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GREENF IELD_ CONVENT I ON
TO HAVE STEAM FANTRIP

Monadnock Steamtown & Northern Train Passing
Golf Course at Keene, N.H. On The Scenic Run
To Mount Gilboa (East Westmoreland),

An old fashioned STEAM fantrip will
be the main feature of the NER 1962 Fall
Convention on October 26-28, Headquarters
for the meeting will be the Hotel Weldon
in Greenfield, Mass., where a full pro-
gram of clinics, model contest, dinner,
speaker and auction has been scheduled.

The convention fantrip will be on the
Monadnock Steamtown & Northern's "Steam
Trainof Yesteryear" from Keene to Mount
Gilboa (East Westmoreland), N.H. This 10-
mile standard gauge scenic run over D&M
trackage will be made in open platform
wooden coaches and will include a movie

run-by. (Warm clothing is advisable as
some of the cars do not as yet have glass
in the windows and none are heated.) The

route is almost entirely on grades of
over 1%, so there will be plenty of "stack
music" for those with portable tape re-
corders. Special buses will provide the
transportation to and from Keene.

Mr. Edward Deauville of Nashua, N.I.,
who was in train service on the old Wor-
cester Nashua & Portland Division of the
Boston & Maine will speak following the
smorgasbord dinner Saturday evening. As
the WN&P was a route typical of old New

the Fall Convention is as follows:
FRIDAY :
6-9PM; Registration
7PM-7; Movies, slides, bull sessions
SATURDAY :
9AM=-12N; Registration
930-1015AM; Clinics
1030-1115AM; Clinics repeated
1230-530PM; Fantrip
545-645PM; Club car
TUOPM; Smorgasbord dinner, speaker
900PM-7; Auction
SUNDAY :
900AM; Breakfast
1000AM; Annual Meeting

A package price of §11 will apply to
k1l reservations made prior to October
20th. After that date the price will be
812, Individual events may be purchased
as follows: Registration, $1.50; Fantrip,
$4; Dinner $6; Sunday breakfast, $1.50.
Mail reservations to Charles Ogren, 40
Prospect St., Greenfield, Mass. Checks
and money orders should be made payable
to NER Fall 1962 Convention.

Since this is in the Fall Foliage sea-
son, hotel reservations should be made
as early as possible. Rates are quite
reasonable: single with bath from $6.50;
double with bath from 8§9.00;
room suite from $15.00., Please make your
reservations directly with the Hotel Wel-
don, Greenfield, Mass. (Every effort will
be made to secure accommodations in nearb
motels should the hotel become sold out.

(Ed. note: Unfortunately, the hotel
did not expect to be asked for as large
a number of brochures as was required to
include one with each convention notice
and did not have a sufficient number on
hand when needed. It was because these
had been promised that no mention was
made of the hotel rates in the notices.
To those who did not get one sincere
apologies are offered.)

and two-

England railroading, his remarks should
prove of great interest to all.

Other Saturday events on the timetable
are two morning clinies; Manual Remote
Turnout Control by John Young and Proto-
type Operation by Watty House; and the
auction in the evening which will be run
by Stan Bradley.

Several major items of business are
on the agenda of the Annual Meeting which
will follow Sunday breakfast. Included
among these is the acceptance of the new
Constitution and Dy-laws.

Because of a lack of operating model
railroads (there are some under construc-
tion) no layout visits have been sched-
uled. Friday evening will be devoted to
movies, slides and bull sessions.

As this is the Fall Foliage season it
is advisable that reservations be made as
soon as possible with the hotel. Also,
there is a limit to the number of buses
available for the trip to Keene, and
transportation can not be guaranteed to
persons who have not made advance reser-
vations for this event.

The timetable of feature events for

NMRA PLANS COOPERATIVE SURVEY OF NATION'S
MODEL RAILROAD CLUBS

A survey of American model railroad

clubs will be made by the NMRA through|

its Club Aid Committee during the next
six months, it was announced at the Annual
Board of Trustees meeting held recently
in Montreal.

The survey will be conducted by mail,
and its purpose will be to give clubs an
opportunity to describe their important
administrative problems and to indicate
how they have attempted to solve such
problems and with what degree of success.
When this project has been completed, some
time in the Spring of 1963, and its results
tabulated, a report will be published by
NMRA and made available to all clubs.
With this information it is hoped that
clubs will have the opportunity to see
how similar problems are handled by others
and to use this information for their
own benefit.

Participating clubs will be asked to
give the answers to a questionnaire which
is now being prepared. Thiswill be done
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NEW LADIES' MODEL CONTEST IS POPULAR
FEATURE OF PATERSON CONVENTION

A separate model contest for the women
of the Region and the showing of a full
length feature movie were the two unusual
parts of the program of the NER Spring
Convention in Paterson, N.J., on May 25-
27, By coincidence, the nrst prize winner
in the special contest was the wife of
the grand prize (Delaware Trophy) winner
in the regular contest for the men. The
names of these and the other winners will
be found on another page. The movie was
a British production entitled "The Tit-
field Thunderbolt" which dealt with the
efforts of a group of English railroaders
to keep open a line about to be abandonned,
Although this comedy is several years
old and the film in none-too-good con-
dition, it was enjoyed by all who attended
the showings.

Mary Vests, Wife Of Vince Vasta of Staten
Island Model Railroad Club, Receives From
NER President Len Frankel The First Prize
Certificate For The Womens Entries In The
Model Contest At Paterson, N.J,

Two well-attended clinics were con-
ducted on Saturday morning, one by Mar-
garet See on Scenery and the other by
Hal Carstens, Editor of Railroad Model
Craftsman, on Tips on Writing and Photo-

PATERSON: Page 3

CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS?

Have you moved recently? Did you not-
ify the Mailing Office of your change of
address? Maybe you are not aware that it
costs the Region 23¢ for every copy of
The Coupler returned because of an incor-
rect address. At $1 per year dues that
takes a bigslice out of the working funds.
In addition, Post Office regulations have
been changed so that the new address is
no longer put on the returned copy. The
expected increase in postal rates will
make it even more expensive and probably
force the Region to discontinue paying
return postage. So, if you want to be sure
of receiving your copy of The Coupler,
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, NOTIFY THE MAIL-
ING OFFICE WHEN YOU MOVE.



PAGE 2 THE COUPLER

OCTUBER 1962

NORTHEASTERN REGION

0f The
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

* & & & & = 8 Kk 5

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Donald S. Robinson...408 Davis St...Greenfield, Mass.

FEATURE EDITORS
Trolley SparkS.....veveeesessssesssss.Gerald Lawlor
581 Connecticut Ave., Bridgeport 7, Conn.

Swapper's Corner..... sasasans «.«.David C. MacDonald
19 Fairmount Ave., East Weymouth, Mass.
CARTOONISTS

Earl Smallshaw Arthur Ellis

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS
Russel Hamilton

CORRESPONDENTS
George Fitterman, 162-31 9th Ave, Whitestone, L.I.N.Y.
John F, Dias Jr., 120 Elm St., South Dartmouth, Mass,
A. Russell Eastwood, BO Preston Ave., Pittsfield, Mass.
Herbert P. Groth, Groth's Hill, Waldoboro, Me.
W.W,.Robertson, 265 Senneville Rd., Senneville, Que.

Morton Fadem Charles Ogren

NORTHEASTERN REGION OFFICERS FOR 1962

President...sccvivoncrssononcosas Leonard S. Frankel
711 Rutland Ave., West Englewood, N.J&

Vice President.....cesessssiinsens Kenneth T. Hyslop
125 Lordship Rd., Stratford, Conn.
SECPELAYY v vivvwivisivaie s ne netsy e Larry W. Sherman
24 Juniper Ave., Wakefield, Mass.
Treasurericiscessicsssssase haE e e Mrs. John Brown
Box 404, Wakefield, Mass.

Office Manager.csssvesvscsosnosncns «sssssJohn Brown

Box 404, Wakefield, Mass.

“THERESONE [N EVERY CROWD

) k_'(/“. WY “waey mme o aumorranr mis co¥
et

BUIDS MUST PESS A4S EXRTING STRADRRDS.

HE INTUDES DETRIE Downd 7D WORKING TORN —
BUckLeES ,E‘ BRERE RIGEING, RelidL RIVETS FOR WIS STEEL
CARS, AND SINULATED BRY ROT™ ON' HIS OLDER FREKHT CARS,
WE'S BEEN W THE HABBY 1S YERRS MOG) SWD HAS owiy
RUR CARS HVISHED, RIGHT Mol HES gatnls oN
STHLE LINTFOR H/S W
CaVDUCToRS pockers! [

If your copy is stamped on the front page in
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The Hostler says:

If this issue is a little late or seems to be not
quite up to standard, please forgive me. The end of
summer is a bad time to have to jump into a large
job such as this even wHen there is nothing else;
and The Coupler is far from being the only thing to
be facing me at this moment.

Locomotive pictures do not usually find their way
into the Hostler Says column, but I can not keep from
showing off this one and bragging some about my
association with it. Number 15 is the one behind
which you will ride at the Fall Convention. She was
built by Baldwin in 1916 for the Oneida & Western
and came to the Monadnock Steamtown & Northern via
the Rahway Valley. One day last June, on one of my
weekly visits to the North Walpole enginehouse, I
remarked that this engine would look very nice with
lettering like that on the B&M 3713 (which is out in
the yard), and promptly was told to go right ahead.
So, somewhat to their surprise, I did with the result
shown in the photograph. The lettering is white with
red shading. There was one big difference to doing
this job, however, from lettering a model locomotive
for this one could not be turned on its side while
working on it. Making the outline stencils took five
days, and the painting another four. (The "Steamtown
and" was left out accidentally on purpose for both
aesthetic and space reasons.) About the same time,
I was asked to be their Trainmaster, Rules & Safety
Supervisor during the period of operation. This Job
has occupied most of my spare time since the first
of July which is why I did not get any advance work
done on The Coupler as intended.

NER Publicity Chairman Tom Prange is working hard
on the campaign to bring in advertising to defray a
part, at least, of the printing bill for The Coupler.
Already results have been produced as you will see
in this issue, and it is incumbent upon all of us to
back Tom up by doing business with these people when
ever possible. Remember, the more advertising we get,
the bigger and better will be The Coupler.

Jim See, Chairman of the Permanent Convention
Committee, has begun arrangements for the 1963 Spring
Convention which will be held at Chatham, Mass., on
Cape Cod. This promises to be a real clambake.

It was suggested that 1 print in the section on
the Operating Problem the names of all those who
sent answers, and this I started out to do. There
are two reasons, however, why it did not get done.
The first was the large number of answers. The second,
and more important, was that many were included in
letters which required answering and thus became
separated from the files of The Coupler. Please, in
the future, put your answers on a separate sheet of
paper from any letter which you may write (also show
Your name and address on this sheet) so that each may
be properly filed. These answers should be sent dir-
ectly to me at my home address rather than to the
NER Post Office box.

Under the new publishing schedule there will be a
December Issue to replace the ene formerly put out
in July. This change was made in order to give you a
faster report on the results of the Annual Meeting
and Election of Officers. Much inconvenience was
caused in the past because the names of the new officers
were not published until almost February 1 - nearly
half way through their terms of office. Now it will
be only a month between the elections and the time
of notification to those members who did not, and,
indeed, to many who did, attend the Annual Meeting
who their officers are for the ensuing year. It is
also hoped that the new issuewill attract additional
advertising for the holiday season. The deadline for
the December Issue will be November 16.

DON ROBINSON
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THE DISPATCHER'S TOWER

There is so much that I
wish to say to all of the
members of NER at this time,

. I just do not know where or
how to begin; so, as the saying goes, 1
guess 1 had better begin at the beginning.

This is the endof one year of my ad-
ministration as President of NER. I and
the Boardof NDirectors had many plans and
ideas for the kegion. Some of these did
materialize, but I am sorry to say others
did not.

We DID NOT achieve our membership quota
in NMRA nor did we reach the goal set by
myself for NEK membership. Where the fault
lies I do not Know. 1 DU KNOW that your
Board of NDirectors and Membership Chair-
man have been working very hard to reach
both membership goals and to make NER
the finest Region of all.

1 was very pleased with the turnout
at the Paterson convention in May. To
those of you who did not attend let me
say that for the first time in the history
of MER, or any other kegion, women model
railroaders entered models which they
themselves had built in the Model Contest
of the Region. These models were judged
under the same rules and by the same
Judges who judged the men's entries and
were given the same award certificates.
It is needless to say how pleased the
wounen were, and it proved to all that our
women wish to be Known for their model
building ability the same as do the men.
This is one phase of our program for NER
which I am happy to say is progressing
very nicely, and 1 feel sure that under
the leadership of Margaret See, who has
been appointed Chairman of the Women's
Activity Committee of NER, this program
will continue to get better and better.
Therefore, 1 ask any of the women model
railroaders who have ideas about how to
make the women's part in NER more inter-
esting to contact Margaret so that, under
her guidance, NER will have the finest
women's model railroading programin the
whole of NMKA.

As you all know, NMKA had their Nat-
ional Convention in Montreal, Canada, on
August 16-19. Your President was one of
the over 700 mewbers who attended, along
with quite a few members of NEK. It would
take more space than could be allotted
to me in The Coupler to tell you of the
wonderful time and program at this con-
vention. 1 will, however, take a little
space to tell you about two wonderful
things which happened to me there.

First; when, how or why the members
of the NER Doard of Directors (and sur-
prising as it may seem all of them were
at the Montreal Convention) bought your
President a new raillroad hat. Presenta-
tion of this hat was made at the Awards
Banqguet on Saturday evening. Believe ue,
this was a great surprise, and for once
in my life 1 was speechless. (Ed. note:
THAT would be hard to believe if 1 had
not been there!) 1 take this opportunity
to publicly thank all for this gift,

Second; This is going to seem rather
odd, but 1 was the recipient of a SECOND
railroad hat given me by the trainmen of
our special train to Joliette, This hat
was brand new and had just been issued
to this Trainman for this trip. I sincere-
ly hope that he didnot get into trouble
for, as he said, "losing the hat". Need-
less to say, 1 was the envy of every model
railroader on the fantrip. I am now the
proud possessor of a "Formal" and an
"Informal" railroad hat. I leave it to
allof you to decide which will be which,
so please come to Greenfield, Mass., on
October 26-28 and let me know your de-—
cision on the question.

Even more important than either of
these, however, was that NER members won
the majority of the Model Contest awards
at the National Convention. To them I
extend my heartiest congratulations.

There were many more interesting and
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funny things that happened at the conven-

tion, but the limits of space prevent me
from telling about all of them. Ask me,
or any of the other members who attended,
and we will be only too happy to tell you
all about the wonderful time we had.

No doubt you have been advised of the
Little Conventions and Socials to be held
by the Hub and Nutmeg Divisions of our
Region. These are the sort of things that
make for a progressive Region, and all
in the Division should attend. In this
way, when you attend a Regional conven-
tion you will not feel lost or like an
outsider since youare sure to find many
members from your Division. Then it will
seem just like "0ld Home Week" to you, and
you will be in the "clique".

Although NER may not have achieved its
quota in the NMRA membership drive or its
own membership goal, I honestly believe
a good try was made to make both. There
is, however, one other thing in which we
are behind, and that is the Achievement
Awards. There is NO reason for this as
NER has some of the BEST model builders
in the country - the results of the con-
test in Montreal prove this - yet many
members who are entitled to, and merit,
these Awards have not asked our Awards
Chairman for applications. To date NER
has only TWO members listed in the NMRA
Achievement Awards Program, and we know
we have more than that inour Region. So,
PLEASE, will all of you members who are
qualified apply for your awards.

In closing, may I remind all of you
that this is the time for electing four
members to the NER Board of Directors.
Please give careful thought to this and
remember that, in order to keep NER on top
and to continue with the work that your
Board has planned for the coming year,
it is important that you elect the right
men for the task. If you are unable to
attend, please send me your proxies and
the names of those for whom you wish to
vote. Since this may be my last message
to you, I wish to say that it has been a
pleasure to serve you and to work with
the Board of Directors as well as with
individuals in the Region when the oc-
casion has arisen. I hope that you all
had a wonderful summer and, more than
ever, feel that MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN.

LEN FRANKEL
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MODEL CONTEST AWARDS - PATERSON, N.J.

Best In Show - Delaware Trophy: V. Vasta

(This is the second time Vince has won
the Trophy, making him the first member
of the Region to accomplish this feat,)

Best in Class Awards:

HO Scratech Cars

HO Scratch Locomotives
HO Scratch Structures

T. J. Vollmer
Eugene Wolfe
V. Vasta

First Prizes:

0 Scratch Cars James Johnson
HO Scratch Cars T. J. Vollmer
HO Scratch Locomotive Eugene Wolfe

Scratch Structures V. Vasta

0 Kit Phil Williams
Ladies Entry Mary Vasta
HO Kit Cars Mort Fadem

Second Prizes:

HO Kit Cars

HO Scratech Cars

HO Kit Locomotive

HO Kit - "Non-Steam'
HO Scratch Structure
Ladies Entry

George Fitterman
James Sommer
Eugene Wolfe
Richard Miller
James Johnson
Phyllis Brundage

Third Prizes:

HO Kit Cars William Dunn

00 Scratch Locomotives Leonard Frankel
HO Scratech Structures George Fitterman
Ladies Entry Myrtle H. Syrett

PATERSCN: Page 1

graphy for model magazines. During the
afterncon a tour was made of the layouts
of the Garden State Model Railroad Club,
the New York Society of Model Engineers,
and the North Jersey Model Engineers.
Plenty of opportunity was provided to
enjoy both 0 and HO gauge operation.,

As part of the evening program after
the banquet, President Frankel presented
special awards to Phyllis Brundage, Kay
Flory and Betty Knepper for their work
on the convention. An award was also
presented to Hene Flory - a copy of the
famous Maidenform railroad advertisement.

0. - % . ' |

Puring a break in the festivities a
short "sing along" was held with Watty
House at the piano. Door prizes were then
given out by Bill Brundage, and this was
followed by an auction with Bob Rich as
auctioneer.

The officers and members of the Garden
State Model Railroad Club responsible
for this excellent programare President,
Robert Diaz; Vice President, Rene Flory;
Treasurer, Jake Oberer; Secretary, Bill
Brundage; and Gordon Knepper, Kenneth
Lorimer, Bruno Dabal, Frank Mitchell,
Dave Palmer and Richard Mezger. All of
them deserve Lhe hearty thanks of those
who attended the convention.

They Laughed When He Sat Down At The Plano,
But They Were Roaring When He Finished,

FMRA PLANS: Page 1
by each c¢lub on a completely voluntary
basis, and, if it so wishes, the club will
not have to divulge its identity.

This project will be conducted by the
NMRA Club Aid Committee which will send
a copy to each clubon the Association's
club list. This list is far from complete,
so all clubs which wish to participate
are asked to send their names and mailing
addresses immediately to the Chairman,
George Fitterman, 162-31 9th Ave., White-
stone 57, N.Y. The Committee would also
welcome comments from clubs concerning
the areas of interest that should be
covered.

3

Almost Proof' That The Whole Board Of Directors

Attended The National Convention, Left To Right;

Welt Syrett, Ken Hyslop, Larry Sherman, Den Rob-

inson, John Dimz, Len Frankel, Roy Dohn and Doug

Smith. Jack and Kitty Browm Were There, But Not
Around For The Group Fhoto,



POWER WITH STYLE

Considered by many HO buffs to be the most streamlined appearing of all heavy articulateds, the SP class AC-9 2-8-8-4
is an interesting locomotive. From 1928 to 1944, Southern Pacific purchased 195 heavy articulateds, and classed from AC-4
to AC-12. All but 12 class AC-9's purchased from Lima in 1939 were oil burning cab forwards 4-8-8-2 built by Baldwin.
The AC-9's were conventional cab behinds for use in the Southwest where they could burn coal from local company
mines. They were later converted to oil in California. The AC-9 was the largest steam power (1,090,600) ever used by
SP, although they outweighed the cab forwards by only 20 tons. The AC-9's were very similar to the cab forwards in
many ways. They were about the same over-all length (125’-8”); had the same tractive effort (124,300 Ibs.); the same
boiler pressure (250 lbs., psi); the same cylinder diameter and stroke (24 x 32 in.); and all had 63" drivers. In spite of
the AC-9's massiveness, the clean lines of its skyline shroud and the large-sloped pilot gave it an air of speed and
style, making it a favorite of steam era rail fans.

oL

Compare the AC-9 prototype photo with the replica. The angles differ somewhat, but
you can definitely see the superb, authentic detailing that has gone into this new

AKANE . . . especially around the forward boiler section and pilot where detail is ATTENT[ON AKANE EUSTGMERS:

the heaviest. And the AKANE AC-9 operates on a par with it appearance. All sixteen

drivers are powered by a heavy, precision-made 16 mm. DC motor that smoothly In future advertisements and catalogs,
responds to low voltage input, allowing a remarkable simulation of real-life starts. we plan to show AKANE models in use
Power is evenly distributed with a 36:1 ratio worm gear on both the forward and rear .. . if you have photos of your AKANE

driver frames.

It’s easy to see why production is limited and AKANE models are often sold out in on.a layout, please send it to us. We

advance. However, if you order this new AKANE SP class AC-9 articulated early, will pay five dollars (plus credit line)
there is a good possibility you can get immediate delivery. Call or see your AKANE for the photos we use, and return the
dealer now to avoid disappointment. photos we do not use.

The AKANE SP class AC-9 2-8-8-4 Lima Articulated in HO scale comes complete with

its prototype (coal) tender, ready-to-run in satin smooth, unpainted brass. —..... $150.00

Dealer inquiries invited. Mail to: ! For catalog listing of complete
line of AKANE models, see your

V) :
AK ANE & P.0O. Box 713 Baltimore 3, Maryland doales. o seni 95 i cobe: divest

Distributed in Europe by FULGUREX, S.A. JRTW-N N 0RS Mo MN:T S0l RN E1 [T REA
THEIEEAN QR CRERECTION (40 33, Ave de Rumine, Lausanne, Switzerland RBUGR
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totalling at least one more in number than the number of
vacancies to be filled. The nominations of the Nominating
Committee shall be published in the issue of The Coupler
next preceding the Annual Meeting.

Section 3 - The seven candidates receiving the highest number

of votes cast at the first Annual Meeting of the Northeastern
Region shall be declared the duly elected Boardof Directors
(old term: Executive Committee) of whom the three members
receiving the highest number of votes shall hold office for
two years and the remaining four members shall be elected
for a term of one year.

At each Annual Meeting after the first one, four
members shall be elected to the Boardof Directors by plur-
ality. Of the four candidates thus elected, the three re-
ceiving the highest number of votes shall hold office for
a term of two years and the one receiving the lowest number
of votes shall hold office for a term of one year.

The termof office of the members of the Board of
Directors elected as hereinabove provided shall beginon the
date of their election and shall terminate at the end of
their terms of office, as hereinabove provided, or when their
successors shall have been elected and have taken office.

Section 4 - Vacancies in the Board of Directors, by death or

resignation, extending beyond the next Annual Meeting shall
be filled at that Meeting by election of one or more additional
members to the Board for a term of one year.

Section 5 - Members of the Region, in good standing, may vote

at the Annual Meeting by proxy in the personof another member
in good standing, and possession of the paid-up membership
card of the absent member by the proxy shall be the evidence
required of the proxy's right to vote in place of the absent
member.,

Article IV: Definitions of Meetings:
Section 1 - Annual Meeting: Defined in Article 1I1I, Sectionl,

of the Constitutionof the Northeastern Region of the NMRA.

Section 2 - Convention: A social meeting for the furtherance

of the hobby of model railroading and for the promotion of
closer social activities among the members of the National
Model kailroad Association and of the Northeastern Region
thereof. Sightseeing trips and observation of prototype rail-
road activities may be included in the program, Conventions
may be held in association with Annual Meetings, Additional
Meetings, or Special Meetings, but no business of the Kegion
may be transacted during the convention except at such Annual,
Additional, or Special Meeting, or at a Board of Directors
Meeting; due notice of the meeting having been published
as hereinafter provided.

Section 3 - Additional Meeting: Any meeting other than the

Annual Meeting, a Special Meeting, or a Convention. Such
meeting shall be called by the Boardof Directors, with due
notice as provided hereinafter, and at such Additional Meet-
ing any business of the Region may be transacted.

Section 4 - Special Meeting: Any meeting called by the Board
of Directors for the consideration of particular or special
business. Only such particular or special business may be
considered at such Special Meeting as was mentioned in the
notice of such Special Meeting.

Section 5 - Board of Directors Meeting: Any meeting, for Dir-
ectors, called by the President, or by the Secretary upon
application by three or more Directors. At such meeting
routine business of the Region may be transacted; and policy
and special matters may be considered, discussed, and prepared
for presentation to the membership at large or for immediate
action by the Board of Directors.

Section 6 - Notice of the Annual Meeting and of Additional
Meetings shall be mailed by the Secretary or by the Uffice
Manager to the members of the Region at least thirty (30)
days before the daie of such meeting, or shall be published
in a prominent place in the issue of The Coupler preceding
the meeting.

Section 7 - Notice of a Special Meeting shall be mailed to the
members of the Region at least fifteen (15) days before the
date of such meeting, or shall be published in a prominent
place in the issue of The Coupler preceding the meeting.

Section B - Notice of a Board of Directors Meeting shall be
mailed, by the Secretary or by the President, to the Directors
at least fifteen (15) days before the date of such meeting.
Valid business may be transacted at such a meeting if a
waiver of notice is signed by all, or all but one, of the
Directors should such notice have been omitted.

Section 9 - At a Board of Directors Meeting only the votes of
the Directors shall be counted though other members of the
Regionmay attend and participate in discussion and may render
reports and offer suggestions, Non-members may be invited
by the Directors for good reason.

Article V: Amendments.

Section 1 - Amendment of this Constitution and By-laws wmust
be made at the Annual Meeting or at a Special Meeting called
for that purpose, but any proposed amnendment shall be sub-
mitted to the members of the Hegionwith notice of the meeting
called therefor at least thirty (30) days before the date
fixed for such meeting or it shall be submitted to the members
by publicationina prominent pesition in the preceding issue
of The Coupler or it shall be submitted to an Annual, Ad-
ditional, or Special Meeting held at least thirty (30) days
prior to the mecting at which the amendwent is to be adopted,
and the notice for such prior meeting shall state that amending
the Constitution and By-laws is to be considered at that
prior meeting.

Section 2 - Any notice to a member required under this Con-
stitution and By-laws shall be deemed sufficient if sent
postpaid in a letter, on a post-card, or in a prominent
position ina copy of The Coupler to the last address given

to the Office Manager by said member.

DORSMAN'S HOBBY-TOYLAND

160 E. MAIN

NEWARK, DELAWARE

TESTED. . .GUARANTEED. . ,RECONDITIONED, , .TRAINS

4ll items are completely reconditioned, tested by our Expert Service Men, and carry a 90 day warranty.
LIONEL TO TT IN STOCK)

Minimum order is $3.00 - add 10% for postage.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER
STOCK # PRICE PRICE
2343, ..A=B=A; dbl motor, horn magnAtTacCioBecesssssssssssssssnsanannns 35.00 290, .. .0b26=20 0 0as wannina 8.00
2330...6G1 Electric, green, 2 motors, horn magnatraction.. 30,00 V1% waalimbm v v inieieiews 10.00
2332,..66 1 Electric, mOLOr, NOID.esssssrssssnnrssssssansssssssssnnnns 20,00 326,,..4-6=4 smoke,whist. 20,00
283....4~6-2 smoke..ssuue 10.00
68l....6~4=6 smit, whis, mag.ccaaass 25,00 6019...027rme. con.track,s.... 2.50 287, ...4=6=2 smoke.,. 10.00
1110...2-4=2 scout coupler 5.00 1120...2-4=2 scout coupler.... 5.00 300, .0 04420 00eanns 7.00
2018, ..2-6-2 smoke......as 8,00 2026,..2-6-2 smoke, whist,,,., 12.00 303, ... b=lin? SMOKE, 4 0uus. 8.00
2025...2=6=2 smoke, Whist.iveesessss 12,00 2020...6-3-6 smoke, whisc,,,,. 20,00 325.,..4=6=4 smoke, whist 20,00
2037...2=6=4 smk, whis mag.casseses 15.00 2036, ,.2-6-4 magnatraction,,,. 15.00 PVLO0. G=5=2 . bk anasisetn 6.00
2056, 4=6=4 smoke, Whist...seeesss 20.00 2055...4-6-4 smk, whis, mag,.. 20.00 360....A B unit 2 motors,hra 25,00
50,.44+B3NE CAT.sesssssvannnssnnss 3.50 4levesaUsSe sWiteher, . ovivies 7.00 02AC, .Metal Smoke....... 10.00
6462...NYC gondola...sessvssensss 1.75 21085, .5moke. . saensssaes 10.00
1002...Lionel gondola..vesssseessss 1.50 6452, . .PRR gondola.ssasnsnenns K335, ssnnsnnnnsosnnnnnnns 35,00
6032,..Lionel pondola....cesissunsss 1.50 3444, . .opp. cop, hobo gond,,,, 4.00 Am.F, Cars and Accessories
3451461 opp. lumber..vscsnssssnssss 3.50 3656...0pp. cattle, platff.,.. 6.75 Manual Switchesissesssses 2,00
3462672 opp. milk, platform........ 5.00 3459&69coal car, opper..,..... 3.30 8-900..series gondolas... 1.50
3662... opp. milk, platformiceeess. 6.00 3562...0pp.barrel car......... 3.75 925....gulf tank car..... 1.50
3356... opp. horse, corrolis.sssess 9.00 X1004,6014,2454, PRR Baby Ruth 2.00 625....1ink coup tank car 1.00
1005...1 dome tank CATevsesrmevassns 1.50 XG454. JATSF box cariecissasans 3.00 632....1link hopper car... 1.50
B465,..2 dome tank cAT.... 1.50 K3464. .0pp.bOX CAF.vasassssans 3.00 7210...cable CAT..4ussues 2.00
6000...flat car series.... 1.50 3650...5earchlight cari.veeves 4.50 Unlighted cabooses..sssss .50
3520...rot searchlight.sssssssncass 4.50 6520.,.searchlight car.ceseses 3.00 Action cabOOBES. .crissess 2.00
6257...& like cabooses, unlighted,. .50 6457&like, lighted cabooses... 1.50 760....highway Elasher... 2,00
6419, ..work caboose..ssscsssssnsnas 3.00 6119, . .work cabooses.ssssssaes 2.50 6AF,...whistle sign board 4.00
364, ...lumber loader. P 7.50 362,....barrel loader...ssssess 7.50 AF.....0pp, hand car..... 3,50
397....coal loader.. N 9,00 97 uesscoal 2levatorivesssssss 10.00 RRB....rubber road bed, SorC .15
151, ... 80mAE0L@. casssssnsnsssnsnnss 3.00 260....lighted bumpers.essesss 1.25 629....cattle CAT..ussens 2.50
252....CrOSSINE BAL@..sucsansannens 3.00 445, .. .0pp. switch tower...... 5.00 24403..111. Cent. refer.. 2.00
154....blinker signals....cccsunens 3.00 cessaselrestlesiscainaaiians 3.50 631....link couple gondola 1,00
140....banjo singalivessesevessnnes 3.50 022....0,rmt. cont.sw.RorL,ea. 7.50 25045. .rocket launcher opp. 3.50
OCT&027Ccurved track.seesses .10 UCS.,..0,rmt.uncoupler track.. 3.00 42597, FlAt CATwavesvsnns 1.50
0ST&0275straight track.seseesssssns .15 1122...027 rmt.con.sw,pair.... 8.00 Lighted cabooses..sseesss 1.50
3 720....Rem switch, pair.. 8.00

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF TRANSFORMERS, WRITE YOUR MEEDS, WE'LL QUOTE. BEND 10¢ FOR CATALOGUE,

DORSMAN'S HOBBY-TOYLAND

1680 E. MAIN

NEWARK, DELAWARE
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I have recently run across some new
information on the Seattle monorail which
[ ] we covered in our last column. 1'm passing

California:

John Allen
9 Cielo Vista Ter., Monterey

Connecticut:

Arnold C. Bohn

99 Linwood St., New Britain
tobert Boyden

RR #2, West Willington
Donald A. Clerke

132 Laurel St., Wapping
Fred N. Durante, Jr.

203 Sheephill Rd., Riverside
Hichard H. Hendrickson

Northwood 87, Storrs
Harold T. Horner

80 Portman St., Windsor
Raymond W, Jackson

11 Cypress ld., Windsor Locks
Mitchell Kennerley, Jr.

Briggs Hill Rd., Sherman
John Klotz

70 Rustown Dr,, Stratford
Kenneth R. Peterson

462 Colony St., Meriden
Rev. hichard L. Rush

Lebanon
George W. Thorpe

17 Evergreen Ave., Middletown
Wayne Turner

98 Avondale Rkd., Manchester

Massachusetts:

George W. DBrown

24 Fuller Rd., Cochituate
Robert J., Counihan

77 Temple 5t., Tewksbury
Edward R, DeWolfe

23 Valley St., Medford
William Edwards

670 Bridge Rd., Northampton
Tony Ferragamo

976 West St., Stoughton
Alfred T. Lepore

7 Beverly Rd., Arlington
Hobert G. Meckley

21 Awherst Rd., Marblehead
Peter J. Miosky

8 Commercial St., W. Lynn
William R. Plummer

734 Franklin St., Melrose
Richard G. Roberts

199 Bowen St., Fall River
Robert Sanford

164 Main St., Hudson
F.C.Small

24 Burpee Rd., Swampscott
Suburban Middlesex Hailroad Society

c/o K. Dyer, 66 Draper Kd., Wayland
Norman Thidemann

30 School Ave., Waltham

Maine:

Morton C. Patten
River Rd., Newcustle
Philip E. Thornton, Jr.
Monticello

New Hampshire:

John C. Gaherty
369 Roxbury St., Keene

New Jersey:

Robert Cole

31 Albright Cir., Madison
John Craig

26 Barker Ave., Hawthorne
LeRoy B. Crane

864 S.17th St., Newark
Ian 5. Fischer

112 5. Lakeside Dr., New Brunswick
C.l,Hildebrandt

72 Alexander Ave., Parsippany
John T. MeAniff, 111

59 Sunnyside Ter., E., Orange
James McCaffrey

35 James St., Englewood
Francis J. Murphy

75 Columbia Ave., Cliffside Park
William C. Ridgeway, 1II

10 Delwick Lane, Short Hills

New Jersey:
(Continued)
Coursen M. Shay
64 Avenue B, Haledon
Eugene Wolfe
316 Glenwood Ave., E. Orange
Thomas W. Zito, Jr.
38 W.32nd St., Bayonne

New York:

Maurice M. Amend

54 Marion St., Farmingdale
Arne J, Bang (Capt.)

222B, Ft. Hamilton, Brooklyn
Richard Erlanger

2525 Church Ave., Brooklyn
Robert Field

210-17 89th Ave., New York
Gerald Fisher

2 Fisher Dr., Mt. Vernon
Elliot Fishbein

25-08 Crescent St., Astoria
Robert J, Gilney, Jr.

20 Avon Pl., Amityville
Mark Goldrich

160-52 24th Rd., Whitestone
Carl Hertenstein

85-04 87th St., Woodhaven
August F, Hinck

4364 Byron Ave., New York
Jacob F, Holmes

Hudson
Peter Kapcio

1404 Watkins Ave., Utica
G. Arthur MacIlroy

Willsboro
Domenick J. Manzo

107 Sherman St., Brentwood
William F. Menz, Jr.

140 Menands Rd., Loudonville
William E, Piccot, Jr.

70 Baylawn Ave., Copiague
Stanley P. Podulski

111 Resewood Dr., Liverpool
Jerome Rosen

2023 Davidson Ave., New York
Charles E. Scholl

4373 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn
Harold T. Smith

Cossayuna
Gerald Terdiman

473 Park Ave., Rye
Ralph J. Teutsch

115-25 Metropolitan Ave., Kew Gardens
Robert J. Viau

109 Clarton St., N. Syracuse
Edward M. Vickers

Gardiner Hollow Rd., Poughquag
H.O.Weiger

RD #1, Woodstock
T. Neal Wilder

106 W.69th St., New York

Nova Scotia:

Y.R.Martel
HMCS Lauzon, c¢/o FMO, Halifax

Gjuebec:
J. Jacques Lambert
475 Wiseman Ave., Outremont
Yves Rinfret
66 N. Caumont St., Boucherville
Criss H. Tiessen
9 Liberson Crescent, Dollard

Rhode Island:

Robert S, Hallam
10U Jewell St., Providence
George F. Hirst

15 Summit St., Warwick

Texas:

Rosella Nash

6750 Crosswell S5t., Houston
Cliff HKobinson

3604 Wentwood St., Dallas

Vermont :

Robert W. Adams
6 George St., Bellows Falls

it along to you in the hope that you will
find it interesting. If monorail proves
itself economically successful here, we
may be witnessing the development of a
new form of urban rapid transit - one that
will, hopefully, replace a lot of buses.

The latest information which I have
seen indicates that between March 12,
when the line opened for service, and the
middle of August over4.25million pass-
engers had been carried. The actual power
consumption cost for one round trip for
one of the trains was 36¢ for the 2.4
mile run! Transit officials say that they
have been unable to evaluate other oper-
ating costs because much of the personnel
and other costs are paid for by the fair
corporation.

The cost figures are being scrutinized
however, and you may be interested to
know that the University of Washington
is in the process of completing a 5-month
study of the system with the aid of a
§10,000 grant from the U. S. Housing Ad-
ministration. Current estimates of the
cost of a similar system extending from
eight to fourteen miles in length vary
from$2 million to §3.5million per mile,

1 understand that Japanese officials
have contracted to build amonorail sys-
tem between Tokyo International Airport
and downtown Tokyo. The project is to be
completed in time for the 1964 Olympic
Games .

Dr. John L. Parentesis, Director of
Detroit's rapid (?) transit system, said
he would recommend monorail to be consid-—
ered, "....most seriously and on a high
priority basis." Councilman Gordon Hahn
of Los Angeles was quoted as follows: "We
are not only impressed, we are overwhelm-
ed. I believe that if the public in our
area had the experience of ridingon the
monorail, 80% would vote for it." Dignit-
aries such as Prince Philip of Great
Britain (who is not, by the way, a transit
authority) also had kind words to say
about the system. Aswe said in the last
column, keep your eyes on Seattle; transit
history is being made there.

I have also heard that the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area Rapid Transit Plan is being
modified. Engineers have decided that it
would be impossible to put rails over the
Golden Gate Bridge. This finding confirm-
ed a decision to omii Marin County from
the plan. San Mateo County, adjoining
San Francisco on the south, already had
withdrawn. The proposed system would now
extend from Daly City, south of San Fran-
cisco, through San Francisco to Oakland.
It would branch to the north, east and
south in the Bast Bay area running to
Richmond, Concord and Fremont. The line
would include 73 miles of double-tracked
line over which automatically controlled
lightweipght electric trains would travel
at 70-miles-per-hour speeds., Twenty miles
of the route would be in subways, thirty-
one miles of the line would be elevated,
and twenty-four miles of the linc would
be of surface construction.

Those of us who remember the Key Systeu
which used to run over the Oakland Lay
Bridge can only wondes why the same people
who allowed the Key System trains to be
replaced have suddenly decided that rail
rapid transit appears to offer the only
real solution to easy commuting in a
densly populated area.

Recommended reading for all transit
and rail fans is an article which appeared
in the July 1962 issue of llarper's Mag-
azine. The title of the article is "Car
Snobs, Commuters, and Chaos" by C. W.
Griffin, Jr. 1f you haven't read it, 1
suggest that you trudege down to your
local library and ask to see or borrow
acopy of this magazine. Mr. Griffincites
Chicago's Congress Street LExpressway as
a prime example in his argument for more

TROLLEY SPARKS: Page 8



POWER WITH STYLE

Considered by many HO buffs to be the most streamlined appearing of all heavy articulateds, the SP class AC-9 2-8-8-4
is an interesting locomotive. From 1928 to 1944, Southern Pacific purchased 195 heavy articulateds, and classed from AC-4
to AC-12. All but 12 class AC-9's purchased from Lima in 1939 were oil burning cab forwards 4-8-8-2 built by Baldwin.
The AC-9's were conventional cab behinds for use in the Southwest where they could burn coal from local company
mines. They were later converted to oil in California. The AC-9 was the largest steam power (1,090,600) ever used by
SP, although they outweighed the cab forwards by only 20 tons. The AC-9’s were very similar to the cab forwards in
many ways. They were about the same over-all length (125°-8”); had the same tractive effort (124,300 Ibs.); the same
boiler pressure (250 lbs., psi); the same cylinder diameter and stroke (24 x 32 in.); and all had 63” drivers. In spite of
the AC-9's massiveness, the clean lines of its skyline shroud and the large-sloped pilot gave it an air of speed and

style, making it a favorite of steam era rail fans.

NEW: AN ARANE HO REPRODUCTION OF THE CLASSIC SP

s

Compare the AC-9 prototype photo with the replica. The angles differ somewhat, but
you can definitely see the superb, authentic detailing that has gone into this new
AKANE . . . especially around the forward boiler section and pilot where detail is
the heaviest. And the AKANE AC-9 operates on a par with it appearance. All sixteen
drivers are powered by a heavy, precision-made 16 mm. DC motor that smoothly
responds to low voltage input, allowing a remarkable simulation of real-life starts.
Power is evenly distributed with a 36:1 ratio worm gear on both the forward and rear
driver frames.

It's easy to see why production is limited and AKANE models are often sold out in
advance. However, if you order this new AKANE SP class AC-9 articulated early,
there is a good possibility you can get immediate delivery. Call or see your AKANE
dealer now to avoid disappointment.

The AKANE SP class AC-9 2-8-8-4 Lima Articulated in HO scale comes complete with
its prototype (coal) tender, ready-to-run in satin smooth, unpainted brass. _.._._. $150.00

Dealer inquiries invited. Mail to:

AKANE f)

THE PEAK OF PERFECTION IN HO

class AC-9 2-8-8-4 Lima Articula

ted

ATTENTION AKANE CUSTOMERS:

In future advertisements and catalogs,
we plan to show AKANE models in use
. . « if you have photos of your AKANE
on a layout, please send it to us. We
will pay five dollars (plus credit line)
for the photos we use, and return the
photos we do not use.

P.0. Box 713 Baltimore 3, Maryland
Distributed in Europe by FULGUREX, S.A.

For catalog listing of complete
line of AKANE models, see your
dealer, or send 25¢ in coin direct
to AKANE, P.O. Box 713, Balto. 3,

33, Ave de Rumine, Lausanne, Switzerland UGS
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development of rapid transit facilities.
e states that the two rapid transit
tracks in the center of this expressway
are already carrying three times the num-
ber of passengers carricd by the eight
highway lanes! He also mentions that the
rapid transit line was built for one-fifth
of the cost of Lhe expressway; making an
elficiency-capital-cost advantage of 15
to 1 in favor of the rapid tiransit line.
"We should stop treating the commuting
motorist as an aristocrat whose whims
must not only be indulged but subsidized.
We should treat the commuting molorist
as a public nuisance." These are some of
Mr. Griffin's ideas, 1'm sure that you
will find the rest of the article equally
interesting. Read it for some new ideas
about transit, you will find it time
well spent.

1t's beginning to look as though in-
terest is being expressed in many gquarters
in the development of rail rapid transit.
Now that city trolley service is almost
non-existant, it secems that our larger
population centers are being choked by
motor vehicles. Of course, this is what
transit fans have been saying each time
a rail system was replaced by buses. We
now may be on the verge of Lhe develop-
ment of anew form of rail rapid transit;
1, for one, certainly hope so.

HO =TT = HO =TT = HO = TT = HO = TT

THOLLEY WIKE SUPPORT POLES-——-cecm—meeeee
-—-WIKE SUPPORT HORNS

HO Catenary Wire Sections, Streetlights
and Signals

COMING SOUN - CAST TKROLLLEY W1RE FROGS
W kst

Hupson

Hossies

Send Dime (Refundable) For Details
Please State Your Gauge

P. 0. Box 1001-N, Union City, N.J.

PERSORALIZE YOUR STATIONERY

e
/  NER NMRA N\
MODEL EXHIBIT
No.___ Entry No.
NER Card FEMALE
CLASSIFICATION DIVISION SECTION
“Master  Craftsman Gauge “Seratch Kit
CATEGORY
MOTIVE POWER ROLLING STOCK
Steam  Other  Fri. Mw Pass  Structure  Diorama
Protolype ... e
Construction Time Approx. ... Date . -
Special Note T S =
JUDGES
Workmanship 4 Points -
Scratch Material 1o:Poiits: o o pl
Prototypical Fidelity WP o e e
Painting and 10 Points Y —
Lettering 5 Points —
Ingenuity 10 Points .
Extra Credits 10°Points: ool
TOTAL 100 Points . .
AWARD - _

WOMEN'S ACTIVITIES COMMITISE

President Len Frankel has appointed
Margaret See as Chairman of NER Women's
Activities (Railette Program).

During the Paterson meet Margaret can-
vassed the ladies present to see what
sort of activities they prefer at conven-
tions. There were many good suggestions.
The Patersonmeet was also the first time
that a special model contest. was held for
women, and the idea was well received.
This was in place of the displays of
doilies, cook books and needle work. Many
of the women present expressed a desire
to be included in the men's activities
and not be made part of a special progranm.
Other suggestions concerned a welcoming
committee to make new-comers and first-
timers feel more at home and to interest
them in various parts of the program,
and a hospitality room providing coffee
and a place to talk and rest.

Margaret will be interested in sug-
gestions from those interested that will
lead to increasing women's attendance at
the conventions and also toward more par-
ticipation in all Regional activities,
Her address is 101d Mamaroneck Rd., Apt.
3D, White Plains, N.Y.

3 line name & address rubber stamp with

detailed drawing of train or trolley
Use as letterhead or return address
Design with name and address $3.00

bBesign $2.00 Name and address only $1.00

N.¥. & N.E. RR.
B.A4M. RR,

"Ghost Train"
Bar Harbor
The Famous 999 N.Y.C.&H.R. RR.
Broadway Ltd. P.R.R.
Upen, Closed & PCC Trolley
17 Uther Designs

Charles H. Palmer
Dept. CO
26 Hanmer 3Street
East Hartford B, Counn.

MODEL CONTEST RULES REVISED

At right is a copy of the redesigned
model contest entry tag which, together
with the revised model contest rules,
will be used for the first time at the
Fall Convention in Greenfield. Space docs
not, unfortunately, permit publication

MODEL EXHIBIT No¢ 418
Responsible person, if other than the owner:
CLAIM TAG ]
MODEL EXHIBIT N0 418
Gauge Kit S h
Conditions:

Owner...

nAd

L The Commiltes will exescise all teasonable core to sofeguard the
models on exhibit, but connot assume responaibility for losa of, or damage
to. models submitted.

L The decisions of the judges shall be linal.
3. Models must be plcked up by midnight of ..o v

or they will be moved elsewhere,

Fer inb

1t the model iz not picked up within seven days. shipment callect
to the address | the Committee from all 5]

F
bility. The Commities cannot be responsible for shipping charges. ner for
less ot damoge in transit,

4. ltiz agreed thot this model has not previously won a N.ER. Award.

B

Owner

Ae—— Exhibitor must fill in

" .

1 model from the.........
Committee.

i the above desig
North Region C

Date. Per.

of the revised rules in this issue.

FLAG STOPS

The Manhattan Model KHailroad Club has
finally found space in (ueens for their
layout. The apartment room at 42-25 BOth
St., Elmhurst, has an area of 1500 square
feet and has a private entrance.

Construction of the railroad is now
expected to start in May 1963, It will
be a fine scale, turn of the century pike
with Code 70 rail on wood ties, having
HO, HOn3 and possibly traetion. Meetings
are held Thursdays at 7PM. Anyone inter-
ested in membership may contact Alfred
T. Prange at the above address or phone
MUrray Hill 6-1279 or PLaza B-2600.

The Empire Model kailroad Club, 34-05
44th St., Long Island City, N.Y., will
have the "Welcome" mat out on the first
Tuesday of every month for model rail-
roaders to visit their 60x24x33 HO pike.
Visitors are invited to bring their own
equipment to operate.

L T

* =

= w

Now the clubhouse of the New Bedford
Society of Model Engineers, lInc., this
former Catholic Youth Center was to have
been torn down. Extensive rebuilding was
required to overcome the ravages of time.
Most of this work has been completed,
and their new 0 Gauge railroad is under
construction.

L R

The Berkshire Model Railroad Club,
host to last Fall's NER Convention in
Pittsfield, Mass., has demonstrated its
understanding of community spirit by en-
rolling as a member of the Berkshire
County Historical Society.

= o o*

This is an excellent example of the
various ways in which a model railroad
organization can contribute to the com-
munity that surrounds it, and in the
process accrue benefits for model rail-
roading as a worthwhile hobby.

- . . -

Nutmeg Division held its September
meeting at the home of NER Vice-President
Ken Hyslop in Stratford, Conn. Chairman
Forbes Hauptman of the Achicevement Awards
Committee spoke on the NMRA Awards pro-
gram, Discussions of the proposed Nutmeg
Division badges and the Little Convention
to be held next March were followed by a
movie and slide show.

L T R Y

The Nassau Model Kailroad Club, 174
Hillside Ave., Williston Pk., L.1., N.Y.,
will hold its Christmas Show on the fol-
‘lowing dates:

Friday Dec 7: 730=10PM
Saturday Dec 8: 2-430UPM & 730-10PM
Sunday Dec 9: 2-5PM

Admission is by donation.

* T ox om o o= s s oW

Fifty-one members of the Hub Division,
operating on "19" order #l dated August
3, 1962, deadheaded over the Edaville
lines and had themselves a good time.
Activities started at 10AM and ended at
S5PM. Most of the members rode the train
and then headed for the picnic tables,
The Children had a ball in Kiddieland.
The Weather was clear and HOT which put
a speedy end to the Directors' meeting.
"Limey" Lalime was in charge of the pro-

gram arrangements.



LOCOMOTIVE KIT

IF you are a dyed-in-the-wool Model Railroader

IF  you are one who would rather build, than buy
your models ready-to-run

IF  you have always wanted a '"Lobaugh-type" kit
in HO scale

IF  you like quality materials in all your model
railroad equipment

IF  you are capable of soldering, drilling, tapping,
and following instructions

IF  you can fit parts for proper running fits

IF  you have answered '"yes' to most of the IF's

above

T HEN
The MaRa C&O Allegheny 2-6-6-6 is
your cup of tea.
Buy one and see; buy one and feel the thrill that
comes from seeing your masterpiece haul a real

l--o--n--g drag on a layout.

Justafew of the features tobe found in this superb
HO kit are:

All Brass construction

Pittman DC81 motor

33:1 gears enclosed in gearboxes (all metal)
12 sprung drive wheels, all powered

Sprung Trailing truck

Over 140 Lost Wax castings

Etched brass tender and running boards
Frames fully machined and silver-soldered
Main Boiler courses silver-soldered

Boiler fittings not found in other kits

Unbelievable pulling power

Complete with
motor and tender

$12500

Budget sections available — send 10¢

for brochure

Ve W R iy

P.O. Box 5054 Sherman Oaks,
Calif.
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OPERATING PROBLEM

The response to the second operating
problem was amazing - and delightful. It
evoked a positive flood of mail which
contained interesting comments as well
as answers. In common with most new pro-
jects, this one is having growing pains
s0 just bear with me and we will straighten
them out in time.

In the Peterson problem I neglected
to identify car "C" as the caboose. This
was unintentional although 1 did presume
that everyone would realize that no self-
respecting train would be running around
without one. A few of you, however, did
not recognize it and finished up with it
in the middle of the consist. For this
confusing omissionl shall assess myself
two brownies.

Two other difficulties also appeared
which, although they showed up in your
solutions to the Peterson problem, are
equally involved in solving any switch-
ing problem. The foremost of these is
the definition of a move. The other is
whether any portion of the crossover to
the main line could be used.

A move, as usually defined, is any
continuous movement from one point to
another, Thus the simple pickup of acar
from a spur involves four moves: engine
run ahead to clear switch, engine back
in and couple to car, engine and car run
ahead to clear switch, engine and car
back and couple to train. Because drops
and flying switches are impossible with
normal model railrecad equipment it is
considered that a stop must be made each
time coupling or uncoupling is done, al-
though it would be possible to couple
and keep moving. Each stop, therefore,
marks the end of amove. Counting of the
moves necessary for one of these problems
starts from the stop at which the train
is ready to begin switching and ends when
it is reassembled ready to proceed.

“While the question about using the

Now that these questiun_s ha\'a been
settled, let us see how the problem at
hand should be solved.

1. Back on team coupling C to A

Pull to siding

Back on warehouse coupling A to B
Pull to siding with CDE

Back on team uncoupling C

Pull to siding with DE

Back on warehouse coupling to AB
Pull all ahead to siding

Back on team coupling to C

Pull all ahead to siding

Back to warehouse leaving CBDA
Pull to siding with E

Back on team uncoupling E

Pull to siding

Back on warehouse coupling to CBAD
Pull all to siding

Back on team coupling to E

Pull all to siding

Back on warehouse uncoupling E
Pull to siding with D

Back on team uncoupling D

Pull to siding

Back on warehouse coupling to train

In all of the above the head end of
the train is disregarded as it does not
change. The majority of you, including
our esteemed judge Watty House, showed a
smaller number of moves, but a careful
check revealed many which were actually
a combination of moves, as defined above,
under a single number. The solution as
printed was taken directly from Watty's.
Applying the condition of a continuous
start -to- stop movement constitutinga
move, his original 12 became 23, It is
truly amazing how fast the numbers build
up when using this method of counting.

23.

There are two general instructions in
regard to the submission of solutions.
All solutions should be sent directly to
the Editor of The Coupler and not to the
mailing office. Also, if a letter is to
accompany the solution, plecase use sep-
arate sheets of paper so that each may
be properly filed and acknowledged.

crossover was raised by only one entrant,
it might be well to clarify the matter
for the future. This involves a discus-
sion of clearances and fouling points.
A fouling point is that point at which
cars on two tracks converging at a com-
mon switch will no longer both be able
to move without physical contact. In a
more specialized meaning it is also that
point at which a track circuit will be
shunted. For safety purposes most rail-
roads place their signal fouling points
several feet from the physical one so
that a red signal will be displayed be-
fore the car or train reaches the actual
contact point. within this distance, how-
ever, the clearance between equipment
on the adjacent tracks will be less than
standard which could result in injury to
a man riding the side ladder of one or
the other. Where there are no signals or
other markings railroad men consider the
fouling point to be located where the
two tracks begin to converge. Thus, when
parallel tracks are connected by a cross-
over, as in the Peterson problem, not
even the slightest movement may be made
beyond the points if it is lined toward
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In the problem in this issue the west-
bound peddler arrives at the Squawbottom
siding all mixed up from picking up and
delivering out on the line where there
are no run-arounds. The train must be
made up to leave from the siding in the
order shown at "FINISH" so as to be able
to work the facing spurs to the west. It
must be on the siding at the completion
of the switching to clear the passenger
train which will be due. The siding is
eight carlengths long and the spurs will
each hold five cars. Engine and tender
are considered to be two carlengths long.
Letter designations for the cars are for
convenience in keeping track of the move-
ments and, except for "C" which is the
caboose, do not have to be in any special
order at the finish; i.e., "A", "B" and
"F" may be in any order as long as they
are ahead of the engine, and "D" and "E"
may be in either order between the engine
and caboose. All coupling or uncoupling
must be done at stop between moves. John
has worked out a solution which requires
only ten moves. Can you do this well or
better?

As most of you probably realized from
the name of the railroad, this problem
was devised by John Allen. Lest it be
wondered why the last two problems have
come from so great a distance, it is be-
cause they are being obtained from the
members of the NMRA Prototype Operations
Committee. This does not preclude the use
of problems submitted by NER members so,
if you have a situation that you think
would make an interesting problem, just
send it along to the Editor of The Coupler,
and, if suitable, it will be used space
permitting. The diagrams need not be of
finished quality as long as they are
clear.

Again let me remind you that answers
to these problems should be sent to the
Editor of The Coupler directly and not
to the NER Post Office box.
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