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DISPATCHER'S TOWER

“““ Well, if you were not there (Garden City) you
missed one of the most enjoyable conventlona we
have had the pleasure of attending, May I express
my apprecistion to the committee for the excellent
planning and operation of this convention.

After much planning and work over the Fall con=
vention, it is now definitely set for Burlington,
This is the annual meeting and we are to elect 3
directors at that time. Consequently, I would like
to see this convention well attended, The Vermont
hills (sorry,----mountainsl) are ususlly in their
scenic glory at this time of year.

T The Trenton, N. J. Jjoint meeting with the MER
is well in hand and seems to offer some new items
for enjoyment.

Ted Dumais has made a tentstive bid for the
Fall convention of 56 to be held in New Hampshire,
and ha has plans for a fan trip such as we have
never had before,

As the National convention 1s to be held in
Baltimore this year, we hope to have a large del-
egation from the WER.

This year, your Dispatcher is once again coun=-

ting the National Ballota and will be looking for
a much better return than we had last year, The
¥omination Committee has many names on the ballot
which are familiar to WER members,and it is hoped

that every one will vote---for the good of the or-
ganization.

I want tc take this opportunity to express my
appreciation to Ed Safford and his staff of volun-
teaers for the splendld job they have done in gett=
ing the NER membership to that long-sought 500
mark, This goal was set in 1950--at which time we
had 188 members, During 1951, the membership was
doubled, This brought us to 254 of the National
membership in the area at that time. The National
membsrship has grown apace with us and so to-day
we still remain at 25% of the National membership
within the area,

My mailbox 1s open to any and all letters, and
I hope those of you who have suggestions for a
bigger and better Reglon will not hesitate to let
us in onethem,

WAYNE A, ROUNDY, PRES,

An NER First} For the first time, a photo contest
was held at a regional convention. The occaséion
was the Spring meeting of the NER at Garden City,
L. I. For prize winning photos, see page three,

I hear they're gonna replace the link
end pin with the NMRA automaticl

Cartoon by Roger Ramsdell, Jr.
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THE HOSTLER SEZ¥

Since no one seems to read what's above this
line, let me put my new address here:

185 Alexander Avenus
Bronx 5S4, W. Y.

So much for that, Now for the excuses, You
sea fellas, your editor 1is not a member of the
leisure class---so when the chance came to grab up
some overtime, I plunged in 1like a Las Vegas dice
player, And thaf is why the COUPLER is late, Cone
sole yourselves with the knowledge that some of
said overtime pay 1s now circulating healthily in
the industry,.

The other excuse 1s for not personally ans=-
wering all your letters, It takes roughly three
week's worth of spare time to get the COUPLER out,
and in the meantime I have a family to pacify---as
well as a model building program for the next year
and a half, So I went and put all your letters in
the COUPLER, I'll admit it's the lazy way out, but
maybe some of you guys would like to see your ideas
aired anyway.

I really enjoyed the Garden City convention
Business meeting, Seems Pop Houghton suggested
that some of the clubs take the bull by the horns
and do some switching during their shows, thereby
initiating some of the novices into the joys of a
morea realistic type operation, Up pops Bruce
Coughlin with the objection that timetable oper-
atlion won't work during a show,This is a real dil-
emma , How can you entice a club into switching
during a show when many expert model railroaders
don't know the basic truth that you can't run on
& timetable without switching, but you can very
easily do switching without any semblance of a
timétable, Bruce claimed that the NY Society can
not do any switching during a show because it would
delay main line trains, He is 100% correct, But
this situation could be easily corrected, Just how
will be discussed in the next issue, The really
important point is that for the first time in ages
model railroading was discussed at a convention
business meeting.

If you live in the New York area, you should
never miss a Metropolitan District meeting. Those
who were present at the last one will know what I
mean when I say that your editor is now a confirmed
user of Muldoon's Famous Flit-Gun Method of Paint-
ing. Also those of you who were present will be
happy to know that I hope to feature Jack Taylor's
HO pike in the next issue.

As I wind up my third run at the throttle of
the COUPLER, I would like to make a flag stop and
teke stock of things in genersl, My reactions as
edftor of the COUPLER are as follows: When it 1lst
comes out--apprehension, I hope the only odor is
that of printers ink, After it has been out for a
while, I feel pretty good. Nobody has griped too
much so far, and the mail is picking up. But when
I sit here at the typewriter,--oh, brother| What a
huge pain in the neckil It ain't worth the effort
except for one thing: Model rails are generslly
nice people, and I have met some fine people since
becoming editor. k1so I have learned a heck of a
lot about model railroading. And the prospedt of
meeting and getting to know more fine people, and
increasing my knowledge of the hobby 1s really a
pleasure to look forward to, So I think that I
have the COUPLER to thank for the belief that I
will some day be an expert model railroader, And
what 1is an expert model raillroader? An expert
model railroader is a pretty good one who knows he
8till has a lot to learn, See ya in Baltimorel

ROY GARDNER

NEW HAVEN RECEIVES TEN

— )—

GE Rectifier-Type Locomotives



Going into Long Island City on Oct., 31, 1954.
First Prize in Photo Contest by:
Geo. Anderson
j9-12 217th St
Bayside 64, N. Y.

WERHHIMLY

Scene on F, & S,R.C. R.R. :
Fipst Prize 1n model Fhotos bys
Paul Thompson
125 Porterfield Pl,
Freeport, N, Y.
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CLIFF!'S COMMENTS

In the loco plan for this issue, I have cho=-
sen an ancient of the rails that looks the part,
Even so, she may have been around on some branch
line as recent as 20 years ago., Her tender would,
I'm sure, have been exchenged for a newer model
and the spoked pilot truck mey likely have been
left in some backshop.

But the old gal was one of the first of her
wheel classification. Whe was built by Baldwin in
1895 for the "Concord and Montreal RR.® She is
branded by the characteristic stack and dome of
that era and was called a ten wheel locomotive as
were all Atlantics at that time,

Not long after she begen her service the Bos=-

. ton end Maine took @ver the "Concord and Montreal”

and it would take a better historian than myself
to track her from there, I do recall reading that
in 1921, +the B&M did excessive remodernigetion of
her old locos and this varnish puller may too have
gotten her new youth,

Personally, I like her as she is here, and
those of you who choose to build her that way will
find her picture in ™Modern Locomotives.™ This
book was published 4n 1897 and 1901 and Libraries
are likely the only resting place.

Additional Dimensions:

19" diamester x 24" stroke cylinders
Firebox 7'5-5/8" x 316" (4inside)
51-1" diameter x 5'=84" smoke box
Approximately 50™ trailing wheels
CLIFF NESS, JR.

FOR SALE

SOLAR Photographic Enlarger.
Takes 35mm. and x 3} negatives.
Wollensak 34 inch f4,5 lens.

Perfect condition.

Makes excellent raillroad prints.
Bargain at $30- NOT delivered.
Stan Bradley, 7 Hillside Avenue, in
Tenafly, N.J.

What every red
painted American
caboose needs

True, end no arguments over gage or scale.

A VISIT WITH NEIL FISK

I finally got around to see=-

A Tew weeks ago,
for ages.

ing the pike I had been wanting to see
The boys in my club have been meaning to take a
night off and visit Neil for a long time, but one
day I rox into him at a hobby shop and he suggest-
ed we go out fto his place and do some operating.

So ont I went, and it was quite & pleasant ex-
perience, You've probably seen pictures of his
pike in the Model Railroader, but excellent as the
pictorial standards of the magazine are, there is
nothing like seeing for yourself,

Mrat of all, the pike is quite simple in de=-
sign, consistine of & double track loop with pass-
ing sidings and two yerds., From this point on,the
personelity and craftsmanship of Mr, Fisk takes
over, The scenery 1s detailed down to the very
minutest detail., You can put your nose down to any
part of the layout and will find nothing left out,.
The rolling stock 18 sxcellent and the locomotilves
are really something to rave about, There 13 a
diesel swiltcher that growls exsctly like the rsal
ones, There is a Lobaugh articuls ted that I fail-
ed to find any fault with., I started this loco on
a curving 3% grade, with a long and heavy load,and
the drivers never slipped--even at a crawl., There
area many other fine locos, both dlesel and steam,
and they are Rept in a beautiful engine terminal.

The yards are masterpleces of planning. Altho
the pike i1s = loop affair, the operation 1s point-
to-point. That means that the yard thet dosan't
have the huge engine terminsl does have a wye for
turning locomotives and a locomotive storage track.
There is also & plentiful supply of industries and
sidings for switching.

I am happy to say that on Well Fisk's pike not
a wheel turns without the achedule, Everything 1is
run by timetabla, There are relays that count off
scale miles as the engineers take thelr treins ar=-
ound the loops, This means that to get to.the st-
atlon at Lawrence, the train must travel so many
miles, When the train has traveled the proper dia=-
tance, there 12 an indicator 1ight that tells the
englneer he is approaching the station and he can

then bring his train to a praduel stop. Just as
on the real roads, the engineer fights time and
distancs, How much cleoser to prototype can you
gat?

Of course, you will have to bear with me and
realize that no description of mine can do Justice
to a good pike, But I would like to say that here
is a perfect example of what planning can do. NWeil
knows exactly what he wants 1n e pike. He could
easily have a mighty empire in HO, but he prefers
0 gauge and he has built plenty of rallroad in the
space availahle, without giving the least impress-
ion of crowding., The layout 1s one of the largest
I have seen, for a privately owned pike. And in
my excltement about the realistle operstion,I for-
got to mention that the mainline 1s equipped with
avtomatic signalling, permitting one traln to op=-
erate a couple of blocks hehind the other, Thesae
ara position 1ight type signals. I didn't get to
erawl under the tables and inspect the wiring, but
if the control panels are any indication-there was
eertainly no need for 1t,

The lesson to be lcarned from Well's layout 1s
baslc and simple, Plan for what you want in a pike
hefore you put pencil to paper. Avold beautiful
track plans like the plague, First figure out for
gouraelf Just what your plke 13 going to do, and
what type of operation it will feature, Then, and
only then--drag out that beautiful track plan that
has caught your fancy and see if you can adapt it
to your needs,

ROY GARDNER
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NASSAU MODEL RAILROAD CLUB, ING.

/ \ Last fall, two groups of Long Islend model
[
ro

\ rallroaders found themselves and their plkes home=
| leas, thelr clubs dying for J ck of incentive. To=
| day the Nassau Model Rallroad Club, Inc,, formed
! from these two groups and twenty-three members
/ strong,has well over 100 feet of the HO gauge Mon=-
/4 tauk Valley Rallroad 1in operation, and work pro=
F: gressing apace on the rest of the 318 feet of main
J line trackage,

| ~ The merger of the Nassau Model Railroaders Soclety
| Iy of Mineole and the Levittown Mid-Island Railroad
i / Club was comple ted in December 1954, The new club,
| ! with nineteen charter members, Incorporated under
New York law, taklng up residence in half of the
basement of & one story brick buillding at 25 Jeri=
cho Turnplke,Mineola,.The 1a yout planning committee
headed by Bob Lennstrom found that most of the old
Levittown club!'s benchwork could be fitted neatly
into the new 38x15 foot area aveilable,and much of
the track, on Truscale milled roadbed,could be in-
corporated into the new plan without having to be
moved,

The pike 1is basleally point-to-point, although re-

versing loops at sach terminal provide for turning

of passenger trains and alsc for continuous run-

ning when desired, A third reverse loop under the

West yard permits a short run from the West Termi-

nal and return, Except for the loops, minimum main
line radius is 32 inches, and the ruling grade is

1% per cent.,

EAST | TERMINAL YARRDS

5=

There are two main control panels, each with two
engineer cabs separated by a schematic of the road
on which the switch machine controls, repeating
block occupaney indicators and reversing loop dir-
ection controllers are mounted, Up to four trains
can be run on the main at one time.Two yard panels
also with two cabs each will handle yard and term-
inel operation, Variacs are used for speed control
in-the main line cabs,and each cab has its own set
of fifteen block power toggles with repeating in-
dicators to the other cabs,

MINEOLA, N, Y.

25 JERICHO TURNPIKE

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
NASSAU MODEL RAILROAD CLUB, INC

MONTAUK VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY

TOTAL MAIN LME 318"
CONSTRUCTION STARTED € JAN. 1955

The pike plan reproduced here 1s an early version,
but only minor changes have been made, The scenery
experts under Darrow Iatham have dictated some al-
terations, and the yards and engine facilities are
s8till very much in the planning stage.Future plans
include a 3-foot narrow gauge mining road high in
the northern mountains and the varied industries
whose needs and products make up the freight which
is the Montauk Valley's 1life Blood, Thers is also
talk of a traction line, s

The club meets every Thursday at 8:15 PM, the first
meeting of the month being devoted primarily to

business, A well-attended locomotive construction

clinic is being run every Tuesday night by Ed Mil=-

ler, whose scratch bullt engines won both HO divi-

sion prizes at the 1955 NYSME show, Other meetings

and clinics are planned for the future as interest

and plke requirements warrant,

Current officers ars Bob Moore,Fresident; Bob Len-
nstrom, Vice President; Bill Prahl, Treasurer; Tom
Pickhardt, Secretary, Visitors are welcome at the
elubroom on any Thursday night, and further infor=
mation can be obtained from the secretary at-150
Brompton Road, Garden City, Long Island,

TOM PICKHARDT




THE “OLYMPIAN HIAWATHA," pulled by a rebullt gearless locomotive, leaving Seattle, Wash.

GARDEN CITY REPORT

Some of the model rails arrived at the hotel
Friday evening, No activities were planned for
that time, However, the regional Board of Direc-
tors held its usual meeting, a few fellows spent
the time operating some nearby model pikes and the
rest of the early arrivals chewed the fat or wat-
ched movies, The next morning, the WER clan begen
to gather from all parts of the region, 170 people
registered for the various week=end activities and
thereby kept the convention committee hopping.

The long Island Rall Road fan trip special
pulled into the Garden City station just a few min-
utes Before the conductor gave the high-ball, and
at 1 PM the MU train composed of two double-deckers
and two standard rebullt cars headed west, with
21,0 model railroaders, rallfans and frisnds---down
the main line %o Jamaica Terminal and the Morris
Park shops.

The Long Island and its very cooperative em=-
ployeea gave the region a great show, The sight
of steam locos 1in action was a rare treat in it-
self, Represenbatives of each class of loco, both
steam and diesel, were lined up for plctures to
be snapped and then a parade of motlive power fol=-
lowed, around the compact yard and onto the turn-
table., The shops are unique in that they are com-
plete -- from handling major loco overhauling to
passenger car upholstering. The return trip was
by way of the four track section of the Montauk
Division to Valley Stream and then to the single
track line to West Hempstead.

Mr, Tom Goodfellow, the Long Island's Vice-
President and General Manager spoke at the banquet
that evening on the problems confronting the rail-
road and how the present management plans to solve
these difficulties, Movies, draw-bar contest, and
model and photo displays completed the evenings:'
Program,

The Sunday A, M. braakfast was followed by a
business meeting ably presided over by President
Roundy, During the afterncon a good many of the
conventioneers visited seven different model pikes
in the vieinity--including 0, HO and TT layouts,

The committee deemed it a privilege to have
been able to conduct the affairs of the convention
for the NWER,

ROGER G. RAMSDELL, JR.

CONVENTION ADVICE

The Spring Convention of the Northeast Region
(Le I. in '554) has come and it has gone. As far
as I have been able to determine,it was a success.
At least, the remarks of those who attended would
seem to indicate that such was the case.

The committee worked very hard indeed to make
the convention successful, and 1t is with the th-
ought that I might lighten the work of future con=
vention committees that I decided to 1list some of
the things that seem to me to be necessary in con=
nection with running a convention,

Here are the things that were bought or made:

1, Convention notices,

2, The "combination ticket" for the conven-
tionaires which showed which items were
paid for, s

+« Prizes for the contests,

3. The program bulletin issued at the con=-
vention,

5. Entry blanks for the contests, which
listed the rules., (Not a necessary item
since the region will supply theae{

And here are the things that you may wish to
provide for, A place where the convention 41s to
be held (elementary, my dear Watson); preferably a
hotel, 8o that the overnighters can have a place
to stay. A reception, or regéstration room, not
in the main lobby if possible, If you decide to-
hold a banquet, a banquet hall, If you hold a com-
bination breakfast-business meeting, the hall must
be large enough for comfort, end it may be necess-
ary to procure a public address system. Smaller
rooms will be needed for the display of models and
for the contests, If possible, provide an announ=-
cement board listing the pikes espailable for visit
and directions on how to get to them,

The Garden City committee started their plan-
ning about a year and a half before convention
time, If thia seems kind of early, I can only tell
you that tempus did its usual fugitting and April
23rd arrived in a real big rush, Invitations wers
printed and sent out a month ahead of time, Adde
ressing was done by the use of gummed tapes which
were supplied by the national organigation, These
are not always available, so it would be wise to
check with Jim See on this, Two cent stamped én-
velopes were procured from the post-cffice, They
were not sealed,but the flaps were turned in, and
tgz envelopes were rubber-stamped with a return
address,

The committee made their arrsm gements with a
local hotel; the local hOtel, in fact., It was a
bad situation, because it deprived them of any
bargaining power er any chance of getting compet=
itive bids. I cannot recommend too strongly to
other committees that they have at least two places
-preferably more = where a convention can be held,
in order to get competitive bids. Otherwise they
may find themselves in the position of having to
take whatever is offered.

Aside from the room arrangements, the food
for the banquet and/or breakfast (if held) must be
arranged for, There isn't much choice as to menu,
these things being standardized, unfortunately, If
you are having a guest speaker, there must be a
speaker's table, If you ars worried about who to
seat at the speaker's table, consult Jim See. At
the last two conventions atthnded by the writer,
there was also some ten minutes of singing by a
barbershop quartette, and it waes most enjoyable-«
coming as it did, just before the main speech of
the evening,

I think that I have covered most of the general
things necessary to a convention=--at any rate I
hope that I have stalled off some possible head=
aches for future convention committees,

HENRY ABRAHAM

E#-7_ﬂ——



DESIGN FOR OPERATION

At the Garden City convention thare was e hot
discussion sbout operation and what was needed to
operate, Unfortunately, the word "operate" was
never defined and gquite obviocusly it meant differ=-
ent things to different people,

Some might say that operation merely means
running trains down track no matter how aimlessly,
others ssy that they must be run by time table,

Operation on the prototype is designed to move
freight and people from one voint to another. Time
tables, trains, track and all the rest are merely
tools to do the job. Since we do not care to load
and unload cars, a function normally performed by
shippers rather than the railroad, this part of
railrond operation 1s aasumed. But there is no
reason why the cars cannot be spotted for loesding
or vnloading and then handled from that point te
the next destination in a strictly prototype mann=-
er, At the Summit=New Providence HOD Club, exper=
ience has taught us that by building operatlon
geround the movement of cars rather than trains,
mich more interesting and reslistic operation can
be obtainsd., This opinion seems to be held by ev=
ery other group which has ever put such a system
into effect,

There are several techniques of operating cars
by originating and terminating points and the one
used by the Surmit-New Providence will be describ-
ed in the next issue of the COUPLER,

But first let us consider what features should
be built into a layout to permit prototype opera-
tion, For this information, we should look to the
real railroads, We find they build sidings, yards
end main lines +to serve the needs of the shippers
in the territery they serve. In short, the rail=-
road 1is bullt +to facllitete planned opsrations.
The same should be true on the mcdel, We should
first settle on our plan of operation and then
build a layout capable of ecarrylng out the plan,
There 1s no point 1n belng interested 1in peddler
freight operation and then building a railroad
completely devold of industriasl sidings. Plan the
operation, theh plan the railroadi

The type of railroad and how 1t should be op=
erated depends not only on the desires of the
builder, but also on the spasce ayailable, It 1a
pointless to decide on running long main-line type
trains in a space only 8 by 12 feet-even in TT. A
'small space calls for elther a small railrosd or a
amall section of an assumed larser system. The
British have an excellent idea by which they builld
one completely equipped through station, and the
rest of the layout 1s a loop with a few holding
tracks on the opposite side from the station., Once
8 traln leaves the station, 1t 1s assumed to be
gone for good. Actually, the egulpment comes
around again, sultably spasced by other trains, but
it is treated as an entirely different trein. All
the operation at the station 1s exactly as if it
were a single station on some large prototype road,

The Summit-¥ew FProvidence Club 1is fortunate
in that it has room for a point-to-point layocut
with 15 route miles betwsen terminsls, 3 branch
lines, and 17 stations, Although most layouts can-
not be as extensive, many of the principles-=laid
dovn prior to the design of the Hudscn, Delaware &
Ohio in order to achieve a good operating railroad
=--are appliceble. Some of the more impeortant ones
which have proven théir value over the yesrs are
given below,

Use single track whenever possible., Operating
interest 1s greater on single than on double track
and the railroad can be made longer for the same
expendliture of time, space, and money,

Keep the trackage at each statlion distinct se
that even a non-model railroader can tell what
tracks belong to which station, Avoid tracks which
are shsred between two stations.

Provide at least a house ancd team track at
each station, These may actually be opposite ends
of the seme siding as 1z often the csse on the
prototype, but they provide two separate places to
originate and terminate traffie,

Provide as many Iindustrial sldings as poss-
ible at stetions and hetween stations, Such sid=
ings are the heart and soul of peddler freight
operation, one of the most interesting of all
trains to run.

Provide branch lines rather than alternate
routes between the same statlons. .

After a railroad capable of belng operated
has been desipned and bullt, the next thing 1s to
develop the details of operation, Experlence on
the HD&O indicates that it is better to take one
step at a time toward real operatlon rather than
astriving for a full-fledged car asccounting system
immediately. On the HD&0, operating procedures
passed through several distinct steps. At firast,
trains were simply run without purpose or plen,
This achieved two results--it kept interest up and
gained skill for towermen and englineers, The next
step was to install a simple sequence-type time
table, Such a table merely states the order in
which events will occur and 1s an excellent place
to start, Soon, however, some of the operators
will set bored walting for a train in trouble to
complete its step in the sequence. Solution: add
a dispatcher, The dispatcher ran a rubber clock,.
He would speed it up when things were moving smoo=-
thly and slow 1t down when tie-ups occured, This
prevented both boredom and frustration. At this
time Watty House' influence made itself manifest
and ell freight trains were required to set out or
plck up cars at every step. e

The next step was to run on real time and when
this was done there was real time table operation
and switching was taking place, Unfortunately,
when the train crew 1s only required to pick un or
set out cars without regard to which onas, the
crews c¢an and will do whatever is easiest, partic-
ularly when running late, When skill in operation
has adven ced to the point where the lack of pur-
pose In the switching moves 1is noticed, then the
railroad is ready for a car asccounting system. In
the next issue, the HD&Q's time-proven method will
be described,

PAUL MALLERY

There's a red circle around the year 1905 in the annals  miles per hour. The record-breaking run of 50 years

Fer, has never been
T. Weir rolled his first tin plate at Clarksburg, W. Va,, broken. Today, trainload after trainload of raw mater-
Locomotive No. 7002 pulled the Broadway Limited  ials is delivered to the Weirton mills by the PRR. The
over the Fort Wayne Division tracks at a speed of 127,1 © “Pennsy” carries the Weirite trademark to market, loo.

of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Within days after Emest  ago, set by a coul-burning high-whee




IN THE MAIL

Dear Roy: Congratulations on your March issubl

Perhaps if encugh of us bring pressure on Pres-
ident George,hs will put a real yellow jacket on the
O-gauge Standards Committee, and we will get some
action. I realize that the O-gaugers mre probably
older and would have perhaps more stubbornness than
the younger HO group.

I have besn howling feor an improved automatic
coupler for 15 years, and finally, in desperation,
I mads my own. They are terrible to look at, but
they certainly work. I realize that Frank Ellison
was able to do resl operating with the ARA auto-
matic8, because he always had a crew to operate and
therefors, thers was a brakeman available at sach
terminal and at each way station to do the necessary
coupling and uncoupling manuelly.On the Connecticut
Midland, this would be physically impossible, even
with a crew, and obviously,it is utterly impossible
when ths railroad is being run by only one or two
cr thres operators. Furthermore, an sutomatic
coupler makes available certain corners and spaces
which would be dimpoasible to utilize if we had to
dspend on manual uncoupling.

I would certainly 1like to get my hands on a
dozen of the NMRA type couplers in O-gauge to give
them a work-out, and I might go to all the bother
of re-equipping my cars and putting in new ramps in
order to have thes better looking couplers. Frankly,
I don't think they would work any better than mine

doe
WATTY HUWSE

Re: March '55 CCOUPLER
Pg. B, Par. 3, 1lst sentence.

Editor, the COUPLER:

My pal, let me tell you that I am one of very few
who cannot stand rgilroads that go nowhere. By that, I
memn railrosds with loops, figure eights, reverse loops,
sto. I must have switching.

My railroad, the JERSEY ATLANTIC, is now 1/3 com-
pleted. Look at the plan. NOT ONE LOOP}  Sure, it's
emall (6 x 8) but not lacking. No curve lsss than 22"
radius. No turnouts less than #6. Engine facilities,
opsrating hump yard, industries and gidings galore, Just
think of all the switching operations that could be done
on my pike. But is it crammed with Track? Unnecessary
loops? Not on your life.

You and those like you can have your loops, with
your trains going around and around and around.I thought
that "operation" on that scale was strictly for the
"Lionel" set of model railroaders.

I'm only 16, and I may be wrong, but the prototypes
don't run long freight trains in circles, and neither do
L.

In closing, I have only one thing to say. “hile
you "model railroaders" are still running arcund in cir=-
cles, my HO industries will be making products, and the
JERSEY ATLANTIC will be thers to move them promptly,

without any fancy trackwork about it.
HARRIS RUBEN
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Dear Royr Just a note to exprsss my appreciation of your
presantation of the COUPLER. I like very much those
shots of prototype locos which appear here and there in
each issus. You are doing a very good job throughout.

T have dismattled my T year old layout. I am moving
in July and will start a bigger and better layout at my
new home. Well send you data and details when things

get going.

Keep up the good work. By the way, the gaugs is 00.

Hope you are not surprised:
PIERRE BOURASSA

Dear Pierre: I'm innocent! If you will lock at the Dec.
igsue you will find & different name than mine affixed
to the article expressing surprise. A pox on the rogues
However, I must say that the ribbing I “got from said
article was well worth it,since it was s quick #ducetion
on the virtuss of 00 == and also an’introduction to some
very nice peopls, However, us fat boys have thick hides
so I don't mind the ribbing. Let's hear frem you when
the new pike gets going, and send us a picture or two.

Demr Roy: It seems that this is the season for "old
timers" to come out of their hole and take notice of what
is going on around them.

First of all, let me congratulate you on the really
swell job you are doing on the COUPLER. If it can get
the likes of me to write, it must be good.

When I read the letter from Art Wilcox in the last
issue, memories began to stir and my 00 gage blood began
to boil over. You do not have to go out to Plainfield
to see a 00 gage layout=-just give me a call and I will
meet you at the George Washington Bridge and show you 9
different layouts in 00 within a 20 minute ride.

I am glad that Art carried on for 00 gage while I
was hibernating. "When I saw him at his Deer Island home
about 5 mnnth's ago, everything he paid about his layout
is true and what he said about the gage is more than
true.

I have been a model rail since 1937, e member of
NURA since 1938, and a member of the NER since its in-
ception at Kingston, N. Y. ° In all of this time I have
been in 00 gage and very happy with it. If you would
care to go over the minutes of the early conventions,
they will attest to this,.

Now--you esk, what is this guy after? I will tell
you. I get the feeling that there is not the fun we fel-
lows had at the early conventions. This model railroad=
ing is getting to be too darn serious to have any fuh
out of. This is supposed to be a hobby to get enjoyment
from, we have enough in our every day life and business
to get serious about. To tell you the truth, the con=-
ventions were a great deal of enjoyment even to the wives
who attended and I have pictures somewhere to prove this.

I guess that is all for now, and I know that if you
put this in the COUFLER, I will get = he_ll of a lot of
criticism in the mail, but I expect it----maybs this is
what is needed to bring back the fighting spirit of the
modal rails.

To pour salt on an open wound, I still get my COUPLER
addressed wrong,especially after receiving a request for
my dues which I sent in & long time ago.

LEN "00" FRANKEL

(Len tock back the remark about conventions not being fun
any more., The occasion was the fan trip of the Garden
City convention,. I know one thing--the conventions are
a heck of a lot more fun when Len shows up.)

Dear Roy: Many thanks for the pictures and art-
icle on our club in the March issue of the COUFLER.
They were very much apprediated by all of us,

We have now started to clean up &and peint the
additional space we have leased for the expansion
of our present layout, All of the materials re=-
quired, such as legs for the structure, angle=iron
for the frame work and all the necessary rail is
on hand and ready to go in place just as soon as
we finish with the redecorating. This additional
space will give us an additional 500 feet of track
which when added to our present layout will total
something like 1700 feet of track, We think this
will give us about one of the largest layouts in
the area,.

We had started in on the trolley line, had a
bit over 100 feet of track laid, when we declded
to use different rail, We started with HO rail,
but found that th® wheel flanges hit the splke
heads, Hence, we tore up all of the rail and are
now putting in 152 1b brass rail which is the same
ag 1s used on our layout., This should be finished
in the near future and we will then start putting
up the poles and wire, The trolley line will also
be extended 1into the new section after we finish
with the trackwork.

May we, through the COUPLER, extend an invita-
tion-to all model rails to pay us a visit., We hold
open house the second Friday of each month at 8 PM

The address 1is 28 Marine Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. We
Would like to see other model rails, and exchange
ideas with them,
THOMAS F. BRECHT, PRES.
BAY RIDGE MODEL RR CLUB

INVITATION

The Massachusetts Model Railroad Society, Inc., wishes
to snnounce that it will hold "Public Open House" at
Ite club headquartere at 27 Prospect Street, Cambridge,
Mass., the SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH, FROM B to 10 FM,
There is no charge for admission, but donations will be
gratefully received!

The festure attractions consist of a fully opera-
ting HO layout, with railroad end trolley line, with
scenery,signals, etc., located in the club room. In the
back room we have our O gauge layout with railroad and a
trolley line which are both, at present, under construc-
tion, but all trackage completed in the O gauge pike is
in operation now. Here is a chance for all new comers
in the hobby to see how a model rajlroad is built from
the ground up.

The HO layout will be running on scheduled opera=-
tion (timetable) for the whole two hours.

The c¢lub rooms are locatéd just out of Central Square
Cambridge, on the left hand side of Frospect St., in' the
brick building, last door down, on the second floor.

LYMAN B. HURTER

==




Orleanian Makes Model
Street Cars As Hobby

3 MODELS of Pu Service street cara is
v of George Brewster, 421 Joseph Street.

Many MNew Orleanians remember the type of car called the
“dinky” (right), Public Service operated a large number of them
al one time. Equipped with single trucks, the dinkies had a
seating capacity of 32.

types of electric cars that
in the early part of the present cen-

Unique is the hobby of George Brewster, who builds early
models of street cars and railroad cars in his leisure hours.
Here he locks over a model of a street car that was used by
the Company on its street car lines up until 1934,

models are built from memory and old

iature (left) is an excellent reminder of the street cars
that operated out of the old Poland Station before thal oper-
ating point was closed in 1934, It was different from some
other models in that it had two small “ponv” wheels on each
set of trucks.

car or steam 1 company, he can speak with suthovity

of each.

is another of His miniature fleet is housed in his home workshop,

where he has about 300 pieces of equipment
are mount
or streat
a “third-rail" syst

hy manu-

his ¥

be operated electrically through

At present he g overhead trolley wires for street
1 of this operation should make

worked with a street his setup hard to equal anywhe

eorge 15 an electrician and maintenance
lie has new

i B

Partial view of George B 'y portation mini and bles a car barn of the early 1900s. George made all of
tracks. The wupper levels contain railread equipment, while the street car models and many of the railroad miniatures.
the lower level contains street railway equipment and closely His large collection is housed in his home workshop.

On the right is Brewster's model of a sprinkler car. These main-
tenance cars were operated on all Public Service streel car
lines vo until 1929, Later, sand cars were introduced, which
dropped sand on slippery rails to reduce slippage and make
operation oasier.

P EEGae
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Before natural gas entered MNew Orleans in 1928, Market
Street Steam-Eleciric Generating Station burned coal in its
boilers. A specially-built construction car (left) hauled cinders
away from the Station and also moved heavy materials for
the use on our roadways. Such a car would look strange in
the traffic today but, preserved in miniature, tells a story of
our former operations.




MORE PHOTOS FROM THE GARDEN CITY CONTEST.
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