EESOE 4 &

|II III |Illlllu---

COUPLER

4

ﬂ—-‘a——:’ ﬂ'ﬂ/ S o /f-{b . \;'_L — W

EREER 8857

Official Bulletin of the Northeastern Region of the National Mode! Ruilroad Association

HUB DISTRICT FORMED

A third District of the Northeastern Reglon be-
came a reallty after two previous attempts, with the
formation of the Hub District in the Boston, Mass,,
area.

As the result of a speclal meeting held in the
quarters of the Massachusetts Model Railroad Soc-
iety in Cambridge, Masss,, on the evening of Sept-
ember 13th, the Hub Distriet was officially start-
ed end plans for the future were made, The meeting
was attended by about 15 people, including Ivon
Preble, retiring President of NMRA; NER Secretary-
Treasurer Roger Marble and Wayne Roundy, Paat-Pres-
ident of NER. Both Mr, Preble and Mr, Marble gave
brief, but informative, talks on accomplishments of
other such greups around the country as well as what
they felt the Hub District should do in the future,

As part of the business, David C, MacDonald, of
East Weymouth, was elected Temporary Chairman, while
Frederick F, Kearms, Jr., of Cambridge, was named
Temporary Secretary, Lyman B, Hurter was chosen to
be Canvassing Commlttee Chairman, The election of
permanent .officers will be taken up at a later date,
after the District has had a chance to become more
firmly established, A committee on constitution and
by-laws was appointed and will draft the documents
to be presented to the membership for their apprev-
al at & future meeting,

Future meetings will be held at various points
throughout the District, Boundaries have been ten-
tatively set at Worcester on the West; Newburyport
on the North and the Fall River-New Bedford area on
the South, Any one living within this area whe is
genuinely interested in model railroading is invit-
ed to join,

The group felt that the District should be free
from toé muech formality in their meetings and also
that membership should be open to all model rail-
roaders regerdless of whether they belong to the
NMRA and NER or net,

No definite date has been set for the next meet-
ing, but it will probably be held sometime in Novem-
ber, Between now and then committees will be active
and contacts will be made to see how many fellows
in the area are interested enough to back the new
Distriet, Te this end, Wayne Roundy, now in charge
of the NER Mailing 0ffice, stated that he would of=-
foer his assistance to the committees by submitting
a mailing list of all NER members that would be el-
igible to Join,

After the business meeting adjourned, light re-
freshments were served and color slides of a trip
through Northern New England and Quebec were shown,

The first attempt to form the District was made
a year ago and was met with apathy, The second try
was made last Jamuery and no actien was taken as
there was a blizzard on the meeting night and only
a few hardy souls attended the meeting, The District
has a good start now and would like the support of
any, and all, persons interested in model railroad~
ing and fellowship,

Continued on page 12

CLINICS HIGH-LIGHT FALL MEET
Full Schedule at Albany

Ons of the most active programs en record has
been set up for the Fall !'57 NER Convention to bDe
held in Albany, New York, ever the week end of Oct-
ober 12-13, 1957,

5 With convention headquarters in the Sheraton=-
Ten Eyck Hotel, registration starts at 9A,M, and
runs until 12N, Fer the benefit of those who rege
ister early there will be visits to home pikes T
11:30), clinies (10:30-11:30) and C,T.C, (10-12

f Net only are there these morning activities, but
also two Friday night affairs for those who get te
Albany that night, There will be a visit to the RPI
layout in Troy, and railread movies in the hotel,

The fan trip will be a busy one, starting at 1
P.M, at Unlon Station, Albany, The group will beard
Budd RDC's for a guided tour ef the New Yerk Cent-
ral's facilities at Selkirk Yard, after go:l.ng threugh
the Pert of Albany, The big attraction at the Port
is the world's largest single-unit grain elevater,
where their car-emptying operation is unique - the
whole car is picked up and tilted back and ferth
until it is empty, Then on to Selkirk where the lar-
gest classification yard in the East will open its
doors to NER, Also to be seen at Selkirk will be
the hump, roundhouse, turntables, diesel shops, and
a8 an added attraction #999, the famous L-l-0 that
hauled the Empire State Express at speeds ef better
than 100mph, The fan trip price is eombined with
the registration,

Model judging will take place at 5:30, All med-
els are to be entered before 12 Noon if at all pos-
sible, The judging will be based on the following
point system;

Accuracy

8CRLlO.ccccasssnsssnonsell

Detall and realism
amount ef detail.......l0
realistic appearance...20
Workmanship
Tinlgh, . cicisivansanessad

\ completeness..cciansnesll

* Ingemuity,esencensensa 10
r( Decoration

[ Painting...ceeeeecscesad0
(includes color cheice,
cov?rag., finish mask-
/
) Any model bullder is eligible to enter the com-
[ petition unless the bullder is engaged profession-

ing
lettering.ccveasaissaa..05
scale & neatness)

\llly or commercially in the building of model rail-

Total pOint!..uunum

With three judges, then, the maximmm tetal peints

(includes correctness,
for any one entry will be 300 peints,
road squipment,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



THE DISPATCHER'S TOWER

At the approach of the end of
summer, we turn our thoughts to=
ward the October Convention to be
held in Albany, New York, We again
begin to think of meeting old
friends, of making new acquaint-
ances and looking forward to the
new ideas which the Committee may
have, As your President, I am also

THE COUPLER

OFFICERS thinking of that which has not been
too satisfactory to the membership
#JAMES E, SEE, Presldent.seceeecss. 1 Orchard Drive & and what should be done for im-
white Plains, New York provement,
IRWIN F,B. LLOYD, JR., Vice-President.sevsvcesseses Study of the final results of the rscent ques-
1l Case Street tionaire shows that a large majority have given
Hartford, Connecticut their approval of the convention programs of the
past, However, I fail to find justification of the
#ROGER MARBLE, Secretary-Treasurel.ccicccsscscscssns repliea as pertaining to the model contests, Rough-
169 Lovell Road 1y 60% indicate they would enter the contests,while
Holden, Massachusetts 30% would not, Observance during the past three or
four years has shown a steady decline of entrants
DIRECTORS which was culminated last October in Concord., There
were so few entries in Concord that 1t was pitiful
CHARLES McK, WELLING.seesoeoseess156 Sandford Avenue and in Springfield it was not much better. I have
North Plainfield, N.J. wondering why this should be so, Approximately 2/3
have expressed satisfaction with the judging and
#DOUGLAS C, BROWNssussesesessssness2l Leland Avenue methods of handling the contests., Again, Whers is
Plainfield, N.J. y the reasoning?
ARTHUR C, WADHAMS,.uus:24.000.2l Hawthorne Terrace There could be numerous answers, Some may think
Torrington, Conn, their work not good enough to exhibit, Others may
feel that they cannot compete with those they think
#Dr, JOHN F. DIAS, JRussssssssssseasl20 Elm Street are more skllled, The idea may prevall that to en-
South Dartmouth, Mass, ter the contests 1s not worth the effort in view
of so few entries, Perhaps some resent a few obtain-
# Terms Expire Fall 1957 ing the majority of the winning places, Thers are
undoubtedly many more reasons, but they have not
CONVENTION COORDINATOR........CHARLES McK. WELLING been expressed to any extent, Yes, there have been
‘//;:;r 156 Sandford Avenue a few members who have been quite outspoken but to
North Plainfield, N.Jd. date, no one has come up with the correct answer,
And yet, entries in the contests have steadlily de-
PUBLICITY DIAECTOR...ssuvaenssnsenssssoFRED OSMERS clined in number,
36 Banbury Lane
West Hartford, Conn, Some of my thoughts regarding the situation may
be of interest and I have decided to pass them on
FROTOTYFE OPERATIONS COMMITTEE,.....W. WATSON HOUSE to those who may be interested. First, only one a-
Suite 51, 36 Pearl Street rd should be glven to any one person at a given
Hartford lj, Conn, contest, All models of each and any guage should be
Judged 1n a single class (locos, cars, scenery, etc.,
oy | PHILLIPS HOUGHTON, CHAIRMAN together), Only completsd models, declared as such
ST [ e W, 65th Street by the owner, should be accepted, Operating quali-
Ji" i ke New York, N.Y. ties of powered units should be classed separately
kU|J pA" L ; and in one group for the purpose, all guages com-
Y/ ,,COUPLER EDITOR...... S R . »CHARLES OGREN bined, although these models should also be elig-
A lly Prospect Street able for entry in other catagories,
¢ his Greenfield, Mass,
= As to the increasing lack of entries, I will be
T COUPLER MAILING OFFICEss.sssssss412 Glendale Drive very outgpoken_ The mjorj_ty of modelmakers are juat

Danvers, Mass, plain lazy and can't be bothered to dust off his pet
models and take them all the way to the conventlon
and back, There is also a definate defeatlst atti-
tude prevelent among the builders, le: Why should 1
be bothered to bring my models when so few others
do so, If this type of person would only think in
reverse, the cause of his personal gripe would
quickly disappear, Then I have actually heard sev-
sral say, "Seo-and-so is so much better than I am,

I would feel ridiculous showing my work along side
of his,"™ This is a truism, but you should always
remember that a super-modeler 1s always recognized
as such and his work never, and I repeat, never,
distracts from that of the not-so-skilled, All mem-
bers of the hobby appreciate all grades of work ex-
cept the very sloppy. The presense of a superior
model has never restricted the admiration of the
others, Remember this at the next contest and take
notsl

Judging could stand improvement, My suggestlon
would be for a panel of three seml-permanent Jjudges,
- one to be replaced at each succeedlng convention, I
like the present point system, but perhaps it could
¢ be improved., Judging should be done early so as to
- : k " have the wirmers labled as such for as mich of the
in 1 aa : convention as possible,

e -

B ¥ ; : I believe the presence of models for 'display
. only! to be very much desired, If some have no de-

Continued on page 6



THE HOSTLER SEZ:

In the last lssue we trled an ex-
periment with this page regarding the
size of the type in the printed edi-
tion, Due to a misunderstanding with
the printer the page was reduced so that
the type was the same size as the rest,
Had the margins been kept the same as
the other pages the type would have been
lgrger, We are trying the same thing in
thls 1ssue and I would like to have any
and all comments as soon as possible so
that the matter can be discussed at the
business meeting in Albany.

Many thanks to Rudy Kausch of Hunt-
ington Station, L.I,, for his comments
and constructive suggestions for the
Coupler format, His was the only re-
sponse to the requeat for comments in
the last i1ssue, From the lack of re-
sponse 1t could be taken for granted
that the membership is satisfied with
the present format and we should keep
1t as 1s, If there are any comments,
or criticisms, let's have them now so
they may be submitted to the new Board
of Directors in October,

I must have been in a daze when I
got to the end of the column in the
last issue, In the part sbout the
"poor man's transit" the most import-
ant part of the formula was left out,
This part 1s converting the number of
degrees in Angle A to a decimal, This
requires the use of logarithm tables,
These tables can be found in most books
on mathematics in the trigonometry sec-
tion, Just read across the columns
from the elevation degree to the tan-
gent column and that will be the num-
ber to use,

We hope that you have had a pleas-
ant summer and had fun railroading,
If you heve any good pictures to spare
why not send them to the COUPLER? Jot
down the informstion on the back of the
plcture (where taken, etc,) and we'll
welcome the opportunity to use it,

While on the subject of railrogd-
ing away from home, we had several
people stop to see us during the sum-
mer, Unfortunately we were not home
at the time and we still do not know
who came, As a matter of fact, one
visitor did not leave his name with
our upstairs neighbor who knew we were
away for the weekend and who had told
the visitor this and asked if he would
leave a message. He didn't, From the
descriptions of the callers, they were
people we did not know and, therefors,
1t is reasonable to assume they werse
model railroaders., If I go calling
without phoning first (very seldom)

I have paper and pencil in the car for
the sole purpose of leaving a note,
It's quilte disturbing to know someone
came calling but not knowing who, If
you go visiting an no one is home -~
leave a note, It wlll be appreciated,

Convention time 1s here again and
the annual meeting with its election
of directors -nd officers as well as
action on the Reglon'as business, This
meeting concerns all members of the Re-
gion and as many as possible should at-
tend, Not only will there be a full
program and a lot of fun, but most im-
portant, you will have a voice in the

election of your officers and directors
and a say in the transaction of the Re-
glon's business,

See you in Albany?

CHUCK OGREN
Editor

“What can | do? He owns 51 per cent of the stock.”

SUMMER SOLILOQUY
on
RURAL RAILROADING

Over the fields, beyond the trees,
Two ma jor rallways run,

Through summer's heat and winter's freeze;

Through rain and snow and sun,

The main "lines west" are busy
Throughout the day and night.
They keep dispatchers dizzy
Regulating all this might,

But to us opon the sideline,

Not concerned with railroad work,
They afford a symphony sublime
In vhich many pleasures lurk....

Ths distant blast of & straining drag
Being tucked into the hole,

Awaiting the varnish's whistled brag
Of how Pacifiecs roll}

Now here she comes, black plume above,
Her stack proclaiming loudly;

High drivers stepping, hand-in-glove
W4ith side-rods thrashing proudly.

She dashes by and rounds the vend,

A brldge returns her rumble;

The notes of her steam whistle blend
With the freizht's awakening grumble,

Robust exhaust takes up the slack
Smoke columns mushroom high '
And billow off along the track,
Drawing plctures on the sky,

Eight drivers spin with sudden force,
Checked by the weight at hand

As the driver of the Iron Horse
Judiciously valves sand,

Momsentum gains by slow degrees;
The stack's bark quickens pace,
One hundred cars stir up a breeze
As they get back in the racse,

Alas, these scenes will pass ere long;
The diesels increase dally,
We'll miss that sweet, melodious song
The steamers sang so gaily.

ROb ROBERTSUN



REPORT OF THE "PROTOP" COMMITTEE:

A report of the FProtop Committee (Committee for
the Promotion of Prototype Operation in the NER) for
the year stresses a new departure 1ln eclinics by the
use of tin-plate at the Springfield Convention in
place of & portable scale layout for demonstrating
realistic operation,

Roger Marble, who has a cellar full of A-F "s"
gage equipment, was shocked by the time, trouble
and expense it took Watty House to set up a demon-
stration layout at the Trenton Convention last year,
He saw the same thing repeated at the National Con-
vention at 5t, Paul, where Allen Hazen bullt a port-
able layout at considerable expense for the clinic
run by Watty House, On the way home it occurred to
Roger that it would be easler, quicker and less ex-
pensive to use his tin-plate, It would have the add-
ed advantage of belng more flexible, as the layout
could be changed from clinic to eliniec more easily
than a portable, which has a fixed layout, The trans-
portation problem would be aimpler, too, It was
found that the tin-plate was quite adequéate for dem-
onstrating the principles of reallstic operation
which they were talking about,

Roger (at Springfield) felt badly that engine
trouble prevented a demonstration of passenger
switeching which had been planned, Howaver, Pop
Houghton pointed out that his introductory talk
took up a lot of time, and that operating a way.
freight with the changing station method, using the
Dyar Card system, was somewhat complicated and was
probably enough for one clinic, He suggested that
passenger switching could be the subject of a fut-
ure c¢linie,

The Committee was well convinced that the use
of tin-plate was satisfactory, more trouble-free
than scale and fulfilled the main objective of sav-
ing lots of time, trouble and expense, Roger Marble
feels sure that at another convention it will take
him only one day to set up the layout, instead of
the three 1t took et Springfield,

The idea of using a demonstration layout at clin-
ica is fairly new, The Protop Committee felt something
different had to be done, because the excellent talks
by Doc Buyse, Jack Wilson, Newt Guerin and others at
conventions in past years had seemed to have done
little, or nothing, to improve ths operzting in the
Region, which seemed to be nothing more than contin-
uous loop-rumning, Soms kind of demonstration lay-
out seemed to be the answer,

The "Evergreen Central" was the first layout con-
sidered, This is a portable layout built by the
"Model Railroader" staff and sent arcund the country
to attract new members to the hobby, The Committee
was told that it weighed Lj00lbs and the shipping ex-
pense was considerable, although this was later de-
nied by the "Model Railroader", The main objection
to it, as far as the Commltbtee was concerned, was
the fact that 1t was designed more for continuous
loop operation than switching, While there wasz a
siding or two, the layout did not have enough sid-
ings for the way-freight switching that the Commitee
wanted to show,

Finally Watty House tore up part of his 0 gage
layout, hired a station wagon and carted 1t down to
Trenton, Set up as & point-to-point with sidings and
passing tracks at each end, Watty showed the boys
plenty of switching, such as a peddler setting out
cars at private sidings and turning the train at the
end of the run, Many of the members wer> given an
oppertunity to run the tralns themselves and find
out first hand what fun swiltehing could be,

Last summer, at the National Convention at St.
Paul, Allen Hazen, former President of NER, felt the
need of s demonstration layout for the clinie on op-
erativn, He was unable to locate one, so he built
his own on a sheet of plywood and invited Watty
House to operate it, Watty demonstrated switching
of passenger and freight trains and anawered ques=
tions from the audience, The clinic was hailed as a
great success,

The interest shown at these demonstrations both
at the Regional and Natlonal levels persuaded the
Committee to plan another demonstration at Spring-
field, Roger Marble's offer to use his American
Flyer equipment was accepted. At the last minute
Watty House found that he was unable to attend, so
he turned the clinic over to Pop Houghton,

Pop Houghton's interest in prototype operation
started twenty-five years ago when he began to run
a model railroasd club in the school where he teaches.
Although the club died a natural death long ago,
Pop's interest in reaslistlc operation 1s as much a-
live as ever, The latest outcome of this lnterest
has been an article on operating methods, which has
been accepted by the "Model Railroader”, Fop gave a
resume of this article as an introduction to the op-
erating session, Pop referred to these operating
methods as tricks to stretch the main line, Inter-
estingly enough, the five methods of making operat-
ing more realistlc were developed by members of the
NER, The flve methods are:

1, Forget sbout the main line and concentrate
on switc - Watty House, i

2. The "hidden train" method, where the illusion
of distance is creafted by running the train
behind a mountain or into a lower level hide-
out as done by Ivon Preble's former club in
Lynn, Mass,

3. Multiple Loog. Neal Fisk gives & new twist
o an old g ck by making continuous loop
running interesting. He runs his trains a-
round the loop several times between stations,

4. The House-Fisk Methed, By having threa loops
on a layout, switching can be done on any
one loop while running trains continuously
on the other two, This method will enable
cluba to operate realistically at showa,

5. g‘]e:n','g;gi_ngnstauon“ method was used by

Bowen his tin-plate days., A man

with a small single station loop can do
practically anything that can be done on &
big layout by assigning a definite, but im-

aginary mileage to the loop, and changing
the name of the statlion at each stop,

Pop illustrated the above msthod at Springfield
by assigning a length of five miles to the loop for
passenger operation, Using the Pennsylvanie R,.R.
main line between New York and Fhiladelphia as the
prototype, six times around the layout would cover
thirty miles and bring the train to New Brunswick,
Six more laps and the train would arrive in Trenton,
another thirty miles away, Six final laps would com~
plete the run by bringing the tralm to Philadelphia,
For commters and way-frelghts, Pop assigned a dis-
tance of two mlles to the loop, This gives plenty of
variation as there are about 15 local stops on both
ends of the line, between New Brunswick and New York
on one end, and Trenton and Fhiladelphia at the other,

Pop felt that this method is the most important
for two reassons, In the first place, it can be call-
ed a "poor man's layout"” as it needs only a small
loop with 2 single station, In the second place, if
a person cen bring himself to use & little imagina-
tion practicelly anything can be done that l1s decne
by prototype railroads, The only catch is that not
all model railroaders can bring themselves to use
the necessary amount of imagination, It was to pre=-
pare the mudience for the needed make-belleve that
Pop gave such & long talk as an introduction.

In order to make the peddler freight operation
more interesting Pop, and his brother Russ, used
the card system invented by Gerald Dyar, another
native of NER, This method was described in the Fall
1956 COUPLER in the article entitled "The Layout that
Jack Built", This cerd system has been successfully
used by Jack Taylor, of New Rochelle, N.Y,, Avard
Fuller, of West Hartford, Conn,, and Douglas Smith,
of Bloomfield, N,J, Pop and Russ ran into trouble
when they attempted to use it with the Chsnging Sta-
tion Method, as the name of each plant on each pri-
vate siding had to be changed every time the name of
the station was charged., When the operators found
out by charts and signs what plant belonged to what
slding, things ran smoothly.
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THE MODEL

In the Summer Issue of the COUPLER, President
See had soms pertinent comments about models and
model contests and under the heading "The Hostler
Sez;", Chuck Ogren suggests that we use our cameras
during the summer to capture some new ideas for mod-
els from the prototype,

Now I expect that each member of NER read thess
items, however when I turned to page 7 and saw the
plcture of Pat Hohenberger comparing Dave Bayer's
photo of & "bridge over the Eries at Bloomfield,
N,J," with his prize winning model of this oldtime
wooden bridge, 1t made me realize that it is just
things like this that make the difference between
Just being Iinterested in model railroading or be-
ing & "scale man",

Dave's model took me back to 1900 when my fam-
ily moved from Brooklyn, N.Y,, to Bloomfield, N.J.
This bridge spammed the Erie at that time and was a
at the head of Williamson Avenue, Just East and
South of this bridge was Willliamson Oval where the
local ball club had their diamond, The hill on the
West side of the Oval made a natural grandstand and
the yearly fireworks celebration of July Lth was
held in this seme place, Across the meadow from the
Oval, further South, was Fairview Grammar School
and when the snow was good, our sleds would carry
almost to the school, As small boys we often dared
one an other to stand on the bridge when the 5:3l
came roaring through,

One day a train caught fire just after passing
under the bridge and I can still remember the bil-
lowing cloud of black smoke from one freight car
that was full of acid carboys.

Now I ask you, can you expect anything more of
a model of a prototype facility than that it is se
realistioc that 1t conjures up memories like the a-
bove, The marvel, though, is that this relic of the
past still stands in a neighborhood that had gone
modern even by 1918 when I left Bloomfield,

Possibly one answer to bringing models to NER
meetings and/or entering them in contests may be
shown in this incident, I missed seeing a model at
Springfield because I did not attend, and inspect-
ing this model and meeting the bullder would have
made the trip worthwhile even though I am not a
"soclal person", The moral of this piece is that one
never knows what the totel result of exhibiting a
model maey be. In my case it brought back memories,
(But aotually, I am making a model of this bridge,
from memory and the photo in the COUPLER to lesd &
mountain road to a Hill Billy Homestead on my pike, )

Exhibiting models os one of the best mefphods of
interchange of ideas that we have in our fascinating
hobby and we must all learn to accept intolerant
remarks and those few who always belittle any
which 1s not to their way ef thinking and bring our
own "brain-child" to NER meetings even though we deo
net win a prize, All that it takes to enter a model
iz just a little more: courage than it takes not to
enter ons, Even though your model may not please
everyone, 1t may give somsone just the idea he has
been looking for and that's "sompia',

JIM (M.G.) FISK

(for a diagram of the layout and lists of cars
and their sssigned sidings, see issue L3, Ed,)

The Committee feels that NER has pioneered again

in model railrecad progress., The use of tin-plate rol-

ling stoek and snap-track will make it possible to
have demonstrations wlth less work and expense, By
presenting several methods of operation (all devel-
oped by members of the Reglon) all members can find
some method of making train more fun whether
thelr layout is large or small, whether club owned
or private,

POP HOUGHTON ..
WATTY HOUSE CO-CHAIRMEN

Castleton Bridge over the Hudson River, To be
traveled over on fan trip. Finnegan photo.

_% - RAIL TRANSPORTATION TO ALBANY

For those people who are going to Albany by train
here is a run-down of schedules,

Those gol to Albany from New York on Friday.
NYC #l1, the Pacemaker, leaves NY Tmﬁ,
Arrives In Albany at é:SlPM.

From Boston:

B & A #27, the New England States, (re-
served seat coaches), leaves South Sta=
tion, Boston, 3:30PM, arrives Albany 8:25,

From Syracuse:

NYC #50, Empire State Express (reserved
seat coaches), leaves l:35FPM, arrives in
Albany 7:06PM.

From Montreal:

D & H #36, the Laurentisn, leaves Windsor
Station, Montreal, 10:50AM, asrrives Albany
5:35PM

From Beston:

B & M #59, leaves North Station, Boston,
5:00PM, arrives Troy 9:30PM. Busses of the
United Traction Co, operate at 20 minute
intervels, 30¢ fare to Albany, >

On Saturday morning:

From New York City:
NYC #95, the DeWitt Clinton, leaves N,Y,
7:35AM, arrives Albany 10:45AM,

From Boston:
B & A #691, leaves South Station 6:L5AM,
arrives Albany 11:30AM,

From Syracuse:

NYC #2, the Pacemaker, (reserved seat coaches)
leaves Syracuse 8:01AM, arrives Albany 10:L45,

Time tables will be avallable for inspection at
the registration desk for those interested in re=-
turning home by rail,

The Connecticut River Railroad wishes to advise
its friends that, because of an approaching change
in location of right-of-way and headquarters, no
passes will be issued until further notice,

When new passes are available we will b
most happy to exchange, Aprin’be

DONALD S, ROBINSON
Chief Brass Hat
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| FROM THE CONVENTION COORDINATOR: Study these for a minute; then think back to the
last contests, Where were your models? At a meeting
That Convention Questionnaire in Alb 75 Dev Finnegan sgreed to go to town on
thé‘mmagq EE$§EE'EEI§‘I::1. So get out and dust off
By the middle of July we had received 111 an- your best models and watch for Dave's announcement
swers to the 700 questionnaires that were mailed of the rules and classes for Albany this fall,
with the COUPLER, a return of about 16%, This is al-
so about the nmumber of people that seem to get a- Once again I want to say "Thank You" to every=
round to ths conventions, I wonder 1f there is any body who took time to send in the 1little green
connection? sheet, It has been a definite help to your Direc-
tors and to the local committees that have had a
The answers to most of the questions are quite chance to see some of the results, And to the nearly
definitely one way or the other, with only a few half of you that sdded so much extra comment and
that show little decided preference. 82% of those suggestion, another "Thank you again", for your ine
answering attend our conventions, but only 33% terest, All of these extras have been tabulated for
bring thelr wives along, Of course, the 22 people the Directors, and are receiving genuine considera-
who admit they have no wives to bring affects this tion, I cannot wrlite each of you individually, so
figure appreclably, The mein reason for lack of please accept this as my acknowledgement of your help,
wifely attendance is very simple - no interest] And
there's not much we can do about that - they either CHARLES McK, WELLING
are or aren't] Convention Coordinator

Hotels seem to be reasonably satisfactory to 79
people; unsatisfactory to 2; and 30 have no express- y
ed opinion, The same feeling seems to apply to our

fan trips, with counts of 79, 9, and 23, FRON FHE WATLTNG CFFTGRs

day Z}E%gg:{: gg; gﬁa‘sq::;ggfeigg gwy%ﬁﬁ%% With thias issue the mailing office has been op~-
just don't eat, The dinner and breakfast arrange- erating for one year, To be sure, there were times

ments seem to be OK by about the same percentages, when we were in doubt as to whether we had any good
46 people want to be entertained; 42 don't; and 23 - addresses to use,“hut it has now come down to about
don't care one way or the other, I guess we'll have fifteen returned "Couplers" on the #3 issue, all

to let the local committees toss a coin for or ae- of which have a forwarding address,

gainst that one,
At no time has the "Coupler" remained at the

cs are practical demanded, 82% want them; Mailing Office for more than three days, and it 1s
the rest don't care, WO~ our alm to malntain this zervice,

them want something every t.ime. early everyone has
received some personal benefit from them, and only We have at various times furnished special list-

a few have been bored, (For these we are trying to ings for specific requirements of the Fresident, Any
E arrange some supplementary attractions for future special listing must be so timed that it can be pro=-
conventions, ) cessed when a mailing is being done as the plates
are maintained in alphabetical order, and cannot be
The Prototype program is very well taken from this sequence without a long resorting
supp6F¥Eaj-ﬁifﬁfz§§:§§f§i;:; snd that same 20% with- operation,
out an opinion, eldentally, it is very interesting
that on many questions the "no-answer" proportion #EVERY MEMBER NOTE:

has run close to 20%, but not the same individual

pecple in every case, If you move Eleass make your change of address

imown to the Mailing Office or the secretary, If

auestion about movies produced violent re- you know of anyone who 1s a member and did not re-
sultsl 66% want them;"TZ%~don't; and again 20% don't celve issue #,3 please advise the Secretary,
mich cm?%u think you are going to get
anything but railroad pictures, guess again] Only WAYNE ROUNDY
three peopleﬁ]fﬁfnﬂ_snm other than rail-
roading - and most of the others want Sﬂ%, but
willl settle for a little of other things. So that
settles that - no beauty contests, or such, for
these boysl DISPATCHEH,. ... Continued fron page 2
alre to compete, nRe can receive mich satisfaction
gy TOUE i o Siwertas tu yoim Sl fxon the interest displeyed by the ouservers. Also,
Drototre, sgain sspeiisiiy con stosns mesibess are oy S e Bl s gt L nuy,
i:;rb:?r:\g ci.}:lo: n;rgg;zag?a; oﬁd;iczﬁﬁigigi:;.sggigsf pinctict’nla to those in contest and all should be
field, preferably those with people as well as plaged Desr eys sevel, prafexubly Just balsw,
trains in 'em, In that connection, one of our reg-
ular convention-attenders (a wu‘e: incidentally) Htthﬁ“ %mprasai;ns, ;“;‘f{hg“@{ iﬂogmplet:ﬁ
aid to me, "I wish more people would brin to the PUOYS S0 §0.0L Sy YRSy < W es e iy whudy
s beop-Le 1 of the model contests have been worth the effort and
next convention the pictures they took at the last time involved, I have realized there has besen a cer=-
one, There are always lots of people wlth cameras; tain amount of dissatisfaction in comnection with
%‘_m_retgg ;2::} ‘:‘;3381"::2 %%%?P%cﬁggséu‘;hg iggn;; t“‘:ex these contests which only recently has been directly
brought to my attention, I urge the serious minded
thickly settled area, no clubs, no model railroading members to glve this matbter their attention and fors
E?iﬁﬁ“iﬁiﬁ %h:e;::thIm:nw E;Ettigg :ﬁi:s:h:;gy oo ward their ldess for solutions, along with any other
to my mind that's a legitimate complalnt if I .ever MEEaEtinEd,. 70 W0 GIUELAR Lon pablisakion,
heard one, But only you can do anything about it. Thi Octob 111 X =
So bring along some pilectures to Albany, and let us ond 3-”_:. z:mitﬁg P:a:j.g:n: of m. E’m g{m:m"s;o
all ;ee them, (The rest of us aren't expert photo- shall have to curtail my model activities temporar-
graphers either,) ily due to lack of free time, I have thoroughly en-
Joyed working for, and with, the Reglon, sharing
. The model cgntest questions produced some in- its problems and ﬁolping 11;'51.0"_ T wish to public-
eresting results: 1y extend my apprsclaticn to both of the Boards of
Ho Directors (156 & 157) for their sincere efforts end
- ) Yg“ No  Answer . cooperation, I also wish to extend the seme to the
g:tisr{:: ;ﬁﬁei gqrre - 63 32 %g il membership at large who have been very appreciative
Satisfied with point-judging? 69 2 Lo i of our efforts and who have bsen seo hslpful,

Should gages be combined? ) 70 21 fr JAMES E, SEE, President

y J—



Most powerful engine on the New ' An A6 }j-6-2 used in light passenger
Zealand railway system is this K service in New Zealand,

class L4-8-l4 used for heavy freight By Les Street
and passenger service, Some burn
oil, By Les Street

Two engines in the stud of Don Robinson of Springfield, Mass,
Most of the engines are United-Tenshodo with added detail,

Santa Fe 2.6-2 waiting for the terch and for julce fens, a

Piedmont & Northern electric.
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SIDE

How many of you model rallroaders feel your wife
is unappreclative of your hobby? If she will read
my ideas on the subject, perhaps I can give her a
different outlook on this hobby which can become so
tremendously important to our husbands,

Chuck started raillroading in the Spring of 'G5l,
When he worked on hils first few kits, I could see
he was quite absorbed in his hobby and very pleased.
I had neglected to think that those fascinating
1little cars would have to run around on tracks, and
that the track ecouldn't be snapped together on the
living room floor, etc, However, I soon learned how
involved model railroading can be - and began re-
cognizing some strange-sounding words - like turn-
outs, frogs, Comsols, Mikes, prototypical, etc, I'm
sure these are somewhat familiar to you other wives,
If you listen to hubby even with half-an-ear they'!'re
bound to pop up now and then,

That summer Chuck asked me if he could get a k!
x 8' plece of plywood and some 2 x L3, Well, you
know, this hobby kind of sneaks up on you., I no
sooner sald "I guess so,", when this monstrous thing
was going up right in the middle of the living room
mind you, Of course Chuck had one thing in his fa-
vor - we were newlyweds and I was still in that any-
thing-to-keep-you-happy-dear frame of mind, It's a
pity that attitude 1s so short lived in so many
marriages, We were living in a small apartment and
the following year, when our first son was born I
had quite a time trying to figure out where to put
things - 1f the diapers go here, where will I put
the tool box, and, I'd like to put the crib in that
corner, but the work table is in the way,

It soon dawned on me that I had a rival right
there in my own home/ A large, curvaceous, time con-
suming attraction - the rallroad, Well now, I just
didn't like the hours I read, or sewed, er just sat
end twiddled my thumbs because Chuck was fiddling
with a new coupler or something, and I said so,

"Chucky I said, "how can you enjoy that stuff?
One 1little spring pops onto the rug and you start
turning the air blue or you've got to make a fly-
ing trip over to New London or Providence for some
parts you need "right now", Or - "You haven't been
at this long enough to read the dlagram for that
imported engine and you're tearing your hair out
over it." Or.......

"Now just listen", Chuck replied, and went on
to explain that he was really enjoying himself with
his hobby. "When I sit down to railroad" he said,

"I forget worries, I forget my job, I can relax
completely and it's a good feeling, not to say any-
thing of the satisfaction of doing something creat-
ive, I could be out with the boys," When we finished
our conversation I felt it was, indeed, good for him,
Chuck's field of radio and television broadcasting
is well kmown for its "ulcer" cases and my husband
ie no exception, so if he could shed tension by put-
ting hours of work into one little car, or section
of his layout, that was OK with me,

Finally I thought I might try my hand at it so
I wouldn't feel so left out, I am not the least bit
mechanically minded, and though I do know some wives
who really enjoy making car kits, it doesn't appeal
to me at all, So, I tried a house, And I tell you -
it had the shakiest walls, the crookedest windows
and the most lop-sided roof you ever saw, but I
didn't think it was toe bad for my first try, As I
became a little more proficient at i1t I braved a
scrateh built structure with shingles and a chimnéy
carved to similate stone, My only trouble was - it
turned out to be one gauge tooc blg, With three pre-
school children I rarely ever get to de any bulld-
ing now, but when I do I always work side by side
with Chuek, I still can't follow the diagrams withe-
out his help.

Our next move was to New York State where Chuck
also had his layout in the only available place =

the living room, There were many times when it was
embarrasing and a good many times when I wished I
had never seen the darned thing, But 1t was a case
of having it in the living room or not at all, And
if the railroad went, some of Chuck's happiness
would go too and as happy Beopla make for a happy
home, I bowed to my "rival®,

Another time, up in Burlington, Vermont, I had
to put the bureau from our bedroom set out in the
upstairs hallway to make room for the railrocad, The
table was set up next to the bed and took quite a
beating., Every time Chuck tossed in his sleep he'd
land en arm in Staton's Corners, or a foot over on
the main line,, ,well, almost,

But the hobby has its compensations too, One of
my fondest memories is of a night in Vermont when
we got together with three other couples at ones of
their houses., The boys railroaded for a while, then
we all sat out on the porch and talked and laughed
and in general had a wonderful time, The feeling of
friendship and fun was very strong and just one
. phase of how good model railroading can be socially,
We have found that model railroading and belonging
to the NMRA has been the key to open the doors of
friendship, especlally when moving to a new commine
ity, Chuek looks in the Yearbook, then checks ths
local hobby shop for others in the hobby, With the
odd hours he works it's difficult, at times to meet
people, but we have made many friends through the
-hobby, friends from all walks of life - some better
off than we, some not, but never the less, friends,
Social barriers go down in this hobby, The comrade-
ship in model railroading is an example of good old
fashioned American friendliness]

I have yet to attend a convention. Either I am
busy with the children, or short of cash, or some-
thing - like many another young wife, but I sure
hope to make the next one and meet some of the
people I have heard about and some I haven't.,

Yes, it 1s sometimss easy for us wives to get
fed up with railroading as a hobby., But there is no
reason to if, and here is the asolution, fellows =-
if the husbands remember to consider their wives,
If you have your layout in ths house itself, keep
it reasonably neat, Help your wife to get interest-
ed in railroading, She isn't likely to bescome in-
terested wlthout some prompting on your part, Make
her feel you are both sharing in it and werking to-
gether at it,

Many wives resent the doller here - dollar there
type of reilroader, Many were the times when the
only money Chuck could have for his needs was from
the deposits on bottles, but they add up and still
leave wifey's budget intact,

Avolid doing anything which might turn your wife
against the hobby, I don't say give it up, but don't
pursue it to the point of its becoming a problem
in your home,

My personal ideas follow along these lines:

I like the confidence ef knowing my husband has
a wholesome hobby. I prefer his railroading by far
when I conslider the number of men who go over to the
nearest bar to "see the boys" or leave home two or
three evenings a week for a poker game, I beliesve a
woman should encourage this hobby because I think
its good points are so apparent, It's wonderful for
any man who has a tendency to be nervous and tense,
for any man with time on his hands,

We try to meet each other half way., Of course,
we have times when Chuck brings all his paraphen-
alia into the living room so he can sit with me
while he railroads, He has a 16" square plece of
masonite that he uses to work on, so he puts it on
ths coffee table and can cut, paint and cement with-
out worrying about harming the finish on the table,
Quite often I have te send him back to the railroad
room when the children get too curious and he gets
that "I'm-having-trouble~holding-my-temper"” look in
his eye,

I know Chuck loves rallroading and the people in
it and though it may sound "old-fashiomed" I still
think a husband's happiness 1s greatly dependent on
his wife and her management of his home life,

Contimied on pages 11



FLAGSTOP ON THE TUXEDO JUNCTION

It was our intention at this time to present the
detalls of an sutomatic block system that will give
you twe-way operation on the same track -- without
the operational disadvantages, tricky wiring and
costly investment of the commonly used detection
circuits, The reason we have put this ahead to the
next issue is that we are currently working on cer-
tain refinements that will incorporate scme added
interesting features,

Meanwhile we can relax & bit and if you'll pull
up that chair I'll cut the power on the TJ while we
do & little gabbing over a cup of Java, Model rail-
roading is a many sided hobby, &s you are probably
well aware, And one aspect is the fact that thers
1s a great deal of the historical side of the Pro-
totype all about us that can be dug up with a 1little
detective work, It's amazing what one can still un-
earth in the way of old bridges, roundhousea, ter-
minals, Pullman cars and day coaches, even steam
power, by shoving off on a Saturday in the car for
an exploratory wventure,

Your best approach 1s to park the car nearby a
large freight yard or passenger terminal, or small
branch-line facllities, and take on foot from there,
In large terminals trespassing is frowned upon with-
out a pass, But these are easy to come by if you
take the trouble before hand to secure one from head-
quarters. A pass is important because they know who
you are and it also releases them from any financial
responsiblility in caese of accident,

We can look back on many a venturs of this sort
and usually do most of our exploring in the fall
when the heat is off and there is a crispness in
the air which beckons us out to railroad territory.
Best of all, you never know what you're going to
ctumble across, Why just across the Hudson from New
York City there is still an old flat-top yellow
coach, resting on antiquated trucks, nestling among
some grass-grown sidings in the Weehawken Yards of
the NYC, Its roof certainly dates it back to the 150s
or early '60s and, as far as I can tell, 1s used as
some sort of supply or workshop for the yard gang.

My main interest (when I can find the time) has
been visiting the sites of the famous old locomotive
works, Some of the bulldings, or traces of them, re-
main and some are gone forever, Take the New York
Locomotive Works, for instance. Although this firm
never reached the size and stature of Baldwin and
Schensctady (Alco) 1t never-the-less turned out
some beautiful machines which were considered mage
terpleces in their day, One reason for this was a
mechanical genius by the name of Encrease Personstte
Gould, of the Hudson River Rallroad, who was per-
suaded to come with them as Chief Mechanical Engin-
ser in the summer of 1853.

In October, 1851, the Hudson River Railroad was
completed between New York City and East Albany
(Rensselaer) and Gould, who was master mechanie, had
the distinction of running the first train betwsen
the two cities, By 1852 he was Superintendent of
the line, which today i1s the New York Central,

One day I ran across an old map of Jersey City
which showed the location of the original buildings
of the New York Locomotive Works., It occupled prac-
tically the whole block surrounded by Warren,Morgan,
Steuben and Washington Streets, Just two blocks a-
way was the site of the New Jersey R.R, Station (now
Pennsylvania) and the Paterson & Hudson River R.R.
And just one block away, on the other side of Wash-
ington Strest, was the old & James Car Works,
I feared nothing would be left and I was right, be-
cause this area comprises one of the most busy sec=
tions of Jersey Clty and has undergone countless
changes, There 1s still the ferry slip at the foot
of Montgomery Street but the old landmarks are no
longer existent, In their place are apartment build-
ings, stores and industrial hodge-podge. My only
satlsfaction was trying to visualize what the place
looked like, the enormous buildings and high chim-
niles, and what happened here, 105 years ago.

My next venture was more successful when I made
a *trek to Paterson, the City of Locomotive Buildera.

(On the way I stumbled across tne old Hoboken car
barn on the outskirts of Secaucus, now given over
to a bus terminal), Down in the lowsr, quieter, part
of Paterson, near the banks of the Passaic River,
are stlll the red-brick buildings of the Rogers Lo-
comotive Works, in a well preserved state, Thomas
Regers left an imprint on rallroading that will
never be obliterated, And one can't but help get =&
thrill out of wandering among the machine shop,
boiler shop, foundry, and others, and realize that
within these musty, old bulldings were fabricated
the most beautiful machines of all tims,

Most of the structures are occupled, today, by
knitting firms, hosiery mills, shipping and truck-
ing firms, One of the largest shops still proudly
displays (see photo) an aged and weathered stons up-
on which is carved: REBUILT 1871 - ROGERS LOCOMOTIE
& M, WORKS,

HEARHT R

i} | Gi88 mamalie}

Another 1tem of interest came to light just be-
fore World War II, I had heard there was a Forney
engine, the type which used to pull the elevated
trains in New York City in the days before MU elec-
trification, still hidden away in one of the stor-
age yards, Further investigation carried me up to
the Bronx and, after considerable search, found it
in a far corner of the yard underneath a canvas tar-
paulin, By lifting it here and there I was sble to
see most of the undercarriage and cab, It was in a r
sad state, rusty and worn, And not long after that,
it disappeared, the last Forney where there were
literally hundreds, I guess it was melted down for
armament, But it seems a shame this one engine could
not have been preserved for posterity, I recently
ran across the photo shown here and for all I kmow,
it might be the same engine,

Continued on page 1l
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World famous speed rscord maker #999, To be seen at
Selkirk Yards during Albany fan trip. Photo by D.F,

ALBANY MEET,,,CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

There will be 2l eategories to be ed as
follews: o
I. TT, HO, 00.......II. S, O,

B ox )
B- modified kit (predominently commercial
@R DETAILED parts)
C~ scratch built (major items made by
modeler )
1- motive power
2=-individual units (box cars, etec,)
3-multiple units (two or more cars as
one entry-circus or
M/W trains,)
l=scene and/or structure,

Example of catagories: IAL (HO, p?m kit, motive
power
IIC3 ( O gage, scratch built,
circus train (3 flats
with loads)

All entering are encouraged te submit a 3" x 5"
file card with each model, This card should contain
pertinent information on the model as to material
used, scrateh built parts and time spent on model,
Though not required, this card would be of great
help to the judges in determining the relative mer-
its of the model,

First prize winning models from o¥ier regional
or national contests are ineligible, Contestants
mey enter any number of models,

Judges have the right to withhold awards if no
suitable model is available. They also may combine
catagorles that do not have enough entries,

Motive power entries do not have to operate
since they might be dlsplay items.

The model contest is being judged Saturday after-
noon with the awards being announced at the banguet
so that the models may be on display that evening and
Sunday morning with the owners name attached,

There will be & social hour from 6 to 7 teo al=
low those attending to get together with their fri-
ends for chats,

Supreme of Fresh Frults

Garden Vegatable Soup

Roast Stuffed Turkey, Cranberry Sauce,
Potate and Vegatable

Salad with French Dressing

Apple Pie with Sherp Cheese

Coffee

The after=-dimmer speaker will be Allan Shepherd
of the Boston & Maine Rallroad who's topic will be
"Development of the Steam Locomotive",

7 The dinner, to be held at 7P.M., will consist of:

There will be four activities to choocs from after
the dinner, sll starting at 9:30.

First, there will be five clinics on various
phases of oup hobby, Jim Shaughnessy will conduct
one on "How to Photograeph Trains", Jim is a well-

Cercito ~ J75az.cé§?£fz~'

Imown professienal rallroad photegrapher, having
pietures appearing very frequently in Trains, etec,
He willl have a display of his pictures, taken all
over the country, This clinic may well be the "dark-
horse™ hi-lite eof the meet.

A "Tractien Clinic Discussion" will be held by
Dave Waddington, an O gage trolley modeler, who has
been the auther of several Model Railroader articles,
This month's issue has sems plans of his on prote-
type traction, This clinie will include tricks of
modeling using displays and discussion,

Glen Wagner will hold forth on "Easily Made
Scenery", Being a "craft author" with articles in
Boy's Life, etc,, Glen 1s a professional in the

of model scenery, having developed a means
of reproducing model struectures photographically.
An 0 gager, he wlll illustrate his c¢linic with a
step-by-ztep colored slide sequence.

0 gager George Hockaday, who showed his worth
at the Springriald'moot, will hold & clinic on "Spray
) &
Painting of Models", P4 fZEcwz:

The fifth elinic will be held by the Convention
Chalrman, Dave Finnegan, who has to be humored as he
is the boss, The clinic will be illustrated with
models and & portable workshop, suitable for almost
any size apartmsnt will be on display., The workshop
is 12" x 35" and is equipped to do almost anything
that & modeler might desire.

There, indeed, is a diversified line-up of clin-
lcs that should keep every one happy,

There will also be an auctlion of model railroad
equipment, Bring what you have to ssll, There might
be a buyer for that cer or turnout you are thinking
if tossing out, Win Curtis will be auctionser, with
10% of the purchase price going to the District,

For those not interested in the clinics or auc-
tion, there will be movies and slides and & place
set aside for "bull-sessions".

All-in-all, an evening that should and will
keep everyone busy,

Breakfast Sundey morning will be at 8A,M, and
the follewing will be served:
Chilled orange julce
Serambled eggs and bacon
French fried potatoes
Danish pastry and jam
Assorted rolls, butter, orange marmslade
Coffee and eream

This will be followed by the Anmual Meeting at
whileh the election of efficers for the comming year
will be held, as well as standing committee reports
and other business of the Reglon transacted,

After the business meseting, there will be visits
to home pikes in the areas as well as a visit to the
D. & H, R.R, ATC Center. Lunch (on your own)at 12,
Then, for those who have the time, & visit to the
Tri-Village club in Delmar,

There is a convention that should satiafy the
most discriminating persons, enough diversified ac-
tivities to keep all attending happy and busy.

It should be noted that with the rising cost ef
living (wages), food, ete,, makes the cost of the
meald In &« large c¢ity somswhe! Iighesr than uauel,
Considering the package price for registration, trip,
dimnner and breskfast, $6,50 is still within reason
and with the full program the price is a fair one,
Theugh the breakdown i1z different, the totel package

price 1s comparable to other conventions,

Besldes all listed, there will be give-aways,
photes, gifts and literature, A list will be given
to all registering showing locations in the area for
taking railroad photos.

This shapes up as one of the best conventions in
NER history. Plan now to attend. That's the 12-13 ef
Octeber in Albany, New York, Convention Headquarters
will be the Sheraten-Ten Eyck Hotel on State-3treet,
Coms early -- stay late,



FINANCIAL REPORT
Cash Balance November 1, 1956: $h10.62

Cash Received;

1 renewal $ 1.00
361 renewals (57) 361,00
21l new members 214,00
7 lapel pins 10.50
37 convention badges 9,25
Concord convention 9l 25
Springfield convention _ 60.00 0.00
0.
Paid Qut:
Coupler Issue #40 $ 8L.50
#1 92,50
2 125,00
#3 110,00
Mailing: Postage 53.09
Supplies 49.89
Promotion: Ivon Preble 22.03
Irwin Lloyd 59.95
Mise: Coupler Editor 32,00
Secretary 13.16
Directors 17.50
Printing .05
Bank charges Py X
b # Albany advance  150.00 810,38
Cash Balance September 10, 1957: 20.
# Loan to convention committee
Advance Dues $157.00
Special Account 3.00

Assets: 28l conventien

badges 71.00
Unloading box car of grain at the grain elevater 45 lapel pins 67.50
at the Port of Albany. To be seen on fan trip at
Albany convention, Finnegan photo
Note: Both the maliling office and ;ecratary have
DISTAFF,...Continued from page 8 stamps on hand. The Region has a good
1 f stationer and mailing envelopes,
I sincerely believe that if a husband conaiders FUPRLY 04 B T g P
his wife's attitude toward railroading, he can at- Respectfully signed,
least make her cheerfully telerant, if net down ROGER MARBLE
right interested. Secretary-Treasurer

To those wives who are not fond of model raill-
roading as a hobby, may I say that we all have our
times when we may feel cool toward it for one reasen

or another, but it might help to remember: TJ....Continued from page 9
1 1l Well, before you shove off, let me warm up that
Fordigssuw;:grof wifey's interest, hubby's hetby coffee of yours as I have a suggestion to make, I
& mntiomgn some time ago that the toughest pmtglll
hubby'a happineas to lick HO is keeping the track clean, Wi 0
7o TE MR ST UMERItALAING, ys happ gauge it isn't the bane of existence as it is with
’ HO because of heavier equipment and the almost uni-
versal use of steel rail, which tends to improve
For B&gge:ant of husband's happiness wifey did (by shine) with operation.
»
If you'll recall, I mentioned a few tests we
‘mdigr ’:?';e;’nt of give and take,the marriage had made and our findings to date, Meanwhile we are
* ltili ;t it, and u-: ezparinsntingsigh& now with a
trick formula that is supposed to "work", This re-
S0 you see, 1t's the little things that count,
I do hope that you will give model railroading a mains to be seen. As we see it any method, whether

it be liquid, mechanical or what have you, has to

(1) get the track el:m, and (2) k-:p it from oxi-t

dizing. Apparently it isn't the dirt, ms much as i
ASN OGRES is oxidization, that ultimately breaks down train
opomet me suggest we esteblish a sympo-
sium wherein any ideas worth merit will be publish-
ed. If yeu have a method which you think really
does the job be sure to drop a line to your Editer.
Then in the next issue he will print all such re-
plies., Also, we'!ll be able to give you performance
results on our new-found "formula",

Remember, {w.r ides may be the leng sought sec-
ret and you will have thousands of model railroad-
era singing praises to your discovery -- if it
works, Of course, we're talking about brass rail,
Sure, nickel-silver doesn't oxidize as readily as
brass, But whaddya think all those guys who already
have brass rail down are going to do? Rip it up?
Hot a chance, Brass rail Is going to be with us for
a long time te come,

second loek,

Outside-frame 2-8-2 slim gage loco
of Don Robinson, Springfield, Mass, GEORGE ALLEN



CLUB NOTES

The first meeting of the Franklin County (Mass, )
Model Rallroad Club was held September 20th at the
homs of Charles Ogren., Six members were in attend-
ance and the whole meeting was devoted to the writ-
ing of by-laws, Charles Ogren was named Temporary
Chairmen, as the election of officers was defered
until the club's membership is larger,

Arthur N, Patten, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Berkshire Model Railroad Club attended and spoke on
some of the problems that faced the Berkshire Club
on their formation and also some 0f.the problems
that have arlsen since their start, As the repre-
sentative of the Berskshire Club, he presented the
new group with an electrified ceboose marker lamp
to be used by the club to indicate the house of
the next meeting, The host member for the next meet-
ing takes the lamp with him and on meeting night,
hangs it in a prominent place in front of his house
8o that mempfers may find the house with eass, Ac-
tually the lamp wgs loaned to the Franklin County
club as the Berkshire club uses a locomotlve clas-
siflcation lamp owned by Charles Ogren, for the
same purpose,

In setting up the dues for the new club, meme
bership in NMRA end NER 1is included., By Jamuary 1,
1958, the club will be 100% NMRA and NER,

ALONG THE DIVISIONS

The Nutmeg Division , NER, held & mseting at the
plant of the American Brass Company in Torrington,
Conn on Friday evening,. September 20th.

The meeting was open to Division members only
and gave the p &h opportunity to see the night
shift at work in most departments, Special atten-
tion was given to the Rod Shop where "T" rail for
dodel rallroad track is drawn. Competant guides
were on hand to explain the various operaticns,

-

HUB DISTRICT....Continued from page 1

For further information on joining the Hub Dist-
rict, contact any of the following:

David C, MacDonald
19 Fairmount Ave.
E, Weymouth 89, Mass,

Frederick F, Kearns, Jr,
101 Magazine St,
Cambridge 39, Maas,

L B, Hurter
36 Marshall St,
Somerville U5, Mass,

View from the top of the hump at Selkirk Yards

showing retarders, tower and part of yards, See

all of Selkirk during fan trip at Fall 157 Meet.
Flnnegan photo

Will jobs in rallroading always be attractive
to the young? Paul Hume, famed musie eritlec for The
Washington Post, thinks so, Recently a music loving
lady came to call on the Humes, and Pop introduced
her to his eldest, Paul, Junior, age three,

"What are you going to be when you grow up?"
the wvisitor asked, i ¥ ¢

"A conductor," little Paul replied, Big Paul,
who eats, sleeps and writes about music, beamed.,

"Oh my," exclaimed the visitor, "Are you going
to replace Howard Mjtchell as conductor of the
Natlonal Symphony drechestra?" .-

&
"No," explained Paul, Jr., patiently, "I'm go-
ing to be the conductor on the 'Capitol Limited?.,"
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