Heisler" by David Newcomb; "Building
Diorames" by Dave Frary; and "Mines and
Mining Railroads™ by George Konrad. Al-
80 presented were several tape slide
shows.

Movies were provided by Bill MacIver
and included such titles as: "At This Mo-
ment", "Museum Train", "The Canedian",
"Vistadome Adventure", "Snow on the Run",
and "Last of the Giasnts",

A large area was set aside in the adja-
cent Bpy Scout Meeting Hell for manufsc-
turers' dilsplays, model displays, and a
coffee bar operated by Boy Scout Troop 3.
Display offerings included Ambroid Comp-
any, Tracksids Industries, Baldwin Scale
Models, Ron Ziel, Clark Benson and East
Boston Hobby Shop.

One hundred ninety-nine Hub members and
their guests, fhe lergest number in the
Division's history, enjoyed a barbequedy
chicken dinner prepared by Chef Bill
Crane and his crew. Head table guests in-
cluded Father John Bowen of the Sacred
Heart Parish, 1965-66 Hub Division Chair-
men and Mrs. Roy Sulllvan, Banquet Speak-
er Ron Ziel, Nutmeg Div. Chalrmesn snd Mrs
Cherles Bettinger, Manchester Selectmen
John Cullinene, Reglon President and Mrs.
Jack Alexander, and Convention Cheirmsn
and Mrs. Richard Towle.

After the banquet, the annual busineas
mepting wes held and then over 30 lucky
‘model reils were awarded thelr deoor priz-
es which included seversl for the ladles
only. Spesker. of the evening, Ron Ziel,.
then geve a profusely illustrated slide
talk on his most recent travels in quest
of the stesm locomotive, both in this
country and Mexlico.

Members of the Committee were Dick
Towle, Chalrmen; Al Lalime, Vice Chair-
man-Clinies; C.Pres Merrill, Vice Cheir-
man-Program; Paul Hackett, Fentrip Direc-
tor; Dick Wentzell & Harold Clark, Reg-
istrations; Charllie Bettinger, Nutmdg Di-
vision Lialson; Jack Alexsnder & Al Good-

Continued on page 12, see HUB

NEWS

Miss Nency Page, Reporter, 115 Whitney
5t., Westbury, N.Y,

The second meeting of the Sun¥ise Trail
Division was held in the Cethedrsl House
of the Garden City Cethedrsl on June £5.
After a brief business meeting the mem-
bers were given the opportunity to hear
several 1llve clinics. The first of these,
presented by Een Mertin, deslt with brid-
ges, partlicularly concrete arch bridges.
Ken described his own techniques for sim-
ulating conorete with plaster applied to
s cardboard base. This was followed by
two clinies on traction. The first dealt
with trolley lines on Long Island and
was presented by Ira Rothberg. The sec-
ond, presented by Bob Miller dealt with
the New York City subway system and in-
cluded slides taken by Mr. Miller. Aft-
ar the first sesslon of these clinics a
bresk was taken for refreshments and s
drawing for door prizes. The winners and
thelr prizes were: Charlie Page an Akane
Ma snd Pa Consollidatlon; Hank Statlkowskl,
Kadee trucks and couplers;Lenny Laufer a
cable car kit; Tom Castrigsn a Practical
Guide to Model Rallroeding; and Laura
Pollock, Néw Heven RR employees timetab-
les. The elinics then resumed with s re-
peat of the clinic on bridges and the
second clinic on traction offered. While
the second clinics were in sesslon the
Board of Directors met brlefly to decide
fmportant issues. Letters of spprecla-
tion will be sent to all who have served
the Division. The Divislon paper,- "The
Long Island Cannonball” will begin pub-
lication with the Fall issue and will
continue to be published quarterly. Tom
Prange i1s the Editor (Want this job
back, Tom?). The meeting concluded with
the showing of & movie on Americen Rail-
rosds.

during the 30 minute lsyover a "run-in"
was staged for the photographers. The
shutterbugs also had a field day with the
Brownholst crane which 1s still in use

on the team track. Also, designed to
please the camera fans, was & large yell-
ow benner reading "Hub Convention Spec-
1s1" psinted by fantrip director Paul
Hackett.

[ | Hui |
o3 CONVENTRN

CPECHL

(Photo by T.J,0'Connor, Jr.)
HUB LITTLE GONVENTION SPECIAL AT ROCK-

PORT: PAUL W. HACKETT & RICKY TOWLE

RHODE ISLAND

Hans F, Schell, Sec'y., 125 May S5t.,
South Attleboro, Mess. 02774

The Rhode Island Division of the North-
eastern Ragion 18 out of the yard and
running on the main line.

On Saturday, June 11th, with 27 people
present, the Hhode Islsnd Division was
organized in the Methewson Street Meth-

odist Church in downtown Providance, R.I.

After sdopting a Constitution end By-
laws, nine Directors were elected, who in
turn elected the Rev, Honeld Adecock,
Chairman, the Rev. Eugene Charsky, Vice
Chairmen and Hens Schell, Secretary-Trea-
surer.

Lending morsl support on the formation
of the new Division were Jack Alexander,
NER Presldent, Dick Towle, Hub Div,
Cheirmen, Dick Wentzell, Hub Div. Direct-
or end Herold Clerk, Hub Div. Secretary.

The Rhode Island Division Bosrd of Dir-
ectors will be meeting in July to 'formu-

late their plens for the future.

NUTMEG

Carl E.Peschel, Sec'y-Tress.,. 12 Pros-
pect St., Glastonbury, Conn.

Twenty-three representatives from the
Nutmeg Divislion enjoyed the excellent
program and asctivities at the Hub Div.
Spring Little Conventlon on April 16.

On May 14, the May meeting of the Div-
ision started et the New Haven RR stetion
in YWew Haven with s talk by treinmester
F.P,Doran about the NHRR in general and
the terminsl esres 1n particuler. The talk
was followed by & tour of 5575, the C.T.
C. tower et the terminal, gulded by two
trainmester assocliates of dr. Doran. The
talk before the tour was held in s coach
spotted 8t the termeinel. The membership
then moved to the Reilroad YMCA on State
St. for the business meeting and gener-
al get together.

On July 17th the Nutneg Divislon held its
annual summer picnic as a Joint affair
with the Hub Division at Leke Park in
Worcester, Mass.

The September meeting of the Division
will be held on Sept. 24th at the Conn-
ectlicut Electric Rallway Assn. Museum at'
Warehouse Foint, Conn.

(Glad to see these signs of 1life in the
Nutmeg Division.-ED.)
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Ramblings of a Model Railroad and

exeees Builder by H K. Burrill

Is there asnything more appesling to & model bullder than & complete circus
train? The brightly painted end lettered cers and wagons, loaded with endless
emounts of props and equipment. The fascination of railrosd cars riding the
reils far from their original assignments. Of people and enimals being trans-
ported from one community to enother in en orderly fashion as everything falls
into place as the various psrts and equipment arrive.

Let us take & trip to the "runs" locsted in our model railrosd village
freight yerd and watch the circus arrive and unlosd. OK, we will meet early in
the morning, say 6 a.m. and let our imegination tske us back thirty-five or for-
by years to the time when the "Big Shows" rode the reils. Circus treins varied
in size from two end three car shows to the glents, who losded and used eighty to
one hundred cars. The circus we will visit will have sbout eighty cers and will
travel in four sections of esbout twenty cars esch. -

As we approach the freight yard we find we are reslly late as the first sec-
tlon hes alresdy unloaded and the wagons are moving along the roed to the cir-
cus lot. Everywhere We look there 1s activity. Spectstors like ourselves are
grouped near the runs watching the wagons come over the cars and down the runs.
There appears to be at least a dozen flats in the cut that is being unlosded.
Here comes a wagon over the empty flests, pulled slong the cer-by & pair of dap-
ple grey horses wslking beside the car. A rope runs from the doubletrees to the
loading ring on the front side of the wagon. It is guided slong the car by =
strapping young fellow known as the "poler". He sure hes his hends full keeping
the wheels running streight es the wagon crosses from one cer to the next. As
the wegon resches the end of the esrs and comes to the runs a rope is fastened
to & rear unlosding ring snd the rope pssses sround s snubbing post loceted on
the side of the flat cer. Here the descent of the wegon 1s controlled by s work-
men easing or Inoreesing the tension of the rope. Severel other wegons are on
their way slong the cars, pulled by other tesms of horses. As soon &s the wagon
hits the ground the pull-over horses ere unhitched and the wagon is hauled awsy
by four, six or even an eight horse hiteh.

Off to our right are the stock cers the horses arrived in. There are four of
them for this section. Three cers esre old wooden sixty-five footers with truss
rods. The lower half of the ecar ™s verticelly sheathed in wood, whlle the upper
helf is slatted esgainst the inside of the car frame. The fourth cer is & seven-
ty-two footer with slet sides snd outside breces. The sixty-five foot cars can
ry twenty-eight head of horses, the seventy-two footer 32 hesd. We see these
horses being hitched into teams &nd welting for the wegons to come off the flats.
There must be fi1fty or sixty horses with drivers, waiting to move out.

On the seme track with the flats but further along sre the sleeperas for the
men. Two of the three are 0ld wooden cers with arch windows end truss rods.
These cars must have been the pride of some prospercus rellroad et the turn of
the century, fitted with plush cerpets and vpholstery. Todey they sre fitted
with bunks, three high, two men to a bunk, sbout ninety men to & cer, The third
car 1s of steel of more modern design, a solarium cer from tome nsme trein no
doubt. However, todsy 1t 1s still held in awe by some. 1ts bunks sre tiered on-
ly two high in half of the car. These bunks are occupled by the boss drivers end
other titled men. This car also has s section, the former solerium, fitted out
for a hasty bite to eat. In circus terms this is the "pie can®,

Let's take 8 walk along the flets, look over the csrs, snd see what is left
to unloasd, before the cers are pulled out snd the next section asrrives. The
first five or six cars in this cut eppesr to be fairly new seventy-two foot cars,
These cars esre of steel plste forming the gunweles snd reinforced top 8nd bottom
with engle iron. They are about thirty inches in depth in the center snd sbout
twenty four inches &t the ends. Four rows of' plenks run longitudinally across
rendom spaced floor plenks. Chock blocks litter the center of the cer floors,
Wonder if there Iis & builder's plete on these cars? They are Warren type, bullt
by the Werren Tenk Car Co., and delivered new to this show, Furthep along’the
treln sre seversl flets with fish belly type of gunwales snd verticel pleces of
engle iron every four feet or so. Thesewwe recognize as flats from the Mount
Vernon Cer Co., who mede numerous flets snd stock cars for meny & circus. Here
is = flet sti1ll partly loeded that looks Just 8 1little different from the Mount
Vernon cars,., The specing of the vertical angle iron is a little different and
the fishbelly is not so deep. The builder's plste over the bolster Indicates it
wes 8 product of the Keith Car Mfg. Co. of East Chicago.

The wagons left on this flet sre cages. One is covered with canves while the
other has wooden sides, with vent window, over the cage bars. Fancy sheded lett-
ering on these psnels tell us the cage contsins "Bengel Tigers". We must be
getting to the menagerie section. The next car is & real odd baell. It has side
8ills that are streight with sheort verticel and diegonal braces with planks on
edge running the entire length. Also we note s fishbelly underframe, Reminds
you of & stock cer cut down to eight or nine inches above the floor. Mekes a
good flat, and ss fthe show sterts to mechsnize more of these stook cars will be
avelleble for similar treatment. The next flat is e peal oldy, notice 1t is run
nesr the end of the train. It is made entirely of wood with elght truss rods um
der it &end s wooden center sill. Quite & car in 1ts day, slmost 62 feet long but
8t1ll able to handle three heevily losded wsgons.

Strange thing sbout the wagons, most of them have something carried on the
sides or henging underneath. Such things ss tsble tops, side poles, bale rings,
ring curbs, doubletrees, light poles, etc. A eircus usuelly hee equipment of

Continued on pege 11, see RAMBLINGS

THE GELATIN WINDOW

No, not a new method of naking window
pane but another aspect of enjoying
prototype railroading. The aspect all-
uded to is SLIDE TRADING. Instead of
trading kits or money for brass locos,
slide trading involves the exchangs of
slides of railroads in your area for
those from other parts of the world.
The wvariety of types of trades is as
varied as the interest in different
phases of model railroading. There are
those that trade "roster" type slides
of locos, some are interested in stsam
locos (active and/or display), otheres
prefer rolling stock especially cabeese
and special equipment not widely dipur-
sed, while, like in model railroading,
some traders are interssted in many, if
not all phases of prototype railroading
and thusly would be interested in most
any "interesting" railroad scene.

As with any form of trading, you must
have somethéng to trade. In slide tra-
ding, good, clear, well lighted slddes
are the primary reguirment. In "compe-
sing" the slide, wview the scene as if
it was to become a part of your collec-
tion or an entry in a photo contest.
This means staying away as much as pos=-
ible from obstructions that will de-
tract from the major submect. Don't
cut off &he ends of locomotives, or get
too far from your subject so that it is
indistinguishable. Another main point
is that most if not all traders reguest
slides that are horizontal and not ver-
tical. Since the slide is telling a
story some additional information about
the slide should be given on the binder
Such informatien as "name of railroad,”
number"” of subject (such as loco No.)
"location", '"date taken" and your name
and address.

As you trade you will learn the wants
of others so you "slide taking" can
become more selective. However, to
start a "roster" type collection, Locos
are the best subjects, (breadsides or
3/4 view.)

Since most traders will not consider
duplicate slides (except in certain
situations such as where the subject is
no longer available) it is very sconom-
ical to take several shots of the same
subjects, rather than only one, since
this will give you material to trade
with several traders. Or, you can use
a "negative" color film, such as Koad-

color or Agfacoclor reversal. Thesa
films are wusually thought of as being
only for making color prints. This is

not the case, for you can have any num-
ber of slides made from each good color
negative, the quality of which is often
better than that you can get from the
usual reversal (or slide) color Films
such as Kodachrome, Agfachrome, etc.
Watch your exposurel Especially if
you are trying to get a slide of a dark
steam engine, it is advisable to take
your exposure meter reading of the sha-
dow area, so you don't loose detail in
those spots which usually have the most
interest. This is most critical with
reversal films, much less critical with
the negative films, wheee much can be
corrected in making the slide from the
color negative. (Another plus for the
color negative film is there may be
those who would prefer color prints For
their collections - and for that matter
it should be noted that you can't dis-
count black and white, which are much
cheaper, and where you can seasily make
up enough prints from any negative to
satisfy all potential swappers.)

When actual trading begins you will
find that most traders will send a sel-
ection for you to select from. When
returning those not desired send along
a selection of your slides Ffrom which
your correspondent can make his select-
ions. Although trading is done one-for

Continued on page 10, see GELATIN
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often there will be a balance due
correspondent retained
than you did of his (and
vice-versa). This is accepted procesd-
ure since over many trades this uneven
score will balance out.

As your collection grows the necessity

ane,
you because a
more of yours

of easy refiew of you traded slides
prasents itself. There is available a
20 pocket vinil plastic "slide Ffile
album page" that allows easy review,

yet completely protects the slide (obt-
ainable from S5lide International, P.O.

Box B, Gardena, Cal., 35¢ sach, less
than 10 per order; or 29¢ each, 10 or
more per order postpaid), and so de-
signed for easy removal of slides for
prajection.

The ons remaining item necessary to

get started is finding those similarly
inclined. There are several ways to
accomplish this. The first is to read
the Swapper's column in the model and
prototype magazines, particularly in
RAILROAD Magazine and in RAILROAD MODEL
CRAFTSMAN, Another method is to adver-
tise your name in your regional paper,
the SWAPS column of the BULLETIN or the
commercial publications. The last way
would be for someone to act as a go-
between or clearing house for an area.
Maybe there is someone in the region
who would be willing to do this?

That's about all there is to getting
started in another interesting and in-

AWARDS , Continued

MANHATTAN MODEL R.R, CLUB PHOTQO CONTEST

Color Prototype: Glenn Wagner,

Color Model: No entry

Black & White Model: Doug Smith

Bleck & White Prototype (still):
George Hockada

Bleck & White Prototype (motion]):
David Waddington

formative aspect of "The Love of the
Iron Horsa."
AWARDS : Continued from pege 4
Soratch Section
2nd Awerd: Robert Bard Master
3rd Awerd: Robert Bird Master

1st Award: Normen Briskmen Creftsmen

2nd Awsrd: Normen Briskmen Craftsman

3rd Awerd: Herold Horner Craftsmen
Preight and MofW, S
Scratch Section

and lerger

2nd Award: Eugene Wolfe, Master
3rd Award: Mike PFearsall Master
2nd Awerd: H.K. Burrill Craftsman
3rd Award: H.K. Burrill Craftsmsn

STRUCTURES, :
Sceretch section, S and larger
1st Award: John A, Young Creftsmen

Scratch section, double-0 and smaller

2nd Award: Doug Smith Master
3rd Awerd: Don Clerke Master
2nd Award: Dave Messer Craeftsman
Srd Awerd: John Klotz Craftsman

01d stetions never die. Some become rurn-
iture factories like this one at Stepney
Depot ,Conn.

BRT D&H CABOCSE #10 SPECIAL CONTEST
lst Awerd: Normen S, Briskmen
2nd Awerd: Frenk A. deSantis
3rd Awerd: Eugene Wolfe

L]
NER CAR CONTEST
3rd Award: HRobert Kirsh

Continued on next column

Model Railroad Adhesive Techniques

From a clinic presented by Erwin Chaim
at the Fall 1965 RMR Convention.

Glues and adh=2sives have been with
us for many years. The Egyptians used
gun Arabic, egg white, and tree resins
as glues. Genesis tells of the used of
a natural asphalt called Bitumen in con
struction of the Tower of Babel. At
present, glues are used in ENOTMOUS
guantities in industry and have becaome
very specizlized and sophisticated.

There are numerous types of adhesive
materials that ane may use in our Field
of model railroaddny, 2ll of which have
been designed for specific uses. The
trick is to determine the best glue to
use for the effect you wish to achieve.
There are, * however, a few Basic Facts
which are common to all adhesive tech-
nigues and materials. For examole, ags
is an important factor to consider be-
cause all oglues and adhesives have a
definite shelf life. Some glues are
more seriously affected than others.
01d glues tend to 1lose their holding
power, often thicken, or solidify. Use
fresh glue whenever possibke for best
results, This is especially true with
the more volatile glues such as Ambroid
Keeping with the subject of age and
shelf 1life, the glue joint =2lso has a
measurable life. I find that bonds
made with the wolatile types of glues
get brittle in eight to twenty vyears.
Hide glues (such as those used in fur-
niture joints) often crystalize after a
period of a2 dozen years. I find white
glues superior for woad joints in the
Denver area, primarily because of the
dry climate.

Another basic rule comman in the use
of all glues. is surface preparation,
This is achieved by cleaning and/or
crazing (roughing-up) the glue area.
For example: IF you wish to use an ad-
hesive on metal surfaces, such as on
locomotives or castings, wusz a Ffine
metal file and slightly break the sur-
face. Use a2 de-greasing agent such as
En-Itrt, acatone, or alcohol to clean
the area to remove skin oil and dirt.
A word of caution: Ventilate your work

area. If alcohol or Acetone are used,
be sure that they are purs. Read the
label carefully as some commercially

prepared azlcohols contain oils. Lilly's
91% IsoPropyl alcohol or En-Irt are ex-

clips, string, tiny plastic "travel"
clothespins, etc. When it is impossible
te clamp, you can often wuse a contact
cement, either alone or in combination
with other adhesives to achieve vyour
result. MOST IMPORTANT: Don't ever
rush the drying or curing time of your
glue joint. This is one common rule
you must always observe when using any

glue. Don't peekl Don't testl Because
you'll break or weaken the bond. Arr=-
ange your time so that while waiting

for the glue to cure, you have another
modelling job to do in the meantimse.

# NOTE: Their use has been fatalill’
Part II

Pieces of wood were
cific manner to test wvarious glues for
strength. A machine measured the point
at which the glue, or the wood gave way
under pressure measured in lbs. per
square inch. (PSI).

"Soft-Joint Glues"

prepared in a spe-

Brand PSI when cured
Clamped Un-Clamped

Caontact Cement 1,280

Goo -~ 230

Multibond 20 10

These glues do not harden solidly in

the joint, hence the name. They are not
too strong, but may be used with other
adhesives when two surfaces to be glued
cannot be clamped. The contact cement
will hold the joint immediatelly while
the slowsr setting adhesive makes a
strong bond. Heat will wusually part
joints. Attach rail to ties with Plio-
bond and then spike. Reil will releass
immediatelly for adjustment during pla-
cement around curves by touching with
hot spldering iron.
"yolatile Glues"

Brand PSI when cured
Clamped Un-Clamped
Duco 1,860 2,900
Ambroid 240 1,300
Thus it seems better not to clamp when
a volatile glue is used. Other glues
af this type are the "housshold" and
Testor's (tube) glus. These gluds are
pxtremely toxic and can cause liver
damage =after prolonged uss. Do_not

breath vapors or exposs to skin. If
you do use them, allow thin coat to dry

on both pieces then add a 1little more
lue and make final set.
?Editnr's notes use in a ventilated are:
"Epoxy Resin"
PSI when cured
Clamped Un-CIamped
Fresh 5,500 3,720
2 years old 3,800

The wood gave way before the clamped
oints, so the resin and the white glue
gbaluw] may have withstood even more
PSI. The strong-bonding epoxy resins
are used to adhere two nonporous mater-
ials together (i.e.t Metal to Metal)
when soldering is not possible; and/or
unlike materials (ie:Metal to plastic.)

cellent, IF YOU WISH TO USE A DE~GREA- Soldering is best for metal to metal,
SER SUCH AS CAREION TETRACLORIDE GR_TRI- but if mizture is correct, Epoxy will
CHLORETHELENE , WEAR CLOVES, HAVE A WIND hold. Epoxy resins are toxic; exerciss
OW CPEN AND & FAN OPERATIN TO REMOIVE caution, do not expose to skinl
THE VAROFS, BOTH CAN CAUSE LIVER DAMAGE Wi "

; White Glues
AFTER PROLONGED EXPOSURE.# Clean hands =BTy WRen tuisd

and 2 clean work a2rea are essential re-
guirements before beginning to prepare
the wood joint for glus. I use white
paper towsls as a base for my work arez
beczuse it reflects light, is absorbent
and disposable. Wood pieces cut to fit
generally are clean enough to be glued.
If not, sand at the joint for a smooth
and clean surfaca. Shiny plastic sur-
faces to be bonded should be lightly
sanded to craze the surface. Some
plastics and nylons will dissolve if de-
greasing agents are used,.

Most glues give better results if
the two surfaces to be bonded are clam=-
ped together during the curing time
with at lerast enough pressure to insure
a tight fit. "C" clamps and vices are
helpful, but you often use common house-
hold items =as clamps such as weights,
clothes pins, rubber bands, alligator

ADHESIVES Continued on Next Column

Clamped Un-Clamped
TitebondiEvertite 4,340 5,040
Elmer's 5,100 5,300
Weldwood 4,250 2,880
White glue, thinned with water (with
detergent =added as e wetting agent,

will adhere ballast. Pour your ballast
on ties, arrange it, and add glue solu-
tion with eyedropper until wet. If fi-
ber ties are used, a dull lacquer is
better so ties won't warp.

Plastic Cement: Best adhesives fuse
plastics together (Testor's 1liguid,

Methyl Ethyl Ketone,) Very toxic: Use
care when using them.

Special thanks to Bob Slattery, who
gave ssveral evenings and one whole
afternoon to test the wood samples for
me.

Erwin Chaim
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TROLLEY SPARKS

column by
JERRY LAWLOR

Summer 1s ebout to begin ss I am writ-
ing this column. This is the season when
most model rsilrosders, end I suspect
trolley modelers as well, become arm-
cheir modelers. This is the time when
many of us catch up on our reading, take
vacatlon trips, teke plctures and notes
of prototypes, snd make sketches and
notes of those things we would like to
add to our layouts when we get the time.

Within the Northeastern Region you
can still visit prototype operations st
Boston and Newsrk. Older cars mey still
be seen at the verious trolley museums
in this ares., Now is the time to get out
your camers snd note pad. Tske all the
pletures you can; make notes of even the
smallest detalls, You will find them in-
valuable for leter reference. How often
heve I heard people sey they wished they
had teken more pictures of steam engines,
How often I have hesrd Joe Brown or Hank
Smith say they wish they had taken pic-
tures of trolleys in thelr home towns.
Once the lines asre pulled off 1t becomes
difficult to get informetion end pic-
tures. Don't wait. Do your picture tek-
ing now,.

Whet can you do if you want to model
& particular car or line? Check your NMRA
Feriodical Index; you may find reference
to one or more erticles which can be lo-
cated in one of the model megezines,
Check your local librery; some meintasin
files of newspsper clippings on locsl
transportetion; at some you may find
files of old Electric Railway~Jounnals;
you may even find a book or two devoted
to the subject.

Meny trolley museums sell e variety
of publications which msy be of sssist-
ance to you. Many of their members have
material in their personsl collections
which can be made avallable to interest-
ed individusls., Sometimes locel histori-
cal socletles mey have materisl of inter-
est to you on file.

If all else falls, you might try writ-
ing to me or Jeff French. Perhaps we can
print a brief request for informstion
for you in The Coupler. It's possible
that one of our NER members may have the
answer that you asre looking for.

NER CAR KIT
CONTEST

The new FER 20th Anniverssry car kit,
now asvaileble from either Office lenager
Ken Hyslop, # Trein Exchsnge Center, 3636
Main St., Stretford, Conn. or David C.
MacDonzld, 19Fairmount Ave., East Wey-
meuth, Mass. for just $3.00 plus 25¢ pos-
teger and handling charge, will be the
subject of & speclel model contest at the
Portlend, Keine Convention,

The cer may be bullt ss e reefer the
way it comes, or modified as the owner
desires. The kit 1s described and illus-
trated elsewhere in this issue of the
Coupler,

Connecticut Miver Kailroad
HO Gauge

Donald 5. Robinson
408 Davis St., Greenfield, Mass,

Rio Grande Pagosa & Northern (HOn3)
Kilkenney Lumber Company (HO)

THE N.E.R. OFFERS ITS Z20th ANNIVERSARY REEFER KIT TC ALL MODELERS

The Northeastern Reglon is celebrating 1ts 20th Annlversary by lssulng s
speciel, limited-run csr kit to commemorste the occasion. The kit is sn Ambroid
Canadisn Peclific B hatch refridgerator car, snd includes specisl dry-transfer
lettering thet will produce & striking blllbosrd reefer, with blue sides, bleck
trim and white markings, simller to the 1llustretion.

It's & craftsmen type kit, with plenty of detsll, yet eessy to build, 411
wood end the metel perts, ineluding ges supply tenk, doors with cest-on tracks,
AB brake, ledder stock, roof hatches, etc. are highly deteiled snd flash-free.
Universel coupler pockets sre included.

The ¥.E.R. is offering the kit for just §3.00 plus 25¢ postsge and handling
(A similar kit woulé cost $3.75.) It's availeble from:
David C. MacDonald
¥.E. Car Kit
19 Fairmount Avenue
o - East Veymouth, Mess, 02189

Remember, this is a limlted run, snd once these sre gone, no more cen be pro-
duced. (As a8 specisl service, we will replsce your dry-transfer, should you
spoll 1t., Simply return the spolled one, together with s stemped SAE.)

Ramblimgs of e Model Rellrosd end Circus Builder by H,Xingman Burrill

Continuved from page 9

this type loasded 1in breckets on the waégn sides while cernivsels do not. Every-
thing on & cerny 1s ususlly pleced inside the wagen &8s & genersl rule. Also
circuses pey for having thelr cars moved over the reils in multiples of five,
80 i1f you intend to have £ thirteen cer show, meke 1t fifteen end get more for
your money.

Most of the wagons have been removed from the flete, lcoks 1like the switcher
coming in to pull out the empty cut. Let's teke & welk back over to the stock
cars while the switcher pulls out tie empties. The stock csr cn the end looks
bigher then the others. The door is stilll closed but men are st work putting
thehes
the he=svy plank remp in plece, with jecks wnd blocking under it, Thoere, the door
is open, severel men enter the cer, we nesr ¢ rattle of cheins snd down the remp
cemes en elephant followed by &nother and still sncther. They must be all out
now and a8 count of trunks shows twelve bulls sre being led swsy. All elephents
ere known &S bulls. Let's lcok the car over, It 1s ebout ten feet high insice,
the sides sre sheethed horlizontelly from sill to esve. Vents are provided between
tte outside brecing. These vents are sbout elghteen inches squere end have slid-
ing doors behind the basrred openings. The ends ere vented in similer fashion on
some cars also. A peek Inside the cer shows hey and straw covering the fbor with
cheins fastened to the csr floor which in turn asre festened to the legs of these
glant bessts,

Sounds es though the switcher 1is besck pusghing in the first cut from the third
section. More losded flats, more stock cers, and more sleepers; yet everything
moves orderly. I hope viewlng the unleceding of the second section of our model
eircus hes inspired some interest in building some models of this grest Amer-
ican spectacle, the railroed circus.

The besie set-up 88 written ebove comes from the Author's own show whieh 1is
st11) being built. It is# set up ususlly once s yvesr in conjunction with the Carl
Hegenbeck Ring of the Circus Model Bullders of the esstern section of Mess,

NER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

To: Kenneth Hyslop, Office Menager
Northeastern Region, Netional Model Railroad Assoclation
125 Lordshlp Road
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

I enclose 31,00 for a full one year membership in the Northeastern

Region, National Model Railroad Association., New Renewal
Name NMRA#
Address

City State Zip

1 do not belong to the NMRA., I enclose $6,00 for membership in both
organizations,
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ACHIEVEMENT : Continued from page 3

able place by two qualified judges, spp-
ointed by the Regionel Cheirmen.)

Severel combinatlions of contest aw-
ards end Merlt Awerds can be obtsined to
come up with the awsrd requirements for
this category. For exsample, one Reglonal
plus four Merit Awards or two Reglonal
plus two Merit Awsrds are equivelent to
three Regionsl Awerds.

One final note - this category, as
well as other craftsmen type categories,
require a detalled description of all
models contérned with the applicatIon.
Attach an extra sheet with the spplica-
tion to 1list the detalls and commercial
perts edded. I cannot stress this too
strongly! Many spplicetions heve to be
returned because this description is lack-
ing. This westes time, incresses mailing
costs, and causes aggrevation on the part
of the applicant - not to mention the
Chairmsn. Let's give our new Cheirmsn a
bresk snd gef the Information in the
first time.

Well, that's 81l for now, take over,
Hon. EARL SMALLSHAW

BOARD ACTICNS: Continued from pasge 7

erisl considerstion to the NER Special
20th Anniversery Car Kit.

VOTED: Thet the WER 20th Anniversery Car
Kits be sold at §3.00 each, &snd thet
the request be mede in any sdvertising
thet § .25 sdditionel postsge be in-

HUB: Continued from pege B

ing, Auctlon; Bill MecIver, Movies; Dave
MacDonald, Manufacturers' Displays; Roy
Sullivan, Model Displays; Ralph Pearson,
Publiclty; and Don Killlam, Trsffic and
Clinics.

The Board of Directors of the Hub Div-
ision feted Charles "Pres" Merrill, Div-
ision Vice Cheirmsn and his wife Ruth on
Saturday night, June 25th at Mery Harti-
gen's Resteurent, Dedhsm, Mese. "Pres"
hes recently been trensferred from Bos-
ton to Sen Antonlo, Texes by the Depsart-
ment of Defense.

| Hub BOD member Dave MscDoneld is shown
below presenting "Pres" with & commends-
tlon plaque. The Merrills were also glven
life memberships in the Hub.

BOARD ACTIONS, Continued

serve without salary, and shull be exempt
from dues", The motlon mede and duly sec-
onded, it wes so voted. (Thenks-ED,)

The results of the Election of Directors
are reported elsswhere herein.

| VOTED: To =djourn at 12:01 B.LN.

President Jeck Alexsnder celled s Meeting
of the Board of Directors, NER, NMRA, to
order at 12:22 p.m. in the Executive Roam
Thruway Motor Inn, Albany, N,Y.,May 22,
order at 12:22 p.m., May 22, 1966 in the
Executive Room, Thruwsy Motor Inn, Al-
bany, N.Y. Dirsctors present were: Good-
ing, Hyslop, bMacDonsld, Prange, Alexan-
der a&s proxy for Dohn and Hobinson, &nd
*Hyslop as proxy for Anne Hackett.

Tom Prange agreed to send copies of the
stuffer contained in the NER 20th Anniv-
ersary Reefer kits to other Regions as
advertising, showing & price of $3.00
plus postage of § .25.

Ken Hyslop reported thaet a totsl of 74
of these kits had been sold at this Con-
vention.

VOTED: That we recommend to the Model
Contest Chalrmsn that we investigate
and consider using the NH"A system of
contest judging.

VCTED: Thet the HNER seek to obtain =
copy of the NKRA tupe-slide clinic on
Model Contest Judging and that the NERH
model contest judges te encoureged to
view the clinic prior to judging WER

cluded in mail orders to cover the cost
of postage and handllng.

VOTED: To edjourn at 11:55 p.m,

President Jeck Alexander called the Bus-
iness-Election Meeting of the W.E.H.,
N#RA, to order at 10:10 a.m. Way 22,
1966 in the Executive Room, Thruway Nob-
or Inn, aAlbeny, N.Y,

Following Officer's reports and other
routine metters, the report of the Comm-
ittee to study the division of the Reg-
ion was given by Cheirman R,H."Huegbe"
Huebenthal. He steted that the Cofimittee
had decided to ewslt the results of the
proposed chenges in the methods of elect-
ing Directors, to bé submlitted by snoth-
er Commlittes,

Continued BotSom Next Column and Col. &

The Committee to study Reglonal Repre-
sentation distributed coples of lts re-
port, Tom Prange moved that "the report
es presented be published in the next is-

sue of The Coupler."

Stan Bradley presented the views of
the minority of the sbove committee. The
meain provision was that nominastlons
should be made no% only by the nominat-
ing committee, but elsoc by nominations
from the floor et the Spring Convention.

Tom Prange emended his previous motion
to #dd thet "the portion of the minority
report which the minority conslders pert-
inent also be included in The Coupler™.
This was so voted.

-

It was proposed thet the fallowing
sentence be added to Artiecle 5, Section

TEOE COQURLmE,

Official Bulletin of the Northeastern Region
of the National Model Railroad Association

2 of the Constitution, "The Editor shell

contests.

VOTED: On recommendetion by the Auctlon
Rules Committee, "That ifems under
$3.00 be sold on B separate btable.
Those items over {3.00 in velue with s
minimum and not scold will require &
Tee of 1U% of the minimum price, not
to exceed {1.C0. Those items sold will
require the normel fee."

VOTED: To propose sn snendrent to the By-
laws reletive to non-sttendsnce by Dir-
ccetors st mectings. This proposel is
Fublished elsewhere in this Coupler.

VOTED: To.sdjourn st 1:04 p.m.

-

125 Lordship Road STRATFORD, COMNMN. OG497




