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THE DISPATCHER'S TOWER

Each time a convention week end
draws near I find my thoughts turn-
ing to the past few months, review-
ing that which has been accomplish-
ed for the benefit of the members
of NER, lost outstanding this sea-
son appears to be the Divisions,
our most direct contszct with those
who do not, or are unable to, at-
tend the conventions,

Having been & charter member of
the Metropolitan District of New York (the rirst
Division) I long ago saw the value of these groups
and the problem of encouraging their formstion in-
terested me, Early in 1956, 1 made & concentreted
study of the situation which resulted in letters to
some fourteen NER members scattered geographically
through out the Region, The results were more than
discouraging, only two replies being made; one def-
inately negative and the other very doubtful, How-
ever the ldea did take hold after a while, Without
any suggestion of the activity, a letter in my msail
ennounced &n organizational meeting in HLartford,
Connecticut, with an invitation to attend, This
proved later to be the start, A group in central
Connecticut had gathered together, scld their idea
to those present, and formed the "hutmeg Division
of the NER". Today that state has a well formed and
active organlzation, Thanks to Art wadhams and Art
wilecox and their group, the membership is growing
rapidly., They are extremely active and their pro-
grams are excellent, An example of the careful and
comprehensive planning is the meeting to be held on
Sunday afternoon, May 19th, at the Warehouse Foint
Trolley Museum following the Springfield convention
activities, Not only is this an excellent manner to
boost attendance, but of defirate assistance to NER
by materially helping to make a comprehensive con-
vention program even more interesting and extensive,

The intense activity of the "Nutmeg Livision"
mist present some kind of a challange, It would be
interesting to know what impact their success has
had on other groups, both already organized and
Just forming, What 1s the thinking of the newly form-
ed "Hub Division" in the Boston, kassachusetts ares,
which, I believe, is under the leadership of David
MacDonald? Being very new, I have had no details as
yet about them, though the locale and known MER mem-
bers therein should produce much activity. Then there
is Roger Ramsdell and the Metropolitan District,

Are they planning to produce more improvements upon
their past excellent gatherings? As to the divisions
in plenning and/or in the process of organization,
the programs of the "Nutmeg Division" should be =
good incentive, It shows the possibilities of local
interest and the need for more closer personal conh=
tact, Apparently this 1s being recognized as there
are two sections now gonsidering formation of =still
additlonal divisions, Cne is in the Albany, New York,
eree and the other is on Long Island, in the same
state,

Continued on page 11
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SPRINGFIELD TO EMPHASIZE MODEL RAILROADING
Fall Meet Set For Albany

The emphasis will be placed on '"model" railroad-
ing during the Spring '57 Convention, reports Don
Robinson, Committee Chairman, In an effort to over-
come some of the objections voiced after past con-
ventions, several innovations are to be introduced,
Among them, there will be no speaker at the banquet.
thlis willl permit more time for the model aspects of
the evening program, Also, the Model Contest will be
broader in scope,

The program starts with the registration at the
Hotel Shelton, 70 Chestnut Street, Springfield,
starting at 9:00 A.,M. on Saturday, May 18th, and
will continue until 1:00F.M.

At 1:00P.l, busses will leave from the Hotel
Shelton for the visit to the Ploneer Valley Live
Steam Club located at Southwick, Hass, This club
is different from the clubs usually visited, as
live steamers are far and few between these days,

The banquet is scheduled for 6:30P.M, and will
be held in the rfegency Ballroom of the Hotel Shelton,
As wes previously stated, there will be no speaker.

Following the banquet, there will be encugh ac-
tivities to satisfy all members attending., One of
the highlights of the evening will be the model con-
test, This will be a bit different from past years.
The contest will be staged under the N,M,R.A, Hules,
Meodels entered will be placed in one of the follow-
ing six catagories:

1, Serateh Built, TT -« HO - 00

2. Scrateh Built, 5 - 0

3. Kit Built, TT - HO - 00

4., Kit Built, S - 0

5. Scenies, TT - HO - 00 (2x3 ft, max,)

6, Scenies, 5 =0 (4x5 ft, max,)

It is requested by the Committee that those wishing
to enter the contest DO NOT send them the models to
be entered, All models must be entered by thelr
owners at the Convention, It is also requested that
those who have slready had a model win a First Prize
at a previous NER convention do not submit the same
model this time, This will not only make room for
more entrles, but encourage the new-comers to the
hobby to enter their models,

Alsc on the agenda for the evening will be the
draw-bar contest for those interested in seeing how
powerful their engines are, Facilitles will be av-
ailable, too, for the showing of slides and movies
for those not entering the contests, As there will
be no auction at-this meeting, those with equipment
to sell (non-commercial, naturslly) should be tag-

Continued on page 8
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THE HOSTLER SEZ:

If this issue looks a little off-center....it
is, Hecelved a letter from Alain Guilloton, of
Westbury, New York, suggesting that the COUFLER be
punched for a three ring binder like the Bulletin
is, As his letter came rather late for this iasue,
we ere doing the next best thing. The "inside" mar-
gins have been moved in to allow those who do keep
their coples of the COUPLER in binders to punch the
holes required without obliterating any of the print
and also to make bound issues easlier to read by not
having half the page hidden because of the binder,
In the mean time we will look into the cost of hav-
ing the editions punched by the printer, Many thanks
for the suggestion, Alain, Constructive ldeas are
always welcome, If any other members have ideas that
will improve our publication (besldes getting rid of
the HFditor) send them along. We want this to be the

best publication in the NMRA and only you, the mem~
bers, are the ones who can make 1t that,

We are still looking for articles of interest

to members of the Region, You don't have to be an
author, just jot down the facts in thelr proper or-
der and send your story along to me, If you have &
special "gimmick" on your layout, the other members
would like to hear of it, If you can make line draw-
ings, using India ink, we!ll use those too, along
wlth your story.

We had in mind a new column for the COUPLER. We
thought of calling it "Sandhouse Chatter", Which
will give mention of people, places and the lesser
goinﬁs on in the Region, It would be something like
the "Social Notes" in regular papers, geared more
to the individual members as opposed to Club Notes
for the larger groups. 1'd like to have opinions on
this from you members as you are the ones who will
have to keep the column going by feeding the infor-
mation to me, "Sandhouse Chatter" could be used by
the members to express their thoughts and ideas on
issues and matters of the Region, the Natlonal or
just model railroading.in general, This proposed
column is NOT intended to be a erying post, but rath-
er an outlet for constructive ideas and information,
Let's hear from you on this,

Looks as though Spring is finally here, Time
to start thinking about vacations and, naturally,
trips in quest of steam power, With steam locos
rapidly disappearing it might be an idea to locate
existing steam engines in operation and plan a trip
around them, Your Editor and his wife are contemplat-
ing a trip (anyone want to take care of three rowdies?)
through Pennsylvania and Maryland, an area to which
neither of us have been before, So, with cameras
in hands, we'll see & part of the country new to us
and with some luck, perhaps some steam locos in ac=-
tion. Not making the trip entirely for rallroading,
but rather making the trip with railroading as a
sidelight, Single day trips are also being planned
to mix a little railroading in with family outings,
Check the maps and cameras and have & good summer,

The Springfield Meet sounds like a good one, I
was talking to Don Robinson, the Chairman of that
Committee, and it will be & meeting of gnd for
model rallroaders, The model contest classifications
were changed to encourage the newer members to the
hobby who do not have enough experience, and those
who do not have the facilities, for scratch build-
ing to compete among themselves without heving to
worry about the prizes going to the scratch bullders,
So pack up and bring along your favorite model, even
if it 1s kit built, you will be competing with mod-
els in your own class, Who lnows? yours might win
the first prize, Il you have any railroad slides or
movies, either prototype or model, bring them along
too, Projectors will be available, Most important,
though, ,.come yourself, lMeet the people you have
heard about and make new friends. That is the big
reason for these conventions, glving model rails a
chance to make new friends in the hobby, so we!ll
be looking for you in Springfield,

Continued on page 9
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A view of the well scenieced L & N Short Line
Railroad of Laurence R, Nielson, 64 Elliott Place,
Freeport, L,I.,N,Y. That pool looks inviting. Not=-
ice the swimmers at the lower left,



Many of us have read and heard of the portable
layout built and operated by the Prototype Upera-
tions committee and displayed at the National Meet
held in 5t, Paul last year, Above is the layout as
shown in 5t, Paul and basically what will be wused
for the clinic at Springfield, The Committee says
basically because it is not known at this time how
much space will be available for the layout and
those attending the clinic, The scale of the draw-
ing 1s 3" = 11,

The two sidings at the top of the print are
used to store a passenger and a freight train, The
station siding at the bottom was used to drop
pick up a pullman, or diner, or railway express car
or two, Mythically, there are four stations - one
at the top, one on each side of the loop, plus a
fifth one at the end of the branch line at the low=-
er left., It was also arranged to drop an occasional
railway express or pullman at the end of thet track
to lay over until the next train came along and
picked 1%t up.

All the trains ran counter-clockwise on the
loop, and about every other passenger train had to
back down the branch line and come out again to
complete the loop run as part of its schedule. The
freights, of course, are all backed down into the

L3y — . S
L SOSEE —
B0 ST aaaB SN A =

Getting ready to make its dally run is
this "Belle of the Eighties" running on
the Hither and Yon Rallroad of J. D.
Pressler, Rosewood Drive, Fort Wayne, Ind,

=HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP YET?=-

branch line, and there is some switching from the
front end of the engine, although most of the
switching is done Trom tne rear, To extend running
time and work from a timetable on the loop, trains
leaving the terminal would not reach the first sta-
tlon until completing two Lloops and then making wwo
or three more loops before reaching the next station,
and so on. This helps to balance the fast running
main line with the slow moving switching on the
branch line terminal,

In lieu of actual buildings at the various sta-
tions and sidings, signs were used to show the
names of the towns or industries involved, Arbit-
rary waybills were made up for the freight cars so
that each engine had to drop and pick up stated cars
down in the industrial section,

The layout uses "S" gage trackage and cars not
only for the realism of two rails, but also so that
the layout and its operation could be obssrved by
more people, figuring that HO was too small to be
seen from any distance and 0 gage a bit too large,
not being sure of space available at the shows,

The highlight of the Sunday morning session at
Springfield will be the clinic on prototype opera-
tions in which this layout will play a ma jor roll,

“Who opened the cattle-car door®™ wr vewperen
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FLAGSTOF ON THE TUXSDO JUNCTLION

There are a number of other phases of model rail-
roading which you can gally tresspass into besldes
laying track, erecting scenery, bullding rolling
stoek or operating trains, One of the most interest-
ing of these comes under the "special effects" cat-
egory; & very lertile field wnich you might want to
explore for your own amusement and the amusement of
others., I'm not referring to cute little chuffing
locos that whistle -- welll leave these for Lionel
-- but the unexpected touches of inventiveness that
bring our layouts more closer to reallsm,

One of the most vivid impressions I carried away
with me after seelng the U gauge exhibit at the
World's Fair on the rlushing (L,Y.) neadows back in
1940 was the gradual transition from day into nlgzit
as the lights in the lactories and houses twinkled
on, one by one, and the night sxpress thundered by,
brilliantly 1it from mail car to observatlon lounge.
Then, after a lapse of time (all lights were grad-
ually extinguished as the night wore on) there was
another transition into dawn and, finally, daylight,
Not so long ago I decided to do a little work in this
dirsction but quickly ran into & snag, The TJ is il-
luminated with overhead flourescents and these, I
learned, cannot be dimmed down with a regular heavy
duty rheostat as used with tungsten bulbs, There's
a device on the market that will do it, but it's
prohibitively expensive. 50 T Installed a switch at
the main operating tower which lets me cut the room
lights, I didn't get the gradual transition into
"night", but I made up for it another way. When the
lights went off it was too dark, You couldn!'t see
anything, just pin points of light here and there,
what I needed, I reasoned, was moonlight, Taking a
cue from stage lighting 1 bought some sheets of
blue spot light gelatin and to find the intensity
of light needed, wrapped one of the L 8" flourescent
tubes with one thickness of gelatin, The result was
far too bright. Looked like a storm coming up in
the deytime, Finally I hit upon the correct balance,
two thicknesses of gelatln wrapped around a 25" tube,
By installing five single 25" tube fixtures through=-

out the room, the moonlight now softly illuminates
the layout while the building, signal and train lights
glow brightly in the gloom,

Train lighting 1s effective, too. A standard
rule on the TJ is that every locomotive carries a
working headlight (and an engineer in the cab) plus
passenger cars equipped with interior illumination,
In the beginning I was ell hipped on high-frequency
lighting because the lights stay 11t when cars are
standing still, It works peautifully as a rule but
when you get into multiple-switch terminals you're
in trouble, ivery switch has to be by-passed with a
special condenser and that calls for considerable
work and wiring, For this reason 1 decided to have
thre passenger cars work off two types of current --
high-frequency and btrack power, Bach car carries
four small bulbs, Two of them work directly from 12
volt track power and the other two (with condenser
connected into the circuit) work from high-frequen-
cy. Thus, when the cars are standing at the station
the lights remain 1it on high-frequency. But as soon
as the train gets under way the h-f is shut off via
a switch at the panelboard as the track power lights
go on -- and remain 1it throughout the run of the
train,

another delightful effeet that adds tremend-
ously to realism is sparking catenary. Up to now
catenary has been something you rarely see, evan on
club layouts, Bub there seems to be a developing in-
terest in this direction -- with many "o" gauge lay-
outs leading the way and the pantograph equipped
Perm-Line and Schrader GG-1 locos coming onbo the
market. bBuilding catenary in HO from scratch is &
challenge for anybody and most certainly time con-
sumine, One way oub is to buy it ready made and re=-
work it for scale appearance, The {inest catenary
of all is RUCO of Germany., 1 saw sone recently
brought back by an army men and it 1s terrific, The
masts are metal and completely equipped; tiny insul-
stors, tension wheels, pulloff's and all, While they
are suropean in influence, they are close enough to
curs to get by. The catenary itself is just asz close-

Continued on next page

R i

y g e
1 ™o
I"‘ -~
\
TOWER ;| \
LY
A,
A
[ S \
e T TRg VOLLMER WIRE SOLDERED WEsTen
: ’ll ”*\\L “-4‘\ S\ o TOWER SPANNING WIRE TO RAIL LISHRS
Kale e ine i
~ ~. —= T ST VL L L L LR
FEEDERS : J/’% 3
8 | CAT Wwhisker— BT WIRE SOLDERED
, (PioS. BRONLE) Ta MAN
T ARGING POINT e '\x“ f\}
CATENARY \\\ [ : hY]
(nsuLaTES) PANTOGRAPH ~~ S ' _I__L
g 7 [YR'A
-~ [ Vi, —
] S = P
f'JTOG(:LF ™Y colL ——
I,
7
RECTIFER Koo
| oL M,,f*’ | A.C. N T
[ TRAN. LA .
| (el PusHBUTTOMN
ARCING CATENARY SPARKING WELDER.




Cont, from page U

ly detalled. But RUCO is practically unobtainable,

A friend of mine in England couldn't even latch on
to it, While not as superior, Vollmer ranks second.
And when fully installed not only looks good but
works, It has ?et to snag a pantograph on the TJ.
The "reworking" I mentioned earlier is to build up
your own catenary over switches, crossovers and
double-slips, The sectlons you buy are much too
short, Also, Vollmer features curved catenary which
just ain't prototype. You bend the stralght sections
in two or three places as it follows the curved
track, and use pulloffs with insulators, that run
back to straight poles (tube or rod), The catenary
wire, which is plated steel, should be painted a
dark grey or green, When completed, the TJ was work-
ing catenary, It actually carried power, But,..few
believed it =- they had to push the pantograph down
when an engine was running to convince themselves,
This was a nice kettle of fish, If, then, we had some
sparks {lying around overhead as the loco went across
the switches it would look like the resl thing, 5o,
in order to get sparks 1 had to go back to two rall
operation, Now, everybody is willing to make book
that the catenary really mworks,

It's lmpossible to get sparks wlth ordinary track
power, At least not the big, fat, blue kind that go
"phf ffft" when the pantograph closes the curcuit,
The answer is to use a coil with a thick core and
heavy windings, the type used for the old "make and
break" ignition on boats and stationary engines.
These aren't too hard to come by if you haunt the
boat yards, They usually have 2 or 3 around loose
somewhere in the workshop and are only too glad to
get rid of them, For the sake of clarity I have
shown a hook-up sketeh, lNote that the catwhiskers
must be insulated from the catenary, This is pos-
sible with Vollmer because they use real ceramic
insulators, Experimentation proved that the best
spark was gained when 16 volt D.C, was delivered
from the rectifier into the coll, Anything higher
tends to burn the catenary. Lower voltages give a
weak spark, WARNING: don't touch the catenary while
the coil 1s working otherwise you!ll be shocked at
its surprising power,

You never know what you'll run across in second
hand or surplus shops, such as those found on Cansl
Street in New York. OUn one of my noontime excursions
I found a brass disc, sbout 4" in diameter, that hed
a series of notches on 1tz perimeter, Closer inspec-
tion revealed that it came from a practice telegraph
mechanism that automatically sent Morse., It was used
by students learning the code, In-as-much as we al=-
ready hed a telegraph sounder (which Art Hendry don-
ated) this proved to be the missing link, 1 fastened
it to a shaft, driven by a low reduction worm and
gear mounted to an old Pittman DC-60, and arranged
a simple make-and-break contact relay blade assembly
which followed the notches on the wheel, A flip of
a toggle now gives us a continuous chatter of licrse
and serves as an authentic background in the dis-
patcher's tower. This is used only on occasion and
comes under the "sound effects" department., It would
be an easy matter to make a wheel by filing & series
of dots and dashes (short and long grooves) along
the edge, These could be letters or actual words,
Only a Morse man would know the difference,

Black light also offers unususal possibilitles,
The scurces for this are either a special screw base
type bulb or a flourescent type. You can use the
former for over head illumination and the latter for
confined quarters, For example, I installed a small
5" flourescent type black light inside the freight
terminal office building, The windows were blacked
out and a skylight was built on the roof so that one
side faced a Heinz 57 roof sign (torn from an ad),
The far side of the skylight was also blacked out
so that the light would only shine on the sign, Let-
ters were painted over with red, orange, white and
blue flourescent show card paints which can be beought
at any art store, Now, when moonlight shines down on
the TJ the sign glows with realistic brilliance and
only a few have been able to discover the source
of the light,

Don't overlook the usefulness of a "vibrator
type" ignition coil, either. We had been going full

blast in the barn one Saturday last winter and the
snow was coming down in carlosds, I checked the ther-
mostat, kicked it up a few notches, and all hands
agreed i1t was time for a coffee break. Ernie propped
his feet on a barrel, put a match to an El Fumo and
blew a black cloud of acrid smoke our way. FPhil
coughed and turned on the electric fan,

"Had a swell idea last week.",BErnie announced,
"But it backfired.,"

"How come?", I‘asked, plugging in the hotplate
and and putting a pot of coffee on to boll,

"Remember that old Model "T" Ford coll that's
been kicking around my basement? Well, I finally
made use of it, Bought a miniature Weston fireman
and made a shield to fit over his face, Then I s0l=
dered a small piece of wire in his hand and fastened
him down, bending over a piece of rail, Finally wired
everything to the coil and when I slipped a shot of
julce to the little guy -- you should'a seen the
sparks fly}"

"Say, that's real neat," Phil cuts in, "I'1ll bet
it looked like a real arc."

"Did at that." Ernie admitted. "To make things
more realistic I installed a flasher wheel to an
old gearbox so's to get intermittent flashes, All
I do now is throw a switch and let it roll,"

"No kiddin'," I grins, "But aren't Model "T"
colls as scarce as prototype steam locos?"

"Naw, Most any auto junkie has 'em for about a
quarter a piece,”

I handed him his java, "But, like you said, it
backfired...."

Ernie gave & hard pull on his Kkl Fumo and Fhil
moved the fan closer, "I put the neighbor's TV set
on the fritz, Forgot to cut the switeh one night
and the next day they got nothin' but bloops and
blurps on their screen, They called in a repair man,
He fixed it all right, Fixed me, too,"

"Fixed you?"

"Twelve bucks worth,",he sadly replied. "Traced
the trouble to my layout,”

(MORAL: Don't use an "automatic" on yours, Your
friends will 1ike you better 1f you settle for a
pushbutton, )

GEORGE ALLEN

Boston and limine 2-8-4 No,L02l taking on
water at Rockingham Junction, New Hamp-
shire in April, 1946, bullt by Lims,
these were the work horses of the B.&M,
Notice the Coffin heater on the front,



An engineer high-balling along and seeing this scene might question the coffee
he was served by the Hack at the last stop, No question here, however, The side
wheeler Ticondaroge was in the process of being moved from Lake Champlain to
the Shelburne Maseum in Shelburne, Vermont, On the day of the crossing, the
Rutland Railroad local was to have run on an earlier schedule, Someshow it didn't,
The ship movers thought the train had already gone through, so set about builld-
ing the eribbing and laying the rails, When the train did come it was too late,
the "Ti" was in the way and could not be moved back, The photo below shows how
the "Ti" was moved, The crews would lay the ties and rail, winch the ship as
far as they could then chock the wheels, Then they took up the ties and rail
from behind the ship and moved them to the front and so on until the "Ti" was

in her berth at the Museum, Also at the Shelburne Museum 1ls Central Vermont!s
last ten-wheeler No,220,



Emblems are a part of our civilization, People
with whom we come in contact daily wear them every-
where, Some wear a Cross, some the Star of David onm
neck or key chain, I see many a Legion button, Dis-
charge button, Masonle, Elk or Shrine bution or ring
every day., I can't, end I have trled to, imagine

anyone questioning the wearer. LEveryone knows what
those emblems are, and why the wearers wear them,

But just you try wearing something new, As a
saleswoman in a branch of a department store, 1
had thought people singularly unobservant until I
began to wear an N,E,.R. button, Ferfect strangers
spot it as not quite correct as an lHonorable Dis-
charge button, though 1 am about the right age to
wear one, and ask what it is, Wwhen I tell them,
there are two possible reactions: one is the hot
brick reaction, the other is the, "Well, what have
we here?" response,

I have a couple of charm bracelet pieces which
I wear on a chain around my neck, FPeople at our con-
ventions, being "reilroad minded"; notice them im-
mediately, though the largest 1s just an inch long.
That is normal and I wear those charms as much for
the amusement of my friends as myself,

The Natlonal patch, on an otherwise undistine
gulshed navy-blue blazer, led to an amusing adven-
ture with a worthwhile return,

One day I was showing merchandise to a very nice
lady customer when a man came charging toward me
from halfway across the store, and demanded, "Of
what are you a member?"

I told him N.M.R.A. and went back to my custom-
er., The man broke in with some more questions, up-
setting me a bit, After all, I was supposed to sell
silver to customers, not amuse casual by-passers.

My customer noticed I was having difficulty and told
me to go shead and help the man satisfy his curiosity,
He was her husband.

I then told the inquiring msn that both my hus-
band and I were railroad fans, both model and proto-
type, That we read railroad history fan magazines
and any of the magazines of the rallroads that came
oUr Way,.

Thenn I found out that my new found friend was a
member of the Auditing Department of the New York
Central, He wanted to know if we had read a book
called The Beginning of the New York Central. I told
him we had read Road of the Century, but that wasn't
what he meant, The book to which he referred was &
financial history, not popular, of the beginnlng of
the Central,

My name and address were demanded, that we might
be sent a copy of the book, and I was allowed to go
back to my customer, She put 1ln an order for some-
thing not in our branch, and we delivered it quite
promptly, At the end of the week the order came 1in
and we notifled the customer of the fact, The next
day, my day off, they came in for it, leaving me the
book with an engraved presentation card from the New
York Central, and my new friends card stapled to the
fly leaf.

Another day, I was weiting on a party of ladies.
Cne of them wes partieularly interested in the loco=
motive I was wearing, When 1 learned that she and
her husband were in the charm design business, 1
told her of our vain attempta to %et tenders,coaches
and cabeese charms to go with my locomotive she
was interested, and alsc interested when I said
that there was probably a falr market for good charms
in the less expensive sllver, (Gold charms are
slightly exorbltant in price.)

Another time, I was waiting on a lady who was
accompanied by her teenage son, The son spotted the

N.M.R.A. patch on my blazer and recognizing it, was
thrilled to see & real live member, I gave him a
membership applicetion in whieh he and his mother
were very interested, The mother wasn't much int-
erested for herself, but would do what she could to
help the boy with his hobby.

On vacatlon on Cape Cod someone in a store asked
me what my patch was, When 1 told him, he was eager
to know if we had seen the lamous Edaville railroad
and was very pleased when we said we had.

One of the most amusing reactions to us was one
I remember from the Syracuse Conventlon, There seems
to be a custom there for locel people to drop into
the Syracuse lHotel for breakl'ast Sunday morning.
These regulars saw a convention in progress and asked
a waiter what group was convening, when told isodel
Railroad, the 'regular! exclaimed, "What other stupid
thing can they think up to have conventions overl"

My experience 1s thet this reaction is unusual,
Most people seem to feel, "well, well, isn't that
interesting!" :

MARGARET SEE

Edaville Railroad baggage car #l01 at
‘South Cearver, Massachusetts,

% FROM THE EDAVILLE RAILROAD ENGINEHOUSE

January 6th saw the close of the Edaville's
first full season of operation under the ownership
of F. Nelson Blount and his sssocciates, Although
the season proved & success in many ways, thers was
some disappointment felt over the lack of patronsge
by the general public, particularly during the
Christmas season, In years past, the road has depend-
ed upon the tremendous holidey traffic volume to
balance what is usually a summertime operating loss,
This year, due almost entirely to & combination of
icy roads and pitter cold, passenger business was
below the expected level, and this loss of poten=-
tial revenue, coupled with an unmusually heavy in-
vestment in new struectures, rolling stock, right-
of-way improvements and the addition of the Boston
and Maine equipment, have resulted in considerable
red ink appearing on the roads financilal statements.

Speaking at a supper meetling on Friday, January
1lth, which was attended by the road's employees and
numerous rallfans who had given of thelr time and
help during the past season, Fresident BElount ex-
pressed his falth 1n the line, and stated that al=-
though the financial losses have been greater than
antlcipated, they have not been so great as to inter-
fere with plans to keep the two-footer running in
its present locatlion, According to Mr, Blount,
68,000 passengers were carried during the Christmas
season from Thanksgiving week end to the close of
operations January 6th, "If we hadn't had the bad
break in the weather, I feel certain we would have
realized our expected patronage of 100,000 people,"
Mr. Blount said.

Continued on page 10



My husband, George, attended his first N,E.R.
Convention in the Spring of 1948 at Newark, New
Jersey.

Upon his return home he spoke with such enthus=-
iasm about the meeting, the number of ladies who
attended with thelr husbands and who appsared to en-
Joy every minute of the week end program, He kept
Insisting I attend the Fall Convention which was to
be held in Frovidence, Hhode Island, At that time I
wasn't interested in model railroading, or even
rallroads, To keep him quiet for the next several
months, I scqulesced.

Time went fast and I found myself on the train
with several members of my husband'!s eclub bound for
Providence and the N,E.R. Convention., We went wup
the evening before and aspent several enjoyable hours
looking over the Capital City of Rhode Island,

We registered Saturday morning and at the reg-
istration desk I met several of the wives, lioon
came and I went on my first fan trip, on the Eda=-
ville Rallroad at South Carver, lassachusetts., How
I enjoyed the ride through the cranberry bogs on
that narrow gauge road,

The evenlng hours were spent visiting private
lay-outs, A rather active day, I wes tired at the
end of i1t, but happy.

Sunday morning was the business meeting, with
the banquet following in the early afternoon, After
the banquet there was & lot of turmoil with checking
out, running to catch trains and waiting to get
started because of long distances to be traveled by
car, There were hurried good-byes to people that
wouldn't be seen for another six months.

Les Frankel did manage to gather about twenty
of us model raillroad wives for a group picture, we
keep it in our "Convention Scrap Book" and this pic-
ture is a cherished momento of my first N.E.H. Con=
vention, which was all too short,

In 1951, the Fall N,E,R. meeting was held in
New York City in conjunction with the National Con-
vention of NW,M,R,A., What & program was arranged for
our enjoyment, I have learned the Committee's do
their hardest to give us the best of everything for
our pleasure, whether 1t be a National or Reglonal
Meeting,

After this convention, because of circumstances,
it was 1mpossible for me to attend our Regional gath-
erings and 1 did miss seeing old acqualntances, al-
though my husband did see them all at the mectings
that he attended,

Cur onlu daughter had married so we had no prob-
lems when convention tims arrived one Spring and we
went to lMontreal, Can those of us who made the trip
from New York ever for§et 1t? We had our own eclub
car on the "Montrealer" and what a gab-fest we lad-
les had, It was a wonderful trip and meeting. The
fan trip in the new C,N. coaches, breakfast and
business meeting iIn Windsor Station, with the ban-
guet in the Queen Hotel, We stayed over for a few
days longer and 1t was a 1little sad to see our
friends departing for home on Sunday,

Montreal changed the format of NER Conventions
with the banguet Saturday night and the combination
breakfast-business meeting Sunday morning, This way
more people attend the meetings and, 1n my opinion,
the meetings seem to go faster,

The next two conventions were held close to home,
White Pleins and Garden City, MNew York, Then came
St, Albans-Burlington, Vermont, Remember the rain?

By this time I became interested in model rail-
roading and railroads, and have become a conventlon
goer, Springfield is next and the dates are set,
From the advance notlces, 1t should be a good one,
Then there is always the joy of seeing the people
from other parts of the Heglon,

iegional Conventions are enjoyable, it's a fine
group and we always manage to have a good time, 5o
you men, if it's possible, bring your wife along.
I'm certaln she will enjoy our meeting and in turn
want to attend future mests,

SOFHIA P, RIESZ
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CUNVENTION, Cont, from page 1

ped with the price wanted, A room will be made av=-
ailable for those that just want to sit and arm-
chair,

Taking the place of the business meeting on Sun-
day morning will be an Operation Clinic by the Pro-
totype Operations Committee, The portable operations
layout will be set up and used to demonstrate the
various aspects of train movement.

The schedule for Sunday morning, kay 19th, then
is breakfast at 9:00A.M., Operations Clinic from
10:30 to 12:00N, when the convention will ofrficially
end,

All are invited to attend the meeting of the
Nutmeg Division that Sunday afternoon at Warehouse
Point, Connecticut, The meeting will start at 2:30
et the Trolley Museum, where there will be full
scale (12"= 1') trolley operation, Warehouse Point
is located about halfway between Springfield and
Hartford, off Route 5, on Route 191, For those go-
ing by train, a car-1lift service will be in opera-
tion by members of the Division,.

Hotel reservations must be made directly with
the Hotel Shelton, Room rates are as follows:
Single, $5,65-9,50; Double, $8.,85-10,65; twin beds,
$9.085-13.00

The total cost of the conventlon package is
$7.50, broken down as follows: Reglstration, $1.25;
Live Steamer Trip, §1.00; Banquet, $l.00 and the
Breakfast, $1,25, Those wishing to pay in advance
should sent their remittances to Bruno P, Fysznik,
5 Gordon Avenue, Thompsonville, Connecticut,

Though not necessary, it would be helpful to the
Committee 1f members did make their reservations
for the convention in advance. In this way, they
can get a better idea of how many will attend, and
pass this information on to the Hotel and groups to
be visited,

ALBANY PLANS MEET FOR OCTOBER

The first week end 1n October has been tenta-
tively chosen for the Fall 'S57 Convention to be
held in Albany, New York, Conventiom Headquarters
will be in the Hotel Wellington. Visits to two
local layouts have been arranged and the fan trip
is in the works, Aside from clinics, displays of
professional rallroad photos and forelgn 0 gage
locomotives will be included in the program, If all
of the Committee's plans work out this should be a
good meeting, More details In the Summer Issue,
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=IF YOU HAVEN'T RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN NER, NOW
IS THE TIME TU TAKE CARE OF IT. 1957 MEMBERSHIP 1S
NOW DUE. SEND YOUR DOLLAR TO THE TREASURER NOW =



FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER'S OFFICE:

As usual your Secretary is way behind in his
work at this time of the year., Between being in New
York for several months and a brief visit to the
hospltal, I have not been able to devote the necesz-
sary time to the job, However, the addition to the
home 1s completed and we are staying in Holden, so
our work will again be on acheduls,

Membership, so far this year 1s on the up-swing
with approximately 160 new members enrolled at this
time, the total membership to date being 769 with
many renewals still to be returned, Those who have
not renewed their membership for 1957 are urged to
do so at once,

Many of you have written notes with your renew-
als, It is good to hear from you and please be pa-
tient, An answer will be along shortly,

Mention should be made of our club secretaries,
who are doing a wonderful job of promoting our
hobby, the NMRA and NER.

It would appear that we wlll be having seversal
more divisions established which should go a long
way toward promoting model railroading and the NER.

A final note, the by-laws and constitution have
been reprinted and can be had by sending me a post
card, Also, there are some coples of COUFLER issues
38 and 39 available from me and issues L0 and L1
from the Mailing office, It should be noted that the
address of the mailing office has been changed to
12 Glendale Drive, Danvers, Mass., Wayne Roundy 1ec
s8till in charge,

All for now., See you in Springfield,
ROGER MARBLE, Secretary-Treasurer

*Thanks for helping us out on these crossings, fel-
lows—we'll get the regular whistle fixed tonight.™

HOSTLER SEZ, Cont., from page 2

Flease notice the new address of the Mailing
Office, Wayne Roundy 1s still in charge of it, but
he has moved to 12 Glendale Drive, Danvers, Mass,
For any information on back issues of the COUPLER,
write to him, not to the Editor.

As reported by the Secretary-Treasurer, member-
ship seems to be on the upswing so far this year,
Have you sent In your renewal yet? Better do 1t to-
day as this will be the last issue of the COUPLER
you will get, While you are sending in your member-
ship, how about signing up a new member? There are
many model railroaders around who do not know about
the NMRA or the NEH, or who need the little push to
Join., Lets get them in with us,

Had a talk with the printer this morning and
received a bit of useful information. You will not-
ice the number of plctures in this issue, With the
photo-offset printing that we use, cuts do not have
to be made for pictures, therefore, we can use more
at no extra cost, If you have any good, clsar pic=-
tures of your layout or a good prototype shot, why
not send them along, One request, please try to make
the pictures 5x7 inches in size, This 1s necessary
because of the reduction for printing. Alsoc, we will
not be able to return any photos submitted. When
sending plctures be sure to give all information a-
bout them, This should put our paper right up on
top of the list of Region publications,

Along the same line, Wes Warner, of Orange,
Mass,, has volunteered %o do articles on photo=-
graphy for us, Wes 1s a professional photographer
with plenty of know how, ?ossibly we could get him
to give a critique on pletures submitted, Wwhat 1s
your oppinion on that?

Through t he efforts of the members, the CUOUPLER
has now grown to twelve pages, Actually, we had 103
pages of copy. Lets see 1f we can't keep the paper
at this level, It needs your cooperation though,
in submitting material, Keep up the good work, One
more thing on the same subject, are any of our mem-
bers artists and/or cartoonists? Perhaps we could
get some cartoons, pictures (drawings) or even some-
thing in the way of title drawings for the columns
that appear in every issue.

Don't forget to let us know what you think of
these ideas, Thils is your paper and we want to glve
you what you want, See you in Springfield,

CHUCK OGREN, Editor

...It fell to Bob Mott, a CBS soundman, to pro-
vide sound for a terrible train-wreck scene, Hesolved
to make the customer's blood run cold, he let loose
four train-wreck recordings at once, The result was
a tremendous grinding crash which told of cars
strewn sround like toys, mighty locomotives groan-
ing their last, It was shattering, except that as
the dreaded din subsided, the playing arm on one of
the turntables jumped to another "cut" in the record,
another traln effect, And now from the smoking rub-
ble came a clear call, It was the voice of the con-
ductor, matter-of-fact and a little impatient, bawl-
ing, "All abo-o-oard}"

SATURDAY EVENING POST

~FORGOTTEN SOMETHING? SEND YOUR DOLLAR NOW TO THE
TREASURER AND KEEP ON SUFPORTING YOUR REGION =



EDAVILLE RAILROAD, Cont. from page 7

In outlining plans for the future development
of Edaville, Mr, Blount reliterated former state-
ments regarding the acquisitlion of additional loco-
motives and cars, as well as bullding a regular
roundhouse and larger miseum space. The possibil-
ity of scquiring the Major Gouyette collection of
old stage coaches, guns and other ltems of early
Americana was discussed, A rumor that the entire
railroad, together with its attendant attractlons,
was to be sold for $1,000,000 was squelched by
Mr, Blount,

Frederick H, Richardson, the line's Vice-Pres-
idént; nted on on of the
treck and rolling stock, noting that both were in
far better shape than had been the case for several
years previously. He stated that very little other
then routine inspection and maintenance, together
With ¥uch running repairs &s the tieXt se=son might
require, were necessary, In his statement, Mr,
Richardson sald that plans for a gasoline powered,
steam outline locomotlive were being considered as a
means to help reduce operating costs in the off
season when patronage is too heavy for the ex-Sandy
River rail-bus to handle, and too light to defray

the expense of keeping a locomotive under steam,

Froponents of the plan felt that since many
people come to Edaville expscting to see a steam
locomotive, the rall bus was a disappointing sub-
stitute, whereas a dummy steam engine would satis-
fy the general public while being much more sconom=
ical to run, Those of us (including this reporter)
who opposed the idea felt that the operational sav-
ings would be more than offset by the deception, and
that the public, while it has no idea of how a gen-
uine steam locomotive works, could redily detect the
difference, and would feel that the road which up
till now had always advertised as operating with
"the very same locomotives and cars that once clicked
through Maine's forests" was trying to pull a com~
mercialized fast deal, It was felt that once the word
got around that the locomotive was not what it was
advertised to be, that perhaps the rest of the equip-
ment would be regarded with susplcion also, and the
results would be far more expensive to the road pub-
licity wise than would the cost of a real steam en-
gilne, Just how the matter will finally turn out re-
mains to be seen,

In concluding his remarks, Mr, Richardson called
attention to the coming Tulip Festival and announced
that the 1957 season would get under way on Saturday,
April 6th, subject to revision if weather conditions
require, The possibility of night operation during
the summer months was mentioned, but no definite
commitments were made on that score.

Called upom to discuss the future of the Edaville
Museum, Mr, Burt Logan, museum curator, recalled
that 1956 marked the seventh year of the museum's
existance, during which time the collection of rail-
roadiana had been slowly enlarged until last summer
when the theme was expanded to include antique fire
engines and sutomobiles es well, Noting that the
latter collections were far from complete, Mr, Logan
spoke of some additional items which are expected
and which ineclude an early White delivery truck as
well as an old 10 ton Mack "Bulldog" chain drive
truck, A Brooklyn trolley car has been given to the
muiseum and is awaiting transportation to South
Carver, Tentative plans are to operate this car at
Edaville, In addition to the three steam locomotives
from Anaconda, a 30-inch gage engine from a Penn-
sylvania coal mine has been donated,

While making it clearly understood that the fol-
lowing 1s dependant on several factors, which have
not become final, Mr. Logan concluded by announcing
that the railrosdiana collection of the National
Railway Historical Soclety, presently displayed in
the Baker Library of Harverd University, in Cam-
bridge, is to be moved intact to Edaville, where it
:ili be displayed as a unit on a permanent loan

sis,

Cy Hosmer, known to railfans all over New Eng-
land as a member of the Boston Division of the Rail
Road Enthusiasts, a member of the Edaville Rallroad's
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board of directors, as well as 1ts parlor car con-
ductor and strongest supporter, spoke very briefly
on the reaction of the public and presented some of
the comments which he had overheard in the course
of his dealings with passengers, The only complaint
that he had to offer on behalf of the paying public
concerned the bees around the barbeque area, It
seems as though the yellowjackets were a&s enthus-
iastic over last summer's barbeque as were the leg=-
itimate customers, with the results being about what
you might expect, Other than that, asccording to Cy,
the reation of the public was very gratifying and
held good promise for the future,

A vote of thanks was extended by President Blount
and Assistant General Manager Herman Redfern to all
those who, while not on the payroll, had volunteered
to help out in any possible way during the season,
and the meeting was thrown open to informal dlscus=-
slon and comments, Entertainment was provided by
Russ Hosmer of the H,R,E, and Bill Clynes and Ben
Perry of the New England Rail Fans Associlation, who
presented a program of slldes deplcting the history
of the narrow-gage line from 1ts early days under
Mr. Atwood's direction up to the end of the season
Jjust past.

So there it is, fans, the Edaville report, 1956.
on the whole, it looks good, and your reporter feels
confident that in 1957, Edaville willl again become
the great railroad attraction for the fans from all
over the country,

BILL BOUCHER

(Many thanks to Bill Boucher and Dr, Dias for permit-
ting the COUPLER to print this report. It originally
appeared in the "Right of Way", the journal of the
New England Rail Fans Association. Ed.)

BEPORT OF THE PERMANENT CONVENTION COMMITTEE:

The returns on the Conventlon Questionnaire have
been coming in slowly, with 95 received by the end
of March, I wish first to express the Convention
Committes's deep appreclation to all those - almost
half of you - who took the time and trouble to write
all the extra comments along with your check-marks,
When those opinions have been studled your committes
will be in a much better position to try to glve you
what YOU want at YOUR Conventlons,

The tabulation shows some very definite prefer-
ences, Apparently we have been doing fairly well,
for most of our activities are approved, There is a
desire for movles, but they must be "railroad" type
movies, Color slides of members! rallroading activ-
ities seem to interest many,

Our next job is to get your preferences into
actual existance, It may not be possible to '‘do all
of them at once, nor to get them lnto Springfield
this Spring, but we will try to get as many of them

as possible into the conventlons of the future,

CHARLES McK, WELLING, Chalrman
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ALONG THE DIVISIOQNS:

The formation of a new division was discussed at
great length during the Third Annual NHRA Night held
by the Summit-New Providence Rallroad Club of Murray
Hill, New Jersey last March 20th,

Paul Mallery and Charles Welling spoke on the
relationship between NMRA, the Reglon, and the pro-
posed Division, and what each part of the organiza-
tion could offer to the individual model rallroader,
Emphasized was the Division's ability to reach down
to the very local level and to provide an opportun-
ity for social contact with a (probably otherwise
completely unknown) neighbor, which can not always
be done by the Reglon, and even less so by the
Natlional organization,

A poll of those present showed a unanimous in-
terest in the possibllity of a North Jersey Division,
comprising the counties in New Jersey that are in-
cluded in the Northeastern Region. The question of
dual membership in North Jersey and Metropolltan
districts was eliminated since Metropolitan's mem-
bership area is described as "within commting dis-
tance of New York City", and there seemed to be no
more objection to dual membership than there 1is to
dual Regional membership, In fact it was felt that
it might well strengthen both Divisions,

Lee Graves of 3hort Hills "volunteered" as Tem-
porary Chairman with David C, Bayer, 7 Hillside Ave-
mie, Kearny, N.J., as the Temporary Secretary for
the period of organization, Return postcards will
be sent to all listed NMRA members in the North
Jersey area, requesting more information as to in-
terest, and giving tentative announcements of devel-
opements, If you live in the area and are not noti-
fied, a card to Dave will bring you what information
is available,

-0

A meeting of the Nutmeg Division was held at the
home of Kenneth Hyslop in Stratford, Comnecticut, on
March 1lé6th, with Arthur ¢, Wadhams presiding, 27 mem-
bers and guests were in attendance, as were several
of the wives, who are also members of the Division,

It is planned to visit the American Brass com-
pany plant in Torrington, Conn., in September, This
visit will be a regular meeting activity, with the
business meeting held afterwards at the residence
of Art Wilcox on Deer lsland, Bantam Lake, Due to =
limit on persons attending, placed by the American
Brass Co,, this meeting will be open for Division
members only,

The next meeting of the Division will be May 19th
at the Trolley Museum at Warehouse Point, Conn, This
is not only a Division activity, but also in conjun-
ction with the NER convention closing that day. A
short business metting will be held at the Hotel
Shelton, in Springfield, before the trip to the

muaseun,

A railroad car with a history is up for auction
at Middletown, New York, along with a lot of other
equipment of the bankrupt New York, Untario and
Western Railway, Known now as "Car 30" it is remem-
bered by oldtimers as the honeymoon car more than 70
years ago of President Grover Cleveland and his young
bride, The car still has ornate mahogany interior
decorations, a cut glass chandelier and bedrooms with
wide berths, There's also a spacious dining room,
kitehen and servants' quarters, , .,waiting the demands
that probably will never come again,

Reprinted from an artiele by the United Press

e

A LAMENT
"Holy smoke," the fireman cried
"The main rod's fallen off this side."

The hopger, with a mighty curse,
Threw his engine in reverse.

Ninety cars ground to a halt,

The headend brakie sighed,

"You handled her right well there, Walt,
But that durn fireman lied.,"

"That warn't no rod he saw flash past,
But just that shiny weasel.

"Twas Aerotrain goin' awful Tast

The low-down, sneakin' diesel,"

0ld Walt, he eased his throttle back;
The drawbars played their tune,
Conductor, sitting in the hack,

Said "Good, we'll home by noon,"

A plume of smoke...A blasting stack;
Around the bend she goes,

When are the steamers coming back?
Alas, nobody knows....

W.W., HOBERTSON

-MEMBERSHIFP RENEWALS NOW DUE TO THE TREASURER=-
DISPATCER'S TOWER, Cont. from page 1

With five different groups individually active,
I forsee NER finally reaching closer to home, These
groups are (or will be) more or less centered in
points of concentration of our membership where 1t
is easier for many to gather than at the widely
scattered convention locations, Local gathering also
makes it easler for non-members to become assoclat-
ed with dur organization and the prospects of secur=-

ing the memberships of these people 1is greatly enhanced,

So far, all of the Division activities have been
in the New England States., How about our Canadian
members? At my request, Rob Robertson of Senneville,
Quebec, has made a survey by letter relating to the
lack of conventlon attendance of the Canadian mem-
bers, Whlle this survey did not concern divisions,
it did reflect very active interest in NER., Replies
to Rob's L9 letters was a bit less than 25% and def=-
inately showed that NER activities in Canada are
mich needed, Even though many North of the border
are widely scattered, aren't there a few so situated
who could, and would, take steps toward forming at
least one Division in Canada? You can prove what can
be done, and how worthwhile the program cen be, Dis-
tance and expense are recognlzed handicaps, but some
members must see the oportunitlies of local assocla-
tion, I have no doubt that Divisional meets, plan=-
ned at the same time as the NER conventions would
be of real value, How about this, Canada?

JAMES E, SEE, FRESIDENT
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Central Vermont Railway 2-8-0 No, LS54 in the
terminal yard at 5t, Albans, Vermont, 45l had just
been out-shopped and was assigned to work-train
duty, The caboose, painted & bright orange, bears
the Canadian National maple leaf, but with the C.V,
herald in the center, As far as 1s known, this en-
gine is still in service, Photo taken in June 1955,

THAIN TOOTS

Ever wonder the "why" of the various whistle or
horn signals used by railroad engineers? The Jersey
Central Line's interesting "Commuter's Almanac"
tells about them, With a dash meaning a long blast,
a dot a short one, here goes: --,- grade crossing
warning; -.,., flagman to guard rear of train: ,..-
flagman guard infront of train; ---- flagman to re-
turn to train from West; ---=-- Tlagman to return
from the East; ... back up if standing still; when
moving, though .,. means conductor may signal for
unscheduled stop at next station; ssse.ss... (many
short toots) warning to people or livestock on
track ahead to scramble out of the way, train's a-
coming,

(from New Jersey Bell Telephone Company "Tel-news")
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CLUB NOTES

On March 20th, the Summlt-New Providence HU Aail-
road Club, Murray Hill, N,J., a 100% NER club, held
its Third Annual NMRA Night, The purpose of these
nights is to give the local NMRA members a chance to
meet each other, 36 NMRA members attended and, after
& brief demonstration by club members took over the
operation of the Hudson, Delaware and Ohlo, One of
the highlights was the operation of the "dirt-button"
as written in one of the model railroad magazines
last month,

According to Paul Mallery, Chairman of the Public
Relations Committee, the object of the NMRA Night is
not only to provide an opportunity for NMRA members
in the area to become acquainted with the elub, but
more to supplement the Conventions, This is working
into a new Division, (see Along the Divisions, Ed.)
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‘New Officers were elected at the April 9th meet-
ing of the South Hassau Model Ralilroad Soclety of
Woodmere, Wew York, Elected President was Sam
Reichman; Bob Stetson, Vice-President; Secretary,
Andrew Sackerman and loger Ramsdell as Treasurer,
The z2lected officers also make up the Board of
Directors, with Henry Abraham as & member-st-large,

An ambitlous work program has been decided on
for the coming year. The first of the projects ine
volves the construction of a trolley line planned
to allow for future expansion, The second project
concerns the relocatlion and possible addition of
track to the club's Summit and Center Raillroad. The
new layout is designed to facilitate operation on a
more realistic basis for timetable operation and
for shows,

The Club held shows every Saturday and Sunday
in Harch with the ENTIRE proceeds turned over to
the Red Cross. {877 was donated.
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We have received severel queries from new clubs
on how to handle junior memberships, what should
the age limits be, An other gquestlon asked, on the
same subject is who should exert the discipline, the
parent accompanying the junior member, or the club,
If any group over a year old can answer this, please
do so through the COUPLER.
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